
Open Access

10.11609/jott.2024.16.7.25495-25638
www.threatenedtaxa.org 

26 July 2024 (Online & Print)
16(7): 25495–25638

ISSN 0974-79t07 (Online) 
ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

B
u

il
d

in
g

 e
vi

d
en

ce

Taxa

fo
r conservation globally

Threatened
Journal ofJournal of



EDITORS

Founder & Chief Editor 
Dr. Sanjay Molur
Wildlife Information Liaison Development (WILD) Society & Zoo Outreach Organization (ZOO), 
43/2 Varadarajulu Nagar, 5th Street West, Ganapathy, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641006, India

Deputy Chief Editor 
Dr. Neelesh Dahanukar
Noida, Uttar Pradesh, India

Managing Editor 
Mr. B. Ravichandran, WILD/ZOO, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641006, India

Associate Editors 
Dr. Mandar Paingankar, Government Science College Gadchiroli, Maharashtra 442605, India 
Dr. Ulrike Streicher, Wildlife Veterinarian, Eugene, Oregon, USA
Ms. Priyanka Iyer, ZOO/WILD, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641006, India
Dr. B.A. Daniel, ZOO/WILD, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641006, India

Editorial Board 
Dr. Russel Mittermeier
Executive Vice Chair, Conservation International, Arlington, Virginia 22202, USA

Prof. Mewa Singh Ph.D., FASc, FNA, FNASc, FNAPsy
Ramanna Fellow and Life-Long Distinguished Professor, Biopsychology Laboratory, and 
Institute of Excellence, University of Mysore, Mysuru, Karnataka 570006, India; Honorary 
Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, Bangalore; and Adjunct 
Professor, National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bangalore 

Stephen D. Nash
Scientific Illustrator, Conservation International, Dept. of Anatomical Sciences, Health Sciences 
Center, T-8, Room 045, Stony Brook University, Stony Brook, NY 11794-8081, USA

Dr. Fred Pluthero
Toronto, Canada

Dr. Priya Davidar 
Sigur Nature Trust, Chadapatti, Mavinhalla PO, Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu 643223, India

Dr. Martin Fisher
Senior Associate Professor, Battcock Centre for Experimental Astrophysics, Cavendish 
Laboratory, JJ Thomson Avenue, Cambridge CB3 0HE, UK

Dr. John Fellowes
Honorary Assistant Professor, The Kadoorie Institute, 8/F, T.T. Tsui Building, The University of 
Hong Kong, Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong

Prof. Dr. Mirco Solé
Universidade Estadual de Santa Cruz, Departamento de Ciências Biológicas, Vice-coordenador 
do Programa de Pós-Graduação em Zoologia, Rodovia Ilhéus/Itabuna, Km 16 (45662-000) 
Salobrinho, Ilhéus - Bahia - Brasil

Dr. Rajeev Raghavan
Professor of Taxonomy, Kerala University of Fisheries & Ocean Studies, Kochi, Kerala, India

English Editors 
Mrs. Mira Bhojwani, Pune, India 
Dr. Fred Pluthero, Toronto, Canada 
Mr. P. Ilangovan, Chennai, India
Ms. Sindhura Stothra Bhashyam, Hyderabad, India

Web Development
Mrs. Latha G. Ravikumar, ZOO/WILD, Coimbatore, India

Typesetting
Mrs. Radhika, ZOO, Coimbatore, India
Mrs. Geetha, ZOO, Coimbatore India

Fundraising/Communications
Mrs. Payal B. Molur, Coimbatore, India

Subject Editors 2020–2022

Fungi 

Dr. B. Shivaraju, Bengaluru, Karnataka, India 
Dr. R.K. Verma, Tropical Forest Research Institute, Jabalpur, India
Dr. Vatsavaya S. Raju, Kakatiay University, Warangal, Andhra Pradesh, India 
Dr. M. Krishnappa, Jnana Sahyadri, Kuvempu University, Shimoga, Karnataka, India
Dr. K.R. Sridhar, Mangalore University, Mangalagangotri, Mangalore, Karnataka, India
Dr. Gunjan Biswas, Vidyasagar University, Midnapore, West Bengal, India
Dr. Kiran Ramchandra Ranadive, Annasaheb Magar Mahavidyalaya, Maharashtra, India

Plants 

Dr. G.P. Sinha, Botanical Survey of India, Allahabad, India
Dr. N.P. Balakrishnan, Ret. Joint Director, BSI, Coimbatore, India 
Dr. Shonil Bhagwat, Open University and University of Oxford, UK 
Prof. D.J. Bhat, Retd. Professor, Goa University, Goa, India 
Dr. Ferdinando Boero, Università del Salento, Lecce, Italy 
Dr. Dale R. Calder, Royal Ontaro Museum, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
Dr. Cleofas Cervancia, Univ. of Philippines Los Baños College Laguna, Philippines 
Dr. F.B. Vincent Florens, University of Mauritius, Mauritius 
Dr. Merlin Franco, Curtin University, Malaysia 
Dr. V. Irudayaraj, St. Xavier’s College, Palayamkottai, Tamil Nadu, India 
Dr. B.S. Kholia, Botanical Survey of India, Gangtok, Sikkim, India 
Dr. Pankaj Kumar, Department of Plant and Soil Science, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas, USA.
Dr. V. Sampath Kumar, Botanical Survey of India, Howrah, West Bengal, India 
Dr. A.J. Solomon Raju, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam, India 
Dr. Vijayasankar Raman, University of Mississippi, USA
Dr. B. Ravi Prasad Rao, Sri Krishnadevaraya University, Anantpur, India 
Dr. K. Ravikumar, FRLHT, Bengaluru, Karnataka, India
Dr. Aparna Watve, Pune, Maharashtra, India
Dr. Qiang Liu, Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden, Yunnan, China
Dr. Noor Azhar Mohamed Shazili, Universiti Malaysia Terengganu, Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia
Dr. M.K. Vasudeva Rao, Shiv Ranjani Housing Society, Pune, Maharashtra, India 
Prof. A.J. Solomon Raju, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam, India
Dr. Mandar Datar, Agharkar Research Institute, Pune, Maharashtra, India
Dr. M.K. Janarthanam, Goa University, Goa, India
Dr. K. Karthigeyan, Botanical Survey of India, India
Dr. Errol Vela, University of Montpellier, Montpellier, France
Dr. P. Lakshminarasimhan, Botanical Survey of India, Howrah, India
Dr. Larry R. Noblick, Montgomery Botanical Center, Miami, USA
Dr. K. Haridasan, Pallavur, Palakkad District, Kerala, India
Dr. Analinda Manila-Fajard, University of the Philippines Los Banos, Laguna, Philippines
Dr. P.A. Sinu, Central University of Kerala, Kasaragod, Kerala, India
Dr. Afroz Alam, Banasthali Vidyapith (accredited A grade by NAAC), Rajasthan, India
Dr. K.P. Rajesh, Zamorin’s Guruvayurappan College, GA College PO, Kozhikode, Kerala, India
Dr. David E. Boufford, Harvard University Herbaria, Cambridge, MA 02138-2020, USA
Dr. Ritesh Kumar Choudhary, Agharkar Research Institute, Pune, Maharashtra, India
Dr. A.G. Pandurangan, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India
Dr. Navendu Page, Wildlife Institute of India, Chandrabani, Dehradun, Uttarakhand, India
Dr. Kannan C.S. Warrier, Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding, Tamil Nadu, India

Invertebrates 

Dr. R.K. Avasthi, Rohtak University, Haryana, India 
Dr. D.B. Bastawade, Maharashtra, India
Dr. Partha Pratim Bhattacharjee, Tripura University, Suryamaninagar, India 
Dr. Kailash Chandra, Zoological Survey of India, Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, India 
Dr. Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman, University of Pretoria, Queenswood, South Africa
Dr. Rory Dow, National Museum of natural History Naturalis, The Netherlands 
Dr. Brian Fisher, California Academy of Sciences, USA
Dr. Richard Gallon, llandudno, North Wales, LL30 1UP
Dr. Hemant V. Ghate, Modern College, Pune, India 
Dr. M. Monwar Hossain, Jahangirnagar University, Dhaka, Bangladesh

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online); ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

Publisher 	  Host 
Wildlife Information Liaison Development Society 	 Zoo Outreach Organization
www.wild.zooreach.org 	 www.zooreach.org

43/2 Varadarajulu Nagar, 5th Street West, Ganapathy, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641006, India
Registered Office: 3A2 Varadarajulu Nagar, FCI Road, Ganapathy, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641006, India

Ph: +91 9385339863 | www.threatenedtaxa.org
Email: sanjay@threatenedtaxa.org

continued on the back inside cover

Cover: Mixed media illustration of a Blue bird and Sunbird. © Lakshmi Niranjana.

For Focus, Scope, Aims, and Policies, visit https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/aims_scope
For Article Submission Guidelines, visit https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/submissions
For Policies against Scientific Misconduct, visit https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/policies_various

https://www.threatenedtaxa.org
https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/aims_scope


25627

Editor:  Carol Inskipp, Bishop Auckland Co., Durham, UK.�      Date of publication: 26 July 2024 (online & print)

Citation: Shafayat, S., F.A. Ahanger, T. Ahmad, B.A. Bhat & Z.H. Najar (2024). First record of Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata (Linnaeus, 1758) (Aves: 
Passeriformes: Estrildidae) from Kashmir, India. Journal of Threatened Taxa 16(7): 25627–25629. https://doi.org/10.11609/jott.8856.16.7.25627-25629
  
Copyright: © Shafayat et al. 2024. Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.  JoTT allows unrestricted use, reproduction, and distribution of this 
article in any medium by providing adequate credit to the author(s) and the source of publication.

Funding: This research received no specific grant from any funding agency.

Competing interests: The authors declare no competing interests.

Acknowledgements: The authors are highly thankful to Department of Wildlife Protection, Jammu and Kashmir, for granting the necessary permission to carry out 
work in north Kashmir. A special thanks go out to Deputy Commissioner Baramulla for granting permission in sensitive zones.

First record of Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata (Linnaeus, 1758) 
(Aves: Passeriformes: Estrildidae) from Kashmir, India

Shazia Shafayat ¹     , Fayaz Ahmad Ahanger ²     , Tariq Ahmad ³     , Bilal A. Bhat ⁴
& Zakir Hussain Najar ⁵

1,3,4,5 Department of Zoology, University of Kashmir, Hazratbal, Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir 190001, India.
2 Department of Zoology, Government Degree College Ganderbal, Jammu & Kashmir 191201, India.

¹ ssshafayat006@gmail.com, ² ahangerfayaz@gmail.com, ³ drtariqento@kashmiruniversity.ac.in, ⁴ bilalwildlife@gmail.com, 
⁵ zakirnajar1@gmail.com (corresponding author )

Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 26 July 2024 | 16(7): 25627–25629

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online) | ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)  

https://doi.org/10.11609/jott.8856.16.7.25627-25629

#8856 | Received 26 November 2023 | Final received 11 June 2024 | Finally accepted 09 July 2024

OPEN 
ACCESS

Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata is a 
small-sized bird from the family Estrildidae, commonly 
known as waxbills, grass finches, or the munia family. 
Scaly-breasted Munia is also sometimes referred to 
as Spotted Munia. This bird is indigenous to Asia with 
a broad geographic range, including India, China, 
Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Bhutan, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Nepal, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Vietnam 
(Arigela et al. 2020; Bird Life International 2023). It 
has been introduced to Australia, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, 
Florida, Japan, and California. In Oahou and Hawaii 
this introduction has led to the establishment of wild 
populations that compete with other munia species, 
such as Tricolored Munias Lonchura malacca, which 
were also introduced at the same time (Moulton et al. 
1992; Payne 2020). Scaly-breasted Munias live in wet 
and high grasslands, often with other munias. They eat 
grass seeds, berries, algae, and insects (Payne 2020). 
They roost in bushes, trees, and cycas plants. In southern 
India and Indonesia, they are considered crop pests.

Current literature reports Scaly-breasted Munia 
in Jammu province of the Union Territory of Jammu 
& Kashmir, India which is ecologically different from 

Kashmir (Grimmet et al. 2011; Suhail et al. 2020). Here 
we present Scaly-breasted Munia from Kashmir province 
with photographic evidence (Image 1–4). During our 
field surveys, Scaly-breasted Munia, was observed at 
three locations, viz., Kaman post Uri, Salamabad Uri, and 
Ladoora area in Baramulla District along the river Jhelum 
(Image 5). Initially the bird was sighted at Kaman post 
(34.100°N & 74.022°E) on 2 September 2022, at 1022 
h perching on the transmission wires. During a second 
visit on 17 June 2023 in the Salamabad area (34.095°N 
& 74.022°E), a flock of Scaly-breasted Munias was 
sighted at 1430 h near the hydropower project dam. 
The third sighting took place at the Ladoora (34.252°N 
& 74.401°E) area of Baramulla on 21 July 2023 at 
1500 h. The bird was observed near a footbridge, 
perching on an electric wire, and feeding on grass. 
The first author is investigating riverine bird diversity, 
conducting comprehensive bird surveys in the area 
to identify, and document bird species. As munias are 
popular cage birds, the birds seen in Kashmir could be 
escapees. As munias have been successfully introduced 
in many countries, they are hardy enough to establish 
wild populations by the escaped birds from the cages. 
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Image 1–2. Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata at Kaman Post and Salamabad Uri, Baramulla, Kashmir. © Shazia Shafayat.

Image 3–4. Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata at Ladoora, Baramulla, Kashmir. © Shazia Shafayat.

Image 5 . Map showing sighting locations of Scaly-breasted Munia in Kashmir, India.



First record of Lonchura punctulata from Kashmir, India	 Shafayat et al.

Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org |  26 July 2024 | 16(7): 25627–25629 25629

J TT
Many times, people become tired of their pet birds and 
release them. Most do not survive, but many species 
(e.g., munias, parakeets, mynas) survive and establish 
wild populations.

The bird is characterized by its rich reddish-brown 
plumage, notably darker on the chin, and throat (Image 
1–4). The breast and belly display a striking contrast, 
appearing white with black feather edges that create a 
scaled pattern which distinguishes the bird from other 
munias. The mantle, back, and wings exhibit a slightly 
paler and duller hue, adorned with subtle barring, and 
occasionally more prominent pale shaft streaks. The 
bird’s eyes have a dark brown to brownish-red iris, the 
bill is blackish, and the lower mandible may exhibit a 
paler bluish-grey shade. The rump showcases distinctive 
dark brown and whitish or yellowish bars, while the 
upper tail coverts feature a subdued golden-yellow to 
orange-brown coloration. The species was identified 
using Grimmett et al. (2011).

The bird is a new member to the avifaunal diversity 
of Kashmir, India. There is limited scientific investigation 

into the avian diversity inhabiting the northern Kashmir, 
which needs scientific attention in the form of intensive 
surveys.
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