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Mustelidae is a diverse family of carnivorous 
mammals. It includes weasels, badgers, otters, martens, 
and wolverines. The genus Mustela consists of 14–17 
species (Corbet 1978; Abramov 2000; Macdonald 2001; 
Wozencraft 2005). In Nepal, 11 species are recognized 
belonging to family Mustelidae (Chetri et al. 2014; Thapa 
2014). Among them, five species of the genus Mustela: 
Mountain Weasel M. altaica, Yellow-bellied Weasel M. 
kathiah, Stripe-backed Weasel M. strigidorsa, Steppe 
Polecat M. eversmanii, and Siberian Weasel M. sibirica 
are known to occur in Nepal (Chetri et al. 2014; Thapa 

2014). The existence of Stoat in Nepal M. ermenia 
remains doubtful (Thapa 2014). According to Abramov 
et al. (2016), the taxonomic status of the Himalayan and 
central Asian population of M. sibirica is uncertain. The 
species from Kashmir and Sikkim in India, and Nepal, are 
morphologically distinct and can be treated as a separate 
species M. subhemachalana  Hodgson, 1837 (Abramov 
et al. 2018). The average body weight range of Siberian 
Weasel M. sibirica is 650-820 g for males and 360-430 g 
for females (Hunter 2011). Globally, the species is listed 
as ‘Least Concern’ on the IUCN Red List of Threatened 
Species (Abramov et al. 2016). However, very little 
information is available on the species distribution 
and ecology from Nepal Himalaya (Jnawali et al. 2011; 
Ghimirey & Acharya 2014). This paper presents the first 
camera trap photo evidence of the presence of Siberian 
Weasel in the Gaurishankar Conservation Area (GCA). 

Survey area and methods
The survey was conducted in the GCA (27.870N, 

86.180E) within an elevation range of 1,650–5,000 m 
(Figure 1). GCA is located between Langtang National 

SHORT COMMUNICATION

Abstract: Five photographs of Siberian Weasel were captured by 
camera traps in two locations at an elevation of 2,840-3,200 m. in 
Gaurishankar Conservation Area. The species was identified based on 
its uniform yellowish-brown coat, the presence of a black mask that 
surrounded its eyes and the white chin, which are key characteristics 
that distinguishes it from other weasel species. This is the first 
confirmation of the presence of Siberian Weasel in Gaurishankar 
Conservation Area, Nepal. Based on present and previous confirmed 
records, a distribution map of the species has been updated for Nepal. 

Keywords: Carnivore, distribution, mustelid, Nepal Himalaya, 
opportunistic record.
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Park in the west and Sagarmatha National Park in the 
east. The northern border is adjacent to the Qomolangma 
National Nature Reserve, the largest nature reserve in 
the Tibetan autonomous region of the People’s Republic 
of China. GCA covers an area of 2,179 km2 along three 
districts - Dolakha, Rammechhap, and Sindupalchok. 
Within 120 km of south-north, the elevation rises from 
less than 1,000 m to over 7,000 m in Dolakha District. 
The physiographic and climatic zones vary from mid-hills 
to high mountains and from sub-tropical to alpine. The 
diverse physiographic and climatic zones vary from mid-
hills to high mountains and from subtropical to alpine 
mosaics habitats with many threatened species of flora 
and fauna (GCA 2013). The area harbors more than 700 
plant species. The most common ungulates seen at lower 
altitudes is the Himalayan Goral Naemorhedus goral. 
Three primate species are found in the region, including 
the globally near-threatened Assamese Macaque 
Macaca assamensis (Boonratna et al. 2020). The area 
also harbours Chinese Pangolin Manis pentadactyla, 
Red Panda Ailurus fulgens, Asiatic Black Bear Ursus 
thibetanus, Common Leopard Panthera pardus, Snow 

Leopard Panthera uncia, and Himalayan Wolf Canis 
lupus chanco. 

Nearly 70,000 people are living within GCA. The 
pressure on forest habitats is high. National Trust 
for Nature Conservation-Gaurishankar Conservation 
Area Project has been managing the area since July 
2010 and has initiated important conservation work in 
partnership with the concerned stakeholders and local 
communities. At higher altitudes, rangelands are used 
for grazing livestock such as goats, sheep, cows, horses, 
yak-hybrid (chauri & dzo), yak and demu (female yak). 
During summer, livestock such as goats, sheep, yak and 
yak-hybrids are taken to higher altitudes for grazing 
by using temporary cattle sheds. To escape severe 
winter, some northern villages also have a tradition of 
temporary migrating to lower altitudes for 3–4 months 
with livestock herds.

The entire GCA was overlaid with 5 x 5 km grid 
cells using ArcGIS (see Figure 1). Among 97 grid cells, 
we avoided 34 cells due to difficult terrain, human 
settlements, and agricultural farmland. Pairs of camera 
traps were set to obtain pictures of both flanks of the 

Figure 1. Distribution updates of Siberian weasel in Nepal. Dot signs represent new sighting locations of species in Gaurishankar Conservation 
Area, Nepal.
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Image 1. Siberian Weasel Mustela sibirica in Gaurishankar Conservation Area: A--Front view showing the dark muzzle, white chin and black tip tail 
| B-Lateral view. © NTNC-GCAP.

elevation: 2,840 m). Both cameras were located at an 
approximate distance of 4–5 km from a human settlement. 
One of the locations was in a main livestock/human trail 
dominated by Nigalo Bamboo Drepanostachyum spp. 
with patches of Rhododendron species, and the other 
was in an animal trail at the base of the ridge with forest 
dominated by Rhododendron spp., Pinus wallichiana., 
Drepanostachyum spp., and Litsea spp. The species 
was identified based on uniform yellowish-brown coat, 
black tip tail and dark chocolate coloration on the snout 
(Law 2015). Several other mammalian species were also 
recorded from the two camera stations (Table 1). Two 
pheasants, i.e., Himalayan Monal and Blood Pheasants 
were also recorded.

The animal is locally known as ‘Malsapro’ in Nepali 
language. We talked with the local communities who 
are using the areas for livestock grazing and other forest 

animal species. Altogether, 183 camera locations were 
used during the survey period (April 2022–May 2023). 
Camera traps were placed at key locations for 43 days 
(except one camera trap), including major livestock 
trails, junctions of the trails, ridgelines, and in mountain 
passes, where we expected a high likelihood of wildlife 
activity. Depending on the topography and gradients, 
cameras were placed ca. 40–100 cm above the ground, 
and they were programmed to take three photos per 
triggered event.

Observations
We obtained five photos of Siberian Weasel in two 

locations (Image 1A-B) during April 2023 in GCA. At 
both locations, Siberian Weasels were captured during 
daytime, one at 0702 h (two photographs, elevation: 
3,200 m) and another at 1735 h (three photographs, 

A B

Table 1. List of mammalian and bird species recorded along with Siberian Weasel in the study area.

Species Family IUCN Red List 
Status (2023) Camera location

1 Siberian Weasel Mustela sibirica Mustelidae LC Khare (Dolkha) & Khalsa (Sindhupalchok)

2 Red Panda Ailurus fulgens Ailuridae EN Khare (Dolkha)

3 Common Leopard Panthera pardus Felidae VU Khalsa (Sindhupalchok)

4 Leopard Cat Prionailurus bengalensis Felidae VU Khalsa (Sindhupalchok)

5 Barking Deer Muntiacus muntjac Cervidae LC Khalsa (Sindhupalchok)

6 Wild Boar Sus scrofa Suidae LC Khalsa (Sindhupalchok)

7 Himalayan Serow Capricornis sumatraensis Bovidae VU Khalsa (Sindhupalchok)

8 Himalayan Goral Naemorhedus goral Bovidae NT Khalsa (Sindhupalchok)

9 Red Gaint Flying Squirrel Petaurista petaurista Sciuridae LC Khalsa (Sindhupalchok)

10 Himalayan Monal Lophophorus impejanus Phasianidae LC Khalsa (Sindhupalchok)

11 Blood Phasant Ithaginis cruentus Phasianidae LC Khalsa (Sindhupalchok)

LC—Least Concern | EN—Endangered | VU—Vulnerable | NT—Near Threatened.
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resources. However, local people failed to identify 
the species, and they were completely unaware of its 
presence, probably due to their rarity in the area. Based 
on the present and earlier records, a distribution map 
has been updated for the species in Nepal (see Figure 1).   

Discussion 
Among the five species of mustelids in Nepal, two 

species—Mountain Weasel M. altaica and Siberian 
Weasel M. sibirica—were found in the GCA. Although 
the Siberian Weasel is listed as Least Concern in the 
National Red List of Nepal (Jnawali et al. 2011), its 
conservation status needs reevaluation. Ghimirey & 
Acharya (2012) suggested the species need to be placed 
in Data Deficient category as very limited information 
available for assessing status of the species. The GCA was 
established in 2010, and thereafter, several research- 
and biodiversity surveys have been conducted (GCA 
2013). The recently published mammalian checklist 
of GCA highlighted the possibility of the presence of 
Siberian Weasel through a literature survey (Chetri et 
al. 2022). However, there was no confirmed evidence of 
their presence until the present finding. 

Few authenticated localities of Siberian Weasel 
presence are known in Nepal. There have been recent 
confirmation records of its presence in Dhorpatan 
Hunting Reserve (Basnet et al. 2022). Earlier, the 
presence of the species was also reported from Makalu-
Barun National Park and Manaslu Conservation Area 
(Ghimirey & Acharya 2012; Katuwal et al. 2013) and 
from Mugu and Humla districts which lie outside the 
protected area (Ghimirey & Acharya 2014; Yadav et al. 
2019). 

 Weasels played an important role in controlling 
rodents from agricultural fields, but in some countries, 
they cause significant damage to poultry (Jo et al. 2018), 
and therefore they may be persecuted (Abramov et al. 
2016). In GCA, human activities and livestock grazing 
pressure was high in the forests, as local communities 
are residing within the conservation area. Also, the 
awareness level of several forest dependent ethnic 
communities is limited. Therefore, awareness campaigns 
regarding the importance of the species are needed. As 
the taxonomic status of the Himalayan and Central Asian 
population of M. sibirica is still uncertain (see Abarmov 
et al. 2016), and several subspecies are currently 
recognized (Suzuki et al. 2013; Wozencraft 2005), we 
believe it is important to undertake a genomic study in 
the future. 

References

Abramov, A.V. (2000). A taxonomic review of the genus Mustela 
(Mammalia, Carnivora). Zoosystematica Rossica 8: 357–364.

Abramov, A.V., A.Y. Puzachenko & R. Masuda (2018). Cranial Variation 
in the Siberian Weasel  Mustela sibirica  (Carnivora, Mustelidae) 
and its Possible Taxonomic Implications. Zoological Studies 57: 14. 
https://doi.org/10.6620/ZS.2018.57-14 

Abramov, A.V., J.W. Duckworth, A. Choudhury, W. Chutipong, 
R.J. Timmins, Y. Ghimirey, B. Chan & V. Dinets  (2016).  Mustela 
sibirica.  The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species  2016: 
e.T41659A45214744.  https://doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016-1.
RLTS.T41659A45214744.en. Accessed on 01 July 2023.

Boonratana, R., M. Chalise, S. Htun & R.J. Timmins (2020). Macaca 
assamensis.  The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species  2020: 
e.T12549A17950189.  https://doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2020-2.
RLTS.T12549A17950189.en. Accessed on 01 July 2023

Chetri, M., M. Odden, T. McCarthy & P. Wegge (2014). First record 
of Steppe Polecat Mustela eversmanii in Nepal. Small Carnivore 
Conservation 51: 79–81. 

Chetri, M., P.R. Regmi, T.P. Dahal & S. Thami (2022). A checklist of 
mammals of Gaurishankar Conservation Area, Nepal. Nepalese 
Journal of Zoology 6(S1): 56–62. https://doi.org/10.3126/njz.
v6iS1.50533

Corbet, G.B. (1978). The Mammals of the Palaearctic Region: A Taxo­
nomic Review. British Museum (Natural History), London, UK, 314 
pp. 

GCA (2013). Gaurishankar Conservation Area Management Plan 
(2013-2017). National Trust for Nature Conservation, 166 pp.

Ghimirey, Y. & R. Acharya (2012). Records of Siberian weasel Mustela 
sibirica and Yellow-bellied Weasel M. kathiah from Makalu-Barun 
National Park, Nepal. Small Carnivore Conservation 47: 65–66.

Ghimirey, Y. & R. Acharya (2014). Status and ethnobiology of Mountain 
Weasel Mustela altaica in Humla district, Nepal. Small Carnivore 
Conservation 51: 64–67. 

Hunter, L. (2011). Carnivores of the World. Princeton University Press, 
Princeton, New Jersey, 240 pp.

IUCN (2023). The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 2022-2. 
IUCN, Gland, Switzerland.

Jnawali, S.R., H.S. Baral, S. Lee, K.P. Acharya, G.P. Upadhyay, M. 
Pandey, R.Shrestha. D.Joshi, B.R. Lamichhane, J. Griffiths, A. 
Khatiwada & R. Amin (compilers) (2011). The Status of Nepal 
Mammals: The National Red List Series. Department of National 
Parks and Wildlife Conservation, Kathmandu, Nepal, 276 pp.

Jo, Y.-S., J.T. Baccus & John L. Koprowski (2018). Mammals of Korea. 
National Institute of Biological Resources, Incheon, 543 pp.

Katuwal, H.B., B. Khanal, K. Basnet, B. Rai, S. Devkota, S.K. Rai, M. 
Nobis & C. Scheiddeger (2013). The mammalian fauna from the 
Central Himalaya, Nepal. Asian Journal of Conservation Biology 2: 
21–29.

Law, C.J. (2015). Mustela sibirica (Carnivora: Mustelidae). Mammalian 
Species 50(966): 109–118. https://doi.org/10.1093/mspecies/
sey013 

Macdonald, D. (2001). The Encyclopedia of Mammals - 1st Edition. 
Barnes & Noble/Andromeda Oxford, Abingdon, UK, 577 pp.

Suzuki, S., M. Abe & M. Motokawa (2013). Allometric comparison 
of skulls from two closely related weasels, Mustela itatsi and M. 
sibirica. Zoological Science 28: 676–688. 

Thapa, S. (2014). A checklist of mammals of Nepal. Journal of 
Threatened Taxa 6(8): 6061–6072. https://doi.org/10.11609/JoTT.
o3511.6061-72 

Wozencraft, W. (2005). Order Carnivora, pp. 532–628. In: Wilson, D.E. 
& D.M. Reeder (eds.). Mammal Species of the World - 3rd Edition. 
Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, Maryland, 2142 pp. 

Yadav, K., Y. Ghimirey, S.K. Ghimire, A. Prajapati & R. Acharya (2019). 
Observations of Siberian Weasel Mustela sibirica in Api-Nampa 
Conservation Area, Darchula district and Humla district, Nepal. 
Small Carnivore Conservation 57: 14–19.

Threatened Taxa

https://doi.org/10.6620/ZS.2018.57-14
https://doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016-1.RLTS.T41659A45214744.en
https://doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016-1.RLTS.T41659A45214744.en
https://doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2020-2.RLTS.T12549A17950189.en
https://doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2020-2.RLTS.T12549A17950189.en
https://doi.org/10.3126/njz.v6iS1.50533
https://doi.org/10.3126/njz.v6iS1.50533
https://doi.org/10.1093/mspecies/sey013
https://doi.org/10.1093/mspecies/sey013
https://doi.org/10.11609/JoTT.o3511.6061-72
https://doi.org/10.11609/JoTT.o3511.6061-72


Mr. Jatishwor Singh Irungbam, Biology Centre CAS, Branišovská, Czech Republic. 
Dr. Ian J. Kitching, Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, UK 
Dr. George Mathew, Kerala Forest Research Institute, Peechi, India 
Dr. John Noyes, Natural History Museum, London, UK
Dr. Albert G. Orr, Griffith University, Nathan, Australia 
Dr. Sameer Padhye, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium
Dr. Nancy van der Poorten, Toronto, Canada 
Dr. Kareen Schnabel, NIWA, Wellington, New Zealand 
Dr. R.M. Sharma, (Retd.) Scientist, Zoological Survey of India, Pune, India 
Dr. Manju Siliwal, WILD, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India 
Dr. G.P. Sinha, Botanical Survey of India, Allahabad, India 
Dr. K.A. Subramanian, Zoological Survey of India, New Alipore, Kolkata, India 
Dr. P.M. Sureshan, Zoological Survey of India, Kozhikode, Kerala, India 
Dr. R. Varatharajan, Manipur University, Imphal, Manipur, India 
Dr. Eduard Vives, Museu de Ciències Naturals de Barcelona, Terrassa, Spain 
Dr. James Young, Hong Kong Lepidopterists’ Society, Hong Kong
Dr. R. Sundararaj, Institute of Wood Science & Technology, Bengaluru, India 
Dr. M. Nithyanandan, Environmental Department, La Ala Al Kuwait Real Estate. Co. K.S.C., 
Kuwait
Dr. Himender Bharti, Punjabi University, Punjab, India
Mr. Purnendu Roy, London, UK 
Dr. Saito Motoki, The Butterfly Society of Japan, Tokyo, Japan
Dr. Sanjay Sondhi, TITLI TRUST, Kalpavriksh, Dehradun, India  
Dr. Nguyen Thi Phuong Lien, Vietnam Academy of Science and Technology, Hanoi, Vietnam 
Dr. Nitin Kulkarni, Tropical Research Institute, Jabalpur, India 
Dr. Robin Wen Jiang Ngiam, National Parks Board, Singapore
Dr. Lional Monod, Natural History Museum of Geneva, Genève, Switzerland.
Dr. Asheesh Shivam, Nehru Gram Bharti University, Allahabad, India
Dr. Rosana Moreira da Rocha, Universidade Federal do Paraná, Curitiba, Brasil
Dr. Kurt R. Arnold, North Dakota State University, Saxony, Germany
Dr. James M. Carpenter, American Museum of Natural History, New York, USA 
Dr. David M. Claborn, Missouri State University, Springfield, USA
Dr. Kareen Schnabel, Marine Biologist, Wellington, New Zealand
Dr. Amazonas Chagas Júnior, Universidade Federal de Mato Grosso, Cuiabá, Brasil
Mr. Monsoon Jyoti Gogoi, Assam University, Silchar, Assam, India 
Dr. Heo Chong Chin, Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM), Selangor, Malaysia
Dr. R.J. Shiel, University of Adelaide, SA 5005, Australia
Dr. Siddharth Kulkarni, The George Washington University, Washington, USA
Dr. Priyadarsanan Dharma Rajan, ATREE, Bengaluru, India
Dr. Phil Alderslade, CSIRO Marine And Atmospheric Research, Hobart, Australia
Dr. John E.N. Veron, Coral Reef Research, Townsville, Australia
Dr. Daniel Whitmore, State Museum of Natural History Stuttgart, Rosenstein, Germany.
Dr. Yu-Feng Hsu, National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei City, Taiwan
Dr. Keith V. Wolfe, Antioch, California, USA
Dr. Siddharth Kulkarni, The Hormiga Lab, The George Washington University, Washington, 
D.C., USA
Dr. Tomas Ditrich, Faculty of Education, University of South Bohemia in Ceske 
Budejovice, Czech Republic
Dr. Mihaly Foldvari, Natural History Museum, University of Oslo, Norway
Dr. V.P. Uniyal, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, Uttarakhand 248001, India
Dr. John T.D. Caleb, Zoological Survey of India, Kolkata, West Bengal, India
Dr. Priyadarsanan Dharma Rajan, Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment 
(ATREE), Royal Enclave, Bangalore, Karnataka, India

Fishes 

Dr. Neelesh Dahanukar, IISER, Pune, Maharashtra, India 
Dr. Topiltzin Contreras MacBeath, Universidad Autónoma del estado de Morelos, México 
Dr. Heok Hee Ng, National University of Singapore, Science Drive, Singapore 
Dr. Rajeev Raghavan, St. Albert’s College, Kochi, Kerala, India 
Dr. Robert D. Sluka, Chiltern Gateway Project, A Rocha UK, Southall, Middlesex, UK 
Dr. E. Vivekanandan, Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Chennai, India 
Dr. Davor Zanella, University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia
Dr. A. Biju Kumar, University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India
Dr. Akhilesh K.V., ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Mumbai Research 
Centre, Mumbai, Maharashtra, India
Dr. J.A. Johnson, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, Uttarakhand, India
Dr. R. Ravinesh, Gujarat Institute of Desert Ecology, Gujarat, India

Amphibians 

Dr. Sushil K. Dutta, Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, Karnataka, India 
Dr. Annemarie Ohler, Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle, Paris, France

Reptiles 

Dr. Gernot Vogel, Heidelberg, Germany 
Dr. Raju Vyas, Vadodara, Gujarat, India
Dr. Pritpal S. Soorae, Environment Agency, Abu Dubai, UAE.
Prof. Dr. Wayne J. Fuller, Near East University, Mersin, Turkey
Prof. Chandrashekher U. Rivonker, Goa University, Taleigao Plateau, Goa. India
Dr. S.R. Ganesh, Chennai Snake Park, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. Himansu Sekhar Das, Terrestrial & Marine Biodiversity, Abu Dhabi, UAE 
 

Birds 

Dr. Hem Sagar Baral, Charles Sturt University, NSW Australia 
Mr. H. Byju, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. Chris Bowden, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, Sandy, UK 
Dr. Priya Davidar, Pondicherry University, Kalapet, Puducherry, India 
Dr. J.W. Duckworth, IUCN SSC, Bath, UK 
Dr. Rajah Jayapal, SACON, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India 
Dr. Rajiv S. Kalsi, M.L.N. College, Yamuna Nagar, Haryana, India 
Dr. V. Santharam, Rishi Valley Education Centre, Chittoor Dt., Andhra Pradesh, India 
Dr. S. Balachandran, Bombay Natural History Society, Mumbai, India
Mr. J. Praveen, Bengaluru, India
Dr. C. Srinivasulu, Osmania University, Hyderabad, India 
Dr. K.S. Gopi Sundar, International Crane Foundation, Baraboo, USA 
Dr. Gombobaatar Sundev, Professor of Ornithology, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia 
Prof. Reuven Yosef, International Birding & Research Centre, Eilat, Israel
Dr. Taej Mundkur, Wetlands International, Wageningen, The Netherlands
Dr. Carol Inskipp, Bishop Auckland Co., Durham, UK
Dr. Tim Inskipp, Bishop Auckland Co., Durham, UK
Dr. V. Gokula, National College, Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. Arkady Lelej, Russian Academy of Sciences, Vladivostok, Russia
Dr. Simon Dowell, Science Director, Chester Zoo, UK
Dr. Mário Gabriel Santiago dos Santos, Universidade de Trás-os-Montes e Alto Douro, 
Quinta de Prados, Vila Real, Portugal
Dr. Grant Connette, Smithsonian Institution, Royal, VA, USA
Dr. P.A. Azeez, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India

Mammals 

Dr. Giovanni Amori, CNR - Institute of Ecosystem Studies, Rome, Italy 
Dr. Anwaruddin Chowdhury, Guwahati, India 
Dr. David Mallon, Zoological Society of London, UK 
Dr. Shomita Mukherjee, SACON, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India 
Dr. Angie Appel, Wild Cat Network, Germany
Dr. P.O. Nameer, Kerala Agricultural University, Thrissur, Kerala, India 
Dr. Ian Redmond, UNEP Convention on Migratory Species, Lansdown, UK 
Dr. Heidi S. Riddle, Riddle’s Elephant and Wildlife Sanctuary, Arkansas, USA 
Dr. Karin Schwartz, George Mason University, Fairfax, Virginia. 
Dr. Lala A.K. Singh, Bhubaneswar, Orissa, India 
Dr. Mewa Singh, Mysore University, Mysore, India 
Dr. Paul Racey, University of Exeter, Devon, UK
Dr. Honnavalli N. Kumara, SACON, Anaikatty P.O., Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. Nishith Dharaiya, HNG University, Patan, Gujarat, India 
Dr. Spartaco Gippoliti, Socio Onorario Società Italiana per la Storia della Fauna “Giuseppe 
Altobello”, Rome, Italy
Dr. Justus Joshua, Green Future Foundation, Tiruchirapalli, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. H. Raghuram, The American College, Madurai, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. Paul Bates, Harison Institute, Kent, UK
Dr. Jim Sanderson, Small Wild Cat Conservation Foundation, Hartford, USA
Dr. Dan Challender, University of Kent, Canterbury, UK
Dr. David Mallon, Manchester Metropolitan University, Derbyshire, UK
Dr. Brian L. Cypher, California State University-Stanislaus, Bakersfield, CA
Dr. S.S. Talmale, Zoological Survey of India, Pune, Maharashtra, India
Prof. Karan Bahadur Shah, Budhanilakantha Municipality, Kathmandu, Nepal
Dr. Susan Cheyne, Borneo Nature Foundation International, Palangkaraja, Indonesia
Dr. Hemanta Kafley, Wildlife Sciences, Tarleton State University, Texas, USA

Other Disciplines 

Dr. Aniruddha Belsare, Columbia MO 65203, USA (Veterinary)
Dr. Mandar S. Paingankar, University of Pune, Pune, Maharashtra, India (Molecular) 
Dr. Jack Tordoff, Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund, Arlington, USA (Communities)
Dr. Ulrike Streicher, University of Oregon, Eugene, USA (Veterinary)
Dr. Hari Balasubramanian, EcoAdvisors, Nova Scotia, Canada (Communities) 
Dr. Rayanna Hellem Santos Bezerra, Universidade Federal de Sergipe, São Cristóvão, Brazil
Dr. Jamie R. Wood, Landcare Research, Canterbury, New Zealand
Dr. Wendy Collinson-Jonker, Endangered Wildlife Trust, Gauteng, South Africa 
Dr. Rajeshkumar G. Jani, Anand Agricultural University, Anand, Gujarat, India
Dr. O.N. Tiwari, Senior Scientist,  ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), New 
Delhi, India
Dr. L.D. Singla, Guru Angad Dev Veterinary and Animal Sciences University, Ludhiana, India
Dr. Rupika S. Rajakaruna, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka
Dr. Bahar Baviskar, Wild-CER, Nagpur, Maharashtra 440013, India

 
Reviewers 2021–2023
Due to pausity of space, the list of reviewers for 2021–2023 is available online.

Journal of Threatened Taxa is indexed/abstracted in Bibliography of Sys-
tematic Mycology, Biological Abstracts, BIOSIS Previews, CAB Abstracts, 
EBSCO, Google Scholar, Index Copernicus, Index Fungorum, JournalSeek, 
National Academy of Agricultural Sciences, NewJour, OCLC WorldCat, 
SCOPUS, Stanford University Libraries, Virtual Library of Biology, Zoologi-
cal Records.

NAAS rating (India) 5.64

Print copies of the Journal are available at cost. Write to:
The Managing Editor, JoTT, 
c/o Wildlife Information Liaison Development Society, 
43/2 Varadarajulu Nagar, 5th Street West, Ganapathy, Coimbatore, 
Tamil Nadu 641006, India
ravi@threatenedtaxa.org

The opinions expressed by the authors do not reflect the views of the 
Journal of Threatened Taxa, Wildlife Information Liaison Development Society, 
Zoo Outreach Organization, or any of the partners. The journal, the publisher, 
the host, and the partners are not responsible for the accuracy of the political 
boundaries shown in the maps by the authors. 



www.threatenedtaxa.orgwww.threatenedtaxa.org

The Journal of Threatened Taxa (JoTT) is dedicated to building evidence for conservation globally by 
publishing peer-reviewed articles online every month at a reasonably rapid rate at www.threatenedtaxa.org.  
All articles published in JoTT are registered under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License 
unless otherwise mentioned. JoTT allows allows unrestricted use, reproduction, and distribution of articles in 
any medium by providing adequate credit to the author(s) and the source of publication.

OPEN ACCESS

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online) | ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

May 2024 | Vol. 16 | No. 5 | Pages: 25119–25282
Date of Publication: 26 May 2024 (Online & Print)

DOI: 10.11609/jott.2024.16.5.25119-25282

Articles

Tree architecture model of Sumatran Orangutan Pongo abelii Lesson, 
1827 (Mammalia: Primates: Hominidae) nests at Soraya Research 
Station, Leuser Ecosystem, Indonesia
– Anugrah Gilang Permana Lubis & Nursahara Pasaribu, Pp. 25119–
25128

Diet of Rusty-spotted Cat Prionailurus rubiginosus (I. Geoffroy Saint-
Hilaire, 1831) (Mammalia: Carnivora: Felidae) in Sanjay Gandhi 
National Park, Mumbai, India
– Shomita Mukherjee, Arati Ramdas Gawari, Kartik Pillai, Pankaj 
Koparde, P.V. Karunakaran & Nayan Khanolkar, Pp. 25129–25136

An avifaunal checklist of the Bani Wildlife Sanctuary, Jammu & 
Kashmir, India
– Iyaz Quyoom, Bilal A. Bhat, Wasim Sajad Malik, Taslima Sheikh & Arif 
Nabi Lone, Pp. 25137–25146

Traditional harvesting practices employed for freshwater turtles by 
the indigenous communities along Shilabati River, West Bengal, India
– Prasun Mandal, Pathik Kumar Jana, Priyanka Halder Mallick, 
Shailendra Singh & Tanmay Bhattacharya, Pp. 25147–25156

Diversity and abundance of mayflies (Insecta: Ephemeroptera) 
in Achenkovil River, southern Western Ghats, Kerala, India
– S. Sujitha, R. Sreejai & C. Selvakumar, Pp. 25157–25165

Legumes (Angiosperm: Fabaceae) of Birbhum District, West Bengal, 
India
– Shamim Alam & Adani Lokho, Pp. 25166–25187

Floristic diversity of mangroves and mangrove associate species of 
Kali River Estuary, Karwar, Karnataka, India
– Amruta G. Hondappanavar, Shivanand S. Bhat & Praveen Kumar 
Verma, Pp. 25188–25197

Reproductive biology of Senna spectabilis (DC.) H.S.Irwin & Barneby 
(Fabaceae) - an invasive tree species in the tropical forests of the 
Western Ghats, India
– K. Muraleekrishnan, Sanal C. Viswanath & T.K. Hrideek, Pp. 25198–
25208

Communications

Diversity and status of butterfly fauna at Kurukshetra University 
campus, Haryana, India
– Vidisha Gupta & Parmesh Kumar, Pp. 25209–25219

First report of Lutevula hortensia (Distant) (Heteroptera: Reduviidae: 
Emesinae) from India
– Vijay Anand Ismavel & Hemant V. Ghate, Pp. 25220–25226

Diversity of mosses (Bryophyta) in Pangi valley (Himachal Pradesh, 
India): an unexplored domain of northwestern Himalaya
– Anshul Dhyani, Kumar Shantanu, Rajender Kumar Sharma & Prem Lal 
Uniyal, Pp. 25227–25234

Morphological characterization and distribution of four corticioid 
fungi species (Basidiomycota) in India
– Tanya Joshi, Ellu Ram, Avneet Kaur & Avneet Pal Singh, Pp. 25235–
25242

Taxonomy and molecular systematics of marasmioid fungi 
occurring (Basidiomycetes: Agaricales: Marasmiaceae) in 
Puducherry, India
– Yuvarani Krishnan, Thokur Sreepathy Murali, Gunasekaran 
Senthilarasu & Vadivelu Kumaresan, Pp. 25243–25251

Short Communications

First photo evidence of Siberian Weasel Mustela sibirica Pallas, 
1773 (Mammalia: Carnivora: Mustelidae) in Gaurishankar 
Conservation Area, Nepal
– Madhu Chetri, Purna Bahadur Ale & Morten Odden, Pp. 25252–
25255

Post-tsunami status, distribution, and way forward for the 
conservation of Andaman Teal Anas albogularis Hume, 1873 (Aves: 
Anatidae) in the Andaman Islands
– Anoop Raj Singh, Gaurav Sirola, Sipu Kumar & Nehru Prabakaran, 
Pp. 25256–25260

A preliminary checklist of Copepoda in the mangrove areas of 
Munroe Island, adjacent to Ashtamudi estuary, Kerala, India
– M.S. Arya, A. Biju & Dani Benchamin, Pp. 25261–25264

Notes

First photographic record of Asiatic Brush-tailed Porcupine 
Atherurus macrourus Linnaeus, 1758 from Sonai Rupai Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Assam, India
– B. Piraisoodan, Asish Immanuel Baglary & Bibhuti Mazumder, Pp. 
25265–25267

New country record of Trimeresurus uetzi Vogel, Nguyen & David, 
2023 (Reptilia: Squamata: Viperidae) from India
– Lal Biakzuala, Lal Muansanga, Fanai Malsawmdawngliana, 
Lalrinnunga Hmar & Hmar Tlawmte Lalremsanga, Pp. 25268–25272

New record of Giant Redeye Gangara thyrsis thyrsis (Fabricius, 
1775) (Lepidoptera: Hesperiidae) from Garhwal region of western 
Himalaya, India
– Ankita Singh Sajwan & Arun Pratap Singh, Pp. 25273–25275

Strobilanthes khasyana (Acanthaceae): an addition to the flora of 
Nagaland, India
– Pfüchüpe-ü Mero, Kazhuhrii Eshuo & Neizo Puro, Pp. 25276–25278

Sonerila konkanensis Resmi & Nampy (Melastomataceae) 
– an addition to the flora of Karnataka, India
– Prashant Karadakatti & Siddappa B. Kakkalameli, Pp. 25279–25282

Threatened Taxa

Publisher & HostPublisher & Host

https://www.threatenedtaxa.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.mushroomexpert.com/basidiomycetes.html
https://www.mushroomexpert.com/agaricales.html
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-7037-1046
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3220-5620
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-8249-5442
http://zooreach.org/?page_id=2



