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The Western Ghats hotspot of India has 270 
species of land snails of which 76% are endemic to 
this region (Aravind et al. 2005) and 40% are micro-
gastropods (Aravind et al. 2008). Varadia amboliensis 
is a helicarionoidean species of land snail endemic to 
the northern and central Western Ghats. It is the only 
known large semi-slug species having broad densely 
tuberculated shell lobes and a depressed, discoid shell 
with a disproportionately large body whorl and colour 
ranging from golden-brown to reddish-yellow (Bhosale 
et al. 2021). We, herein, report new occurrence records 
for the recently describe V. amboliensis from the state of 
Goa. Identity of the individuals were confirmed based on 
the characters as described by Bhosale et al. (2021); the 
shell surface was smooth and glossy, with irregular, faint 
collabral striae. Surface of mantle was densely covered 
by small, irregular tubercles that appear lighter on top, 
mantle with two broad shell lobes and two dorsal lobes, 
living individuals were glossy grey or greyish-white 
with irregular dark mottling; head and tail dark grey or 
blackish with tentacles tending to be paler at their tips. 
Tail consisting of large slit-like caudal pit; caudal horn 
prominent when extended.

On 2 September 2021 we observed an individual of 
V. amboliensis moving on a tar road at Netravali Wildlife 

NOTE

Sanctuary (15.0620N & 74.2400E) during our field visit 
at 0042 h (Image 2). In another such instance, on 22 
September 2021, during our field visit at Collem, Goa 
(15.3330N & 74.2590E), we found eight individuals of V. 
amboliensis on the rocks, dead wood logs and shrubs 
of Strobilanthes sp., alongside a slow flowing stream 
at 1900 h (Image 3). During our herpetological survey 
on 20 October 2021, at 2345 h in Sural Village, Goa 
(15.6680N & 74.1730E), we encountered 12 individuals 
of V. amboliensis on an embankment and on the forest 
floor during our field visit in the area (Image 4).
All of the above records were opportunistic sightings in 
semi evergreen patches, during our herpetological field 
visits, which indicates that dedicated surveys could yield 
more such records. Currently, this species is known from 
only a few localities and our sightings will add to the 
distribution data of this species.
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Image 1 . Distribution map showing Varadia ambolensis occurrences at: A—Netravali Wildlife Sanctuary | B—Collem village | C—Sural Village 
in the state of Goa.

Image 2. Varadia ambolensis photographed in Netravali Wildlife Sanctuary on 2 September 2021 at 0042 h. 
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Image 3. Varadia ambolensis photographed in Collem village, Goa on 22 September 2021 at 1900 h.

Image 4. Varadia ambolensis photographed in Sural village, Goa on 20 October 2021 at 2345 h.
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Presence of medium and large sized terrestrial mammals highlights the 
conservation potential of Patharia Hill Reserve in Bangladesh 
–  M. Aminur Rahman, Ai Suzuki, M. Sunam Uddin, M. Motalib, M. Rezaul Karim 
Chowdhury, Ameer Hamza & M. Abdul Aziz, Pp. 23283–23296 
 
Diversity and abundance of aquatic birds in Koonthankulam village pond, Tamil 
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Vabeiryureilai & Hmar Tlawmte Lalremsanga, Pp. 23315–23326 
 
Addition to the Odonata fauna of Tripura, India 
– Dhiman Datta, B.K. Agarwala & Joydeb Majumder, Pp. 23327–23337 
 
Occurence and distribution of two new libellulids (Odonata: Insecta) of 
the Kashmir Valley, India: Orthetrum sabina (Drury, 1770) and Palpopleura 
sexmacaluta (Fabricius, 1787) 
– Tahir Gazanfar & Mehreen Khaleel, Pp. 23338–23343 
 
Rayed Thistle Fly Tephritis cometa Loew (Diptera: Tephritidae) a new record to 
India 
– Rayees Ahmad, Tariq Ahmad & Barkat Hussain, Pp. 23344–23349 
 
New state records of some Dermaptera De Geer, 1773 (Insecta) species in India 
– Tanusri Das, Kochumackel George Emiliyamma & Subhankar Kumar Sarkar, Pp. 
23350–23358 
 
Moth diversity of Guindy, Chennai, India and DNA barcoding of selected erebid 
moths 
– Sreeramulu Bhuvaragavan, Mani Meenakumari, Ramanathan Nivetha & 
Sundaram Janarthanan, Pp. 23359–23372 
 
New record of the sphingid moth Acherontia styx Westwood, its parasitoid 
Trichogramma achaeae in Jasmine Jasminum sambac L., and its bioecology 
–  I. Merlin K. Davidson, Pp. 23373–23381 
 
Identification and phylogenetic analysis of various termite species distributed 
across southern Haryana, India 
– Bhanupriya, Shubhankar Mukherjee, Nidhi Kakkar & Sanjeev K. Gupta, Pp. 
23382–23396 
 
Survey of Black Band Disease-affected scleractinian corals via drone-based 
observations in Okinawa, Japan 
– Rocktim Ramen Das, Parviz Tavakoli-Kolour, Sanaz Hazraty-Kari & James Davis 
Reimer, Pp. 23397–23402 
 
Trace elements in Penaeus shrimp from two anthropized estuarine systems in 
Brazil 
– Ana Paula Madeira Di Beneditto, Inácio Abreu Pestana & Cássia de Carvalho, 
Pp. 23403–23407 
 
Aquatic Hemiptera inhabiting rice fields in Karaikal, Puducherry, India 
– M. Kandibane  & L. Gopianand, Pp. 23408–23415 
 

Leaf defoliation and Tabernaemontana rotensis (Asterids: Gentianales: 
Apocynaceae) flower induction and fruit development 
– Thomas E. Marler, Pp. 23416–23424 
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First record and DNA barcode of a scarab beetle, Adoretus kanarensis Arrow, 
1917 (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae: Rutelinae), from Maharashtra, India 
– Pranil Jagdale, Sujata Magdum, Aparna Sureshchandra Kalawate, Swapnil 
Kajale  & Yogesh Shouche, Pp. 23425–23430 
 
New record of Lucilia cuprina (Wiedemann, 1830) (Diptera: Calliphoridae) from 
the Trans-Himalayan Region, cold arid desert of Kargil Ladakh, India 
– Mohd Hussain, Altaf Hussain Mir, Hidayatullah Tak & Nassreen Fatima Kacho, 
Pp. 23431–23435 
 
On the occurrence of Nitella myriotricha A.Braun ex Kützing, 1857 ssp. 
acuminata D.Subramanian, 1999 (Charophyceae: Charales: Characeae), from 
eastern India 
 – Kailash Mondal & Jai Prakash Keshri, Pp. 23436–23440 
 
Notes 
 
Dark Clouds Ahead? Anecdotal evidence for an illegal live trade in 
Sunda Neofelis diardi and Indochinese N. nebulosa Clouded Leopards 
(Mammalia: Carnivora: Felidae) 
– Anthony J. Giordano, Leah M. Winstead, Muhammad Ali Imron, Rustam, Jephte 
Sompud, Jayaraj Vijaya Kumaran & Kurtis Jai-Chyi Pei, Pp. 23441–23445 
 
Further photographic record of Asiatic Brush-tailed Porcupine Atherurus 
macrourus Linnaeus, 1758 (Mammalia: Rodentia: Hystricidae) from Manas 
National Park, Assam, India 
– Urjit Bhatt, Bilal Habib & Salvador Lyngdoh, Pp. 23446–23448 
 
Predation of the Nicobar Shrew Crocidura nicobarica by a Cattle Egret Bubulcus 
ibis 
– G. Gokulakrishnan, C.S. Vishnu & Manokaran Kamalakannan, Pp. 23449–23451 
 
War prompts distress symptoms in Israeli Blind Snake 
– Shahar Dubiner, Shai Meiri & Eran Levin, Pp. 23452–23454 
 
Further distribution records of Varadia ambolensis (Stylommatophora: 
Helicarionoidea) from the state of Goa 
– Nitin Sawant, Shubham Rane, Sagar Naik, Seema Vishwakarma & Mayur Gawas, 
Pp. 23455–23457 
 
Eleocharis acutangula ssp. neotropica D.J.Rosen (Cyperaceae): a new record for 
southern Western Ghats, India 
- Kavya K. Nair& A.R. Viji, Pp. 23458–23460 
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Putting wetland science to practice: a review 
– Review by Tiasa Adhya & Partha Dey, Pp. 23461–23462
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