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The Mainland Serow Capricornis sumatraensis thar 
is present across various habitats extending from the 
Himalayas on the Indian subcontinent to southern 
China, mainland southeastern Asia, and  Sumatra 
(Groves & Grubb 2011; Choudhury 2013; Mori et al. 
2019). Despite their widespread distribution, studies 
showed that Mainland Serow is highly restricted to 
rugged terrains between the mid- to high-elevation 
ranges between 200 to >2,000 m (Carr et al. 2023) and 
avoids human settlements (Phan et al. 2019). Listed as 
‘Vulnerable’ by the IUCN Red List (Phan et al. 2020), 

the species’ populations are fragmented, isolated, and 
rapidly declining due to poaching, habitat destruction, 
and habitat loss. The lack of reliable data on this 
species’ abundance and distribution makes it difficult 
to implement effective conservation actions to ensure 
long-term survival (Phan et al. 2020; Carr et al. 2023). 
In the Indian subcontinent, Mainland Serow is widely 
distributed across community forests and protected 
areas of India, Nepal, Bhutan, and Myanmar, from 100 
m (Choudhury 2013) up to an elevation of 3,500 m (Phan 
et al. 2020). In Bhutan, the species is documented both 
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Image 1. Mainland Serow Capricornis sumatraensis thar was photo-captured in the Ripu-Chirang Forest Complex (presently Raimona National 
Park), Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR), Assam, India (29 December 2020) at an elevation of 96 m. © Department of Environment and Forests, 
BTC, and Aaranyak.

Image 2. The map shows the photo-captured location of Mainland Serow Capricornis sumatraensis thar in Raimona National Park located in the 
Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR) of Assam, India (29 December 2020).

in non-protected areas (e.g., Lamai Goempa Research 
Preserve of central Bhutan (Dhendup et al. 2019) and 
in protected areas (e.g., Royal Manas National Park, 
Phibsoo Wildlife Sanctuary and Jomotsangkha Wildlife 

Sanctuary (Ahmed et al. 2016, 2019; DoFPS 2023), that 
share contiguous forest with India, in the Transboundary 
Manas Conservation Area (TraMCA). In India, the 
species is continuously distributed across the Himalaya 
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