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BOOK REVIEW

Waders are a group of birds that are awe-inspiring and 
dainty but many a birder has struggled with identification 
of this vast group in the Indian subcontinent. To address 
this concern Harkirat Singh Sangha has written a 
comprehensive hardbound book titled, “Waders of the 
Indian Subcontinent”. 

The book has an excellent compilation of information 
on 84 species of waders including some of the rare 
and cryptic species. The book aptly handles wader 
identification characters with clear illustrations, 
geographic range with a large enough maps for each 
species, past works and gives briefs about each of these 
publications (both pre and post-independence). Some 
of the other topics relevant to understanding waders, 
migration, flyways, and all the habitats preferred by 
waders including specific sites where migratory waders 
are recorded, are succinctly covered.

Not only does the book cover ecological and historic 
factors but also gives a brief account of the threats 
that are affecting waders such as habitat loss and 
degradation, pollution, hunting, and global warming. 
This is followed by existing conservation measures/
projects including citizen science initiatives and briefly 
mentions the Ramsar Convention, Important Bird Areas, 
Coastal Regulation Zone Notification, and Convention 
on Migratory Species which gives the avid birder a basic 
understanding of the existing tools for conservation of 
this fantastic group. 

The chapter on using this book is helpful and states 
how this book is a labour of love, something that is 
evident in the product itself for a lot of painstaking effort 
has gone into the minute details of the book. 

The colour plates in the book are a good attempt and 
there are many illustrations for each species in different 
moults, stages of development (breeding, non-breeding, 
juvenile) and variations are also well showcased. 

The species accounts have great detail including 
behaviours, status, conservation, and maps are large as 
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opposed to the ones seen in field guides. Each species 
is represented with local names, old names, taxonomy, 
distribution, field characters, description (different 
ages/stages), racial variation, measurements, moults, 
vocalizations, general habits, food/foraging, breeding, 
habitat, movements, status & conservation, and ample 
photographs in various life stages, habitats, & natural 
light setting. This in itself is a testament to the amount of 
research and detailing that has gone into each species. 
There is also a special section not seen in field guides 
regarding confusion species wherein it gives the birder 
information and fair warning about how species ‘a’ may 
get confused with species ‘b’ for specific reasons. This is 
especially useful when tackling a group such as waders.

Each species account is very well detailed and the 
author has not held back any information for lack of 
space and this makes the book very comprehensive. 
The layout is neat and each photograph is well placed, 
including photographs of young chicks in some cases 
which is again helpful in case of nest sighting in the 
field. Each photograph is credited individually and the 
photographers range far and wide. The book has a total 

of 540 original paintings and 450 colour photographs 
which in itself is a stupendous task when looking at 
84 species. For the purpose of this book the Indian 
subcontinent refers to Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and the Chagos. 
The book is a treasure trove of information and kudos to 
the author on this great effort. I would like to add that 
the book is slightly larger and heavier than a regular field 
guide but for avid birders it can prove extremely useful.

On the whole the book has covered all aspects 
connected to waders and has made references to most 
of the past studies on waders in the Indian subcontinent. 
It is undoubtedly a great book to not only identify but 
also understand ecology, behaviour, migration, and 
conservation of these complex groups.

Some of the aspects that would have improved this 
publication are some minor grammar issues, spacing 
consistency, and layout lapses. I am sure some of these 
challenges can be tackled in the next edition of this 
book. I would whole-heartedly recommend this book 
as a great book to start identifying and understanding 
waders holistically.
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interactions along the Savitri River at Mahad, Maharashtra, India
– Utkarsha Manish Chavan & Manoj Ramakant Borkar, Pp. 22118–22132
 
Paresis as a limiting factor in the reproductive efficiency of a nesting 
colony of Lepidochelys olivacea (Eschscholtz, 1829) in La Escobilla 
beach, Oaxaca, Mexico
– Alejandra Buenrostro-Silva, Jesús García-Grajales, Petra Sánchez-Nava 
& María de Lourdes Ruíz-Gómez, Pp. 22133–22138

Notes on the nesting and foraging behaviours of the Common Coot 
Fulica atra in the wetlands of Viluppuram District, Tamil Nadu, India 
– M. Pandian, Pp. 22139–22147

Population abundance and threats to Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis 
melanocephalus and Red-naped Ibis Pseudibis papillosa at study sites 
in Jhajjar district, Haryana, India
– Anjali & Sarita Rana, Pp. 22148–22155

Crop raiding and livestock predation by wildlife in Khaptad National 
Park, Nepal
– Ashish Bashyal, Shyam Sharma, Narayan Koirala, Nischal Shrestha, 
Nischit Aryal, Bhupendra Prasad Yadav & Sandeep Shrestha, Pp. 22156–
22163

Review

An annotated checklist of odonates of Amboli-Chaukul-Parpoli region 
showing new records for the Maharashtra State, India 
with updated state checklist
– Dattaprasad Sawant, Hemant Ogale & Rakesh Mahadev Deulkar, 
Pp. 22164–22178

Short Communications

The new addition of Blue Pimpernel of Primulaceae to the state flora 
of Assam, India
– Sushmita Kalita, Barnali Das & Namita Nath, Pp. 22179–22183 

A new species of genus Neocerura Matsumura, 1929 (Notodontidae: 
Lepidoptera) from India
– Amritpal Singh Kaleka & Rishi Kumar, Pp. 22184–22189

Rediscovery of an interesting preying mantis Deiphobella laticeps 
(Mantodea: Rivetinidae) from Maharashtra, India
– Gauri Sathaye, Sachin Ranade & Hemant V. Ghate, Pp. 22190–22194

Camera trapping records confirm the presence of the elusive 
Spotted Linsang Prionodon pardicolor (Mammalia: Carnivora: 
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– Amit Kumar Bal & Anthony J. Giordano, Pp. 22195–22200

 
Notes

First sighting record of the Orange-breasted Green-Pigeon Treron 
bicinctus (Aves: Columbiformes: Columbidae) from Chittaranjan, West 
Bengal, India
– Shahbaz Ahmed Khan, Nazneen Zehra & Jamal Ahmad Khan, 
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