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A note on the Petal-less Caper Maerua apetala (B.Heyne ex Roth) Jacobs
(Capparaceae)

Shamsudheen Abdul Kader!® & Bagavathy Parthipan?®

! Department of Plant Biology & Plant Biotechnology, Presidency College (Autonomous), Chennai, Tamil Nadu 600005, India.
2South Travancore Hindu College, Kottar, Nagercoil, Tamil Nadu 629001, India.
tsakfri@rediffmail.com (corresponding author), 2 parthipillai64 @gmail.com

A Capparaceae family member, the Petal-less Caper
Maerua apetala (B.Heyne ex Roth) Jacobs (= Capparis
apetala B.Heyne ex Roth), was first reported as a small
unarmed tree, endemic to the dry forest in the Eastern
Ghats in Krishna, Kurnool, and Cuddapah districts,
and southern Western Ghats in Tirunelveli (Gamble &
Fischer 1935; Ahmedullah & Nayar 1987). Later, it was
reported to be a medium-sized deciduous tree, endemic
to southeastern India, especially in Eastern Ghats
(Pullaiah & Rao 2002; Kumar & Raju 2021; Narasimhan
& Sheeba 2021; POWO 2024), and Kanniyakumari coast
(Kader 2015). In this paper, we report it as a large-
canopied but short dry evergreen tree. In Tamil Nadu,
it was reported from the districts of Kanniyakumari,
Tirunelveli, Virudhunagar, Madurai, and Namakkal
(Narasimhan & Sheeba 2021). The first author already
reported five small trees in Kanniyakumari Railway
Station (Kader 2015) which were removed for extending
the railway track during December 2020—January 2022.
In this paper, we report that M. apetala is also distributed
in Vattakottai Fort in Kanniyakumari, Kavalkinaru in
Tirunelveli District, in the hills of Thirupparanuntram
and Kidaripatti in Madurai.

Maerua apetala is a rare, large-canopied but
usually a short, unarmed, dry evergreen tree with

Editor: A.J. Solomon Raju, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam, India.

pinnately trifoliolate dimorphic leaves, small dark
greenish-purple fragrant flowers in axillary and terminal
racemes, and long-stalked ovoid berries (Image 1). It is
an ethnobotanically important tree species. In Andhra
Pradesh the Chenchu and Lambadi people use root bark
paste and root extract to treat leucoderma. The tender
leaves are ground with spices and the paste obtained
is made into pills which are given orally for nervous
disorders and foot pain (Flowers of India 2023). It has
been reported to grow up to 4 m (Pullaiah 2000), up to 5
m (Pullaiah & Rao 2002), and up to 10 m height (Kumar &
Raju 2021) at 0-300 m elevation, however, none of them
reported its girth. During our field visit on 15 January
2022, we noticed a large tree with 3.30 m GBH and 10
m height inside Vattakottai Fort near Kanniyakumari
(Image 1). It is the largest known tree of M. apetala and
is under the control of Tamil Nadu State Department of
Archeology. Extensive explorations to similar habitats
in the adjacent localities are required to estimate its
threat status for conservation assessment. Its flowering
occurs during December—February and fruiting during
February—April.
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Image 1. Maerua apetala: a—habit | b—leaves | c—flowering twig | d—fruits. © Kader S.A.
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Local knowledge, attitudes, and perceptions of ecosystem services and disservices
provided by the Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala Pennant, 1769 (Aves: Ciconiidae)
in northern India: insights for conservation

—Yashmita-Ulman & Manoj Singh, Pp. 28329-28342

Communications

Analysis revealed minuscule DNA sequence data availability for Indian marine
macroalgal diversity
— Digvijay Singh Yadav, Aswin Alichen & Vaibhav A. Mantri, Pp. 28343-28349

Checklist of rust fungi of the Nuratau Nature Reserve, Uzbekistan
—1.M. Mustafaev, M.M. Iminova, |.Z. Ortiqov, S.A. Teshaboyeva & N.Q. Iskanov,
Pp. 28350-28357

Checklist of moths (Lepidoptera: Heterocera) from the campus of University of North
Bengal, Siliguri, India

— Abhirup Saha, Ratnadeep Sarkar, Rujas Yonle, Subhajit Das, Prapti Das & Dhiraj Saha,
Pp. 28358-28369

Vulture diversity and long-term trends in the Ranikhet region, Kumaon Himalaya,
Uttarakhand, India
— Mirza Altaf Baig, Nazneen Zehra & Jamal Ahmad Khan, Pp. 28370-28377

Nesting dynamics of Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus Boddaert, 1783 in urban
and rural regions of Indore, India
— Kratika Patidar & Vipul Keerti Sharma, Pp. 28378-28386

Assessing avian diversity and conservation status in Dhamapur Lake World Heritage
Irrigation Structure, Sindhudurg, Maharashtra, India
— Yogesh Koli, Pravin Sawant & Mayuri Chavan, Pp. 28387-28398

Population status and habitat use of Indian Grey Wolf Canis lupus pallipes in Pench
Tiger Reserve, Madhya Pradesh, India
— Igra Rabbani & Sharad Kumar, Pp. 28399-28405

Activity budgets of a zoo-housed Mishmi Takin Budorcas taxicolor taxicolor
(Mammalia: Artiodactyla: Bovidae) herd
— Nabanita Ghosh, Pranita Gupta, Joy Dey & Basavaraj S. Holeyachi, Pp. 28406-28412

Extended distribution of Nymphoides peltata (S.G.Gmel.) Kuntze (Menyanthaceae) in
Manipur, India
— Aahen Chanu Waikhom & Bimolkumar Singh Sadokpam, Pp. 28413-28418
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Short Communications

Impatiens chamchumroonii (Balsaminaceae), a new record for the flora of
Vietnam

— Cuong Huu Nguyen, Diep Quang Dinh, Dinh Duc Nguyen & Keooudone
Souvannakhoummane, Pp. 28419-28423

Occurrence of the wood fern Arachniodes sledgei Fraser-Jenk. (Pteridophyta:
Dryopteridaceae) in the northern Western Ghats, India
— Sachin Patil & Jagannath Patil, Pp. 28424-28427

Notes

A note on the Petal-less Caper Maerua apetala (B.Heyne ex Roth) Jacobs
(Capparaceae)
—Shamsudheen Abdul Kader & Bagavathy Parthipan, Pp. 28428-28429

Record of Euploea mulciber (Cramer, [1777]) (Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae) in Delhi,
India: evidence of range extension in a restored urban ecosystem
— Aisha Sultana, Mohammad Shah Hussain & Balwinder Kaur, Pp. 28430-28432

Hump-nosed Pit Viper Hypnale hypnale feeding on an Allapalli Skink

Eutropis allapallensis in Karwar, India

— Nonita Rana, Karthy Shivapushanam, S.J.D. Frank & Govindan Veeraswami Gopi,
Pp. 28433-28435

Sighting of vagrant Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio in the coastal areas of
Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu, India
— Kishore Muthu, Anand Shibu & Santhanakrishnan Babu, Pp. 28436-28437

First record of the Diamond Dove Geopelia cuneata, an Australian endemic, in
Sikhna Jwhwlao National Park, Assam, India

— Bibhash Sarkar, Bijay Basfore, Leons Mathew Abraham & Anjana Singha Naorem,
Pp. 28438-28440

First photographic record of the Rusty-spotted Cat Prionailurus rubiginosus

(1. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1831) (Mammalia: Carnivora: Felidae) in Kuldiha Wildlife
Sanctuary, Odisha, India

— Tarun Singh, Harshvardhan Singh Rathore, N. Abhin, Subhalaxmi Muduli, Yash
Deshpande, Vivek Sarkar, Diganta Sovan Chand, Samrat Gowda, Prakash C. Gogineni,
Manoj V. Nair, Bivash Pandav & Samrat Mondol, Pp. 28441-28443

First photographic evidence of the Rusty-spotted Cat Prionailurus rubiginosus
(1. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1831) (Mammalia: Carnivora: Felidae) in Kapilash
Wildlife Sanctuary, Odisha, India

— Alok Kumar Naik, Sumit Kumar Kar, Shyama Bharati, Ashit Chakraborty & Ashis
Kumar Das, Pp. 28444-28446

Record of a Tiger Panthera tigris (Linnaeus, 1758) (Mammalia: Carnivora: Felidae)
in Saptari District of eastern Nepal: implications for conservation and habitat
connectivity

— Gobinda Prasad Pokharel, Chiranjibi Prasad Pokheral, Ashish Gurung, Bishnu
Singh Thakuri, Ambika Prasad Khatiwada, Aastha Joshi, Birendra Gautam, Mithilesh
Mahato, Naresh Subedi & Madhu Chetri, Pp. 28447-28450

Book Review
At the Point of No Return? — Reading Pankaj Sekhsaria’s Island on Edge: The Great

Nicobar Crisis
— Himangshu Kalita, Pp. 28451-28454
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