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First record of Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris (Scopoli, 1769)
(Aves: Passeriformes: Hirundinidae) from Tamil Nadu, India

S. Naveenkumar ®

#439, 6% Street, KK Pudur, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641038, India.
naturenks@gmail.com

Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris is a
small-sized aerial insectivorous bird from the family
Hirundinidae, commonly grouped under swallows
and martins. Eurasian Crag Martin breeds in India and
Pakistan Himalayan region; winters mainly in Western
Ghats of Karnataka, Maharashtra, Goa, and Gujarat
states (Grimmett et. al. 2011). Eurasian Crag Martin
has brown-grey crown and upper parts, dark brown
wings and tail, tail square, white spots on inner webs of
feathers (except inner and outermost pairs, occasionally
spots also on outer pair), chin and throat pale with dark
speckling, pale buff breast grading into brown-grey
belly and brown undertail-coverts, underwing-coverts
blackish (Turner 2020). Forages close to cliff faces, over
the gorges, woodland and villages; outside breeding
season they tend to forage over farmland, meadows,
rocky coasts, swamps, and lakes (Turner 2020). Eurasian
Crag Martin differs from widely resident Dusky Crag
Martin Ptyonoprogne concolor by larger size, paler
brown upperparts and underparts with throat and breast
noticeably paler than belly and vent, further underwing
appears strong two-toned compared with that of Dusky
Crag Martin. Its habitat includes rocky cliffs and gorges
(Grimmett et al. 2011), mountains, crags, and coastal
cliffs; and around human habitations (Turner 2020).

The Eurasian Crag Martin was recorded from Tamil
Nadu State with photographic evidence (Image 1-4).
On 18 August 2024 at 0810 hr while birding at Sithakiri

Editor: H. Byju, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India.

Malai (10.732 °N, 77.694 °E), Kuppanavalasu of Dindigul
District of Tamil Nadu, two individuals were recorded
actively foraging near cliff faces and occasionally
perching on a crag. It is a rocky hill at 350 m surrounded
by grasslands and agricultural lands.

The Eurasian Crag Martin is assessed as ‘Least
Concern’ on the IUCN Red List (BirdLife International
2024) and listed under Schedule-Il of Wildlife (Protection)
Act 1972. It is listed as species with a high priority with
long-term (the proportional change in frequency of
reporting in 2022 when compared with the frequency
before the year 2000) trend with a rapid decline (79%)
and a current annual (the average annual change in
frequency of reporting during the year 2015-2022)
trend with the decline (5.51%) in the population (SolB
2023) with limitations of the study (Maitreyi 2024), even
though it’s stable globally (BirdLife International 2024).

This is the first sighting of Eurasian Crag Martin
in Tamil Nadu. Birders overlook these birds due to
their small size, speed, and altitude at which they fly
(Shendokar & Kukade 2016). Sighting reports of these
species are important to predict their migration routes,
and range extension and to protect them.
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Image 1-2. Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris perching in a crag. © Naveen Kumar S.

Image 3-4. Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris in flight. © Naveen Kumar S.
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Image 5. Map showing sighting locations of Eurasian Crag Martin in Tamil Nadu, India.
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Common Mudpuppy Necturus maculosus (Proteidae) and the Eastern
Hellbender Cryptobranchus alleganiensis (Cryptobranchidae)
observations on iNaturalist

—Shem Unger, Pp. 26234-26239

A preliminary study of odonate fauna in the high ranges of Munnar,
southern Western Ghats, India

—T.S. Krishnanunni, Nazar Neha, R. Arya & P.O. Nameer, Pp. 26240—
26250

A new species of Arctodiaptomus Kiefer, 1932 (Copepoda:
Diaptomidae) from the Kumaun Himalaya of India
— Shaikhom Inaotombi & Debajit Sarma, Pp. 26251-26263

Morpho-anatomical characterization and conservation status of
the Whisk Fern Psilotum nudum (L.) P.Beauv. (Polypodiopsida:
Psilotaceae) from Cooch Behar District of West Bengal, India

— Aninda Mandal, Pp. 26264-26271

Six new reports of corticioid fungi from India
—Poonam, Avneet Pal Singh & Gurpaul Singh Dhingra, Pp. 26272-26282

On the Maravalia echinulata (Niessl ex Rabenh.) Ono (Pucciniales:
Chaconiaceae) with reference to its host range and distribution
—Sayantan Jash & Asit Baran De, Pp. 26283-26290
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Short Communications

A rare low elevation photographic record of Himalayan Serow
Capricornis sumatraensis ssp. thar (Hodgson, 1831) from

Nameri National Park, Assam, India

— B. Piraisoodan, Asish Immanuel Baglary, Saumitro Das & Debasish
Buragohain, Pp. 26291-26295

Sightings of Red Goral Nemorhaedus baileyi in the community
forest of the Upper Siang region, Arunachal Pradesh: an insight
into its conservation challenges and implications within a tribal-
managed landscape

— Takhe Bamin, Kishon Tekseng & Daniel Mize, Pp. 26296-26300

New record of Sapria himalayana Griff. (Rafflesiaceae) from
Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary, Arunachal Pradesh, India

— Anisha Mandal, Aman Bishwakarma, Dibi Soma Monpa, Kabir
Pradhan, Karma Wangdi Monpa & Rohit Rai, Pp. 26301-26305

Pinnatella limbata (Bryophyta: Neckeraceae): reassessment of
conservation status based on recent findings
— 0O.M. Sruthi, C.N. Manju, K.P. Rajesh & J. Enroth, Pp. 26306-26311

Additions of two genera of liverworts (Marchantiophyta)
to the bryoflora of Nagaland, India
— Kazhubhrii Eshuo, Kholi Kaini & S.K. Chaturvedi, Pp. 26312-26316

Phycolepidozia indica (Marchantiophyta: Jungermanniales)

an endemic leafless liverwort from Kerala part of Western Ghats,
India

—T. Krishnendhu, C.N. Manju, Ravi Athira & K.P. Rajesh, Pp. 26317—
26321

Notes

First photographic documentation of avian egg predation by
Common Palm Civet Paradoxurus hermaphroditus (Pallas, 1777)
(Mammalia: Carnivora: Viverridae)

— Aritra Bhattacharya, B.N. Achyutha, Nandini lyer, Somaiah
Sundarapandian & Kuppusamy Sivakumar, Pp. 2632226324

First record of Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris
(Scopoli, 1769) (Aves: Passeriformes: Hirundinidae) from Tamil
Nadu, India

—S. Naveenkumar, Pp. 26325-26327

Megachile vera Nurse, 1901 (Insecta: Hymenoptera: Megachilidae):
a new record of leaf cutter bee from Kerala, India
— Anju Sara Prakash & C. Bijoy, Pp. 26328-26330
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