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The family Commelinaceae Mirb. comprises of 41 
genera and 731 species (Faden 2012; Christenhusz 
& Byng 2016), distributed mainly in the tropics and 
subtropics, whereas POWO (2024) accepts 36 genera 
and 774 species. The members of this family are 
commonly known as “Dayflower”. Karthikeyan  et 
al.  (1989) recorded 14 genera and 85 taxa from India. 
Later, Nandikar & Gurav (2020) listed 14 genera and 
96 taxa from India, while these authors in the book 
‘Commelinaceae of India (A Taxonomic Revision & 
Field Guide)’ have reported 15 genera and 130 taxa, 
of which 30 taxa are endemic. The aim of the book is 
to provide revision of the Indian Commelinaceae, in 
a comprehensive way in a single book which was not 
attempted earlier. This book is the outcome of the hard 
work, careful observations, and untiring efforts of the 
first author, which lasted about 14 years (2010–2023). 
He was awarded Ph.D. in the year 2013 on Indian 
Commelinaceae. It is a well written, nicely illustrated, 
well organized, and produced book.

The book contains nine chapters or sections, viz., 
historical outline of Commelinaceae, methodology, 
novelties, common & local names, systematic 
treatment, cultivated & ornamental species, references, 
index of plant names, and photographs. The section on 
systematic treatment occupies a major portion of the 
book. This part begins with morphological descriptions 
of Commelinaceae members’ habit, stem, leaf, 
inflorescence, stamens, pollen grains, style, capsule, 
and seed, followed by dichotomous key to the tribes & 
genera, and genera-wise detailed taxonomic description 
of all taxa. Every genus provides the number of taxa in 
the world & in India, complete taxonomic citation with 
synonyms, type species, etymology, distribution & 
habitat, and dichotomous key to species & intraspecific 
taxa. Each species and intraspecific taxa is given a current 
accepted name with relevant taxonomic references, 
type details, synonym/s with type details, etymology, 
detailed morphological descriptions, distribution & 
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habitat, chromosome count, IUCN threat assessment, 
notes, and specimens examined. Coloured photos and 
line drawing illustrations with scales are provided for 
many taxa. 

Nonetheless, in such a big work, a few discrepancies 
that went unnoticed by authors are mentioned here. 
The number of accepted genera, on the page with 
heading ‘About the book’ and on page 3 is 15, but in 
dichotomous key to genera and in systematic treatment 
the number is only 12 . Similarly, on page 3 the total 
number of accepted taxa given is 131, but in systematic 
treatment the number is 126. Authors mention the 
lectotype for the name Cyanotis fasciculata (B.Heyne ex 
Roth) Schult. & Schult.f. as designated by Arigela et al. 
(2023), but it was designated by Singh (2022). Similarly, 
authors have incorrectly mentioned the lectotype 
designation for the names Cyanotis decumbens Wight, 

C. dichrotricha Stocks ex Wight, and C. thwaitesii Hassk. 
Many citations mentioned in the systematic treatment 
are not included in the references section, like Arigela 
et al. (2023), Faden (1980), Jameera et al. (2016), Merrill 
& Dandy (1937), Singh (2022), and Singh & Muguran 
(2019).  

Overall, the book is a praiseworthy, long-
awaited contribution to the knowledge of the Indian 
Commelinaceae and is a must for all botanical 
institutions, colleges, universities, and for those 
interested in Dayflowers. The book should also be very 
useful to foreign countries, especially neighbouring 
countries and other Asian countries. I congratulate the 
authors for the great work they have accomplished and 
succeeded, and they splendidly deserve substantial 
compliments by the entire botanical fraternity of the 
country. 
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Communications

First record of leucistic Sloth Bear Melursus ursinus Shaw, 1791 
(Mammalia: Carnivora: Ursidae) in Panna Tiger Reserve, India
– Sankarshan Chaudhuri, Supratim Dutta & K. Ramesh, Pp. 25882–
25887

Occurrence and distribution of Indian Pangolin Manis crassicaudata 
(Mammalia: Pholidota: Manidae) in the protected area network 
of Jammu Shiwaliks, India
– Ajaz Ansari & Neeraj Sharma, Pp. 25888–25893

The first report of an assassin bug of the genus Ademula McAtee & 
Malloch (Reduviidae: Emesinae) from India and its rediscovery from 
Sri Lanka
– H. Sankararaman, Tharindu Ranasinghe, Anubhav Agarwal, Amila 
Sumanapala & Hemant V. Ghate, Pp. 25894–25903

Preference and plasticity in selection of host for oviposition in 
Black Marsh Dart Onychargia atrocyana Selys, 1865 (Odonata: 
Zygoptera: Platycnemididae)
– Pathik K. Jana, Priyanka Halder Mallick & Tanmay Bhattacharya, Pp. 
25904–25912

New records of termite species (Blattodea: Rhinotermitidae, 
Termitidae) from southern India
– A.V. Anushya & P.R. Swaran, Pp. 25913–25919

A study on the association between Tridax Daisy Tridax 
procumbens L. and butterflies at Shivaji University Campus, 
Maharashtra, India
– Aarati Nivasrao Patil & Sunil Madhukar Gaikwad, Pp. 25920–25930

Short Communications

Rare Honey Badger Mellivora capensis (Schreber, 1776) sighted in 
Tarai East Forest Division, Haldwani, Uttarakhand, India
– Prashant Kumar, Bhaskar C. Joshi, Anand Singh Bisht & Himanshu 
Bagri, Pp. 25931–25934 

Additional documentation of the Slender Skimmer Orthetrum 
sabina (Drury, 1770) preying on the Pied Paddy Skimmer 
Neurothemis tullia (Drury, 1773) in Nepal
– Mahamad Sayab Miya & Apeksha Chhetri, Pp. 25935–25938

Notes

First photographic record of the Red Giant Gliding Squirrel 
Petaurista petaurista Pallas, 1766 (Mammalia: Rodentia: Sciuridae) 
from Sattal, Uttarakhand, India
– Hiranmoy Chetia, Jayant Gupta & Murali Krishna Chatakonda, 
Pp. 25939–25941

Red Pierrot Talicada nyseus nyseus (Guérin-Meneville, 1843): 
an addition to the butterfly fauna of Arunachal Pradesh, India
– Roshan Upadhaya, Renu Gogoi, Ruksha Limbu, Manab Jyoti Kalita 
& Rezina Ahmed, Pp. 25942–25944

Ranunculus cantoniensis DC. (Ranunculaceae): an addition to the 
flora of West Bengal, India
– Jayantanath Sarkar, Srijan Mukhopadhyay & Biswajit Roy, 
Pp. 25945–25948

Book Review

Flowers of labour – Commelinaceae of India: Book review
– Rajeev Kumar Singh, Pp. 25949–25950
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