
B
u

il
d

in
g

 e
vi

d
en

ce

Taxa

fo
r conservation globally

ThreatenedThreatened
Journal of

10.11609/jott.2025.17.3.26571-26762
www.threatenedtaxa.org 

26 March 2025 (Online & Print)
17(3): 26571–26762

ISSN 0974-79t07 (Online) 
ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

Open Access

Years



EDITORS

Founder & Chief Editor 
Dr. Sanjay Molur
Wildlife Information Liaison Development (WILD) Society & Zoo Outreach Organization (ZOO), 
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641006, India

Assistant Editor 
Dr. Chaithra Shree J., WILD/ZOO, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641006, India

Managing Editor 
Mr. B. Ravichandran, WILD/ZOO, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641006, India

Associate Editors 
Dr. Mandar Paingankar, Government Science College Gadchiroli, Maharashtra 442605, India 
Dr. Ulrike Streicher, Wildlife Veterinarian, Eugene, Oregon, USA
Ms. Priyanka Iyer, ZOO/WILD, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641006, India

Board of Editors 
Dr. Russel Mittermeier
Executive Vice Chair, Conservation International, Arlington, Virginia 22202, USA

Prof. Mewa Singh Ph.D., FASc, FNA, FNASc, FNAPsy
Ramanna Fellow and Life-Long Distinguished Professor, Biopsychology Laboratory, and 
Institute of Excellence, University of Mysore, Mysuru, Karnataka 570006, India; Honorary 
Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, Bangalore; and Adjunct 
Professor, National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bangalore 

Stephen D. Nash
Scientific Illustrator, Conservation International, Dept. of Anatomical Sciences, Health Sciences 
Center, T-8, Room 045, Stony Brook University, Stony Brook, NY 11794-8081, USA

Dr. Fred Pluthero
Toronto, Canada

Dr. Priya Davidar 
Sigur Nature Trust, Chadapatti, Mavinhalla PO, Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu 643223, India

Dr. John Fellowes
Honorary Assistant Professor, The Kadoorie Institute, 8/F, T.T. Tsui Building, The University of 
Hong Kong, Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong

Prof. Dr. Mirco Solé
Universidade Estadual de Santa Cruz, Departamento de Ciências Biológicas, Vice-coordenador 
do Programa de Pós-Graduação em Zoologia, Rodovia Ilhéus/Itabuna, Km 16 (45662-000) 
Salobrinho, Ilhéus - Bahia - Brasil

Dr. Rajeev Raghavan
Professor of Taxonomy, Kerala University of Fisheries & Ocean Studies, Kochi, Kerala, India

English Editors 
Mrs. Mira Bhojwani, Pune, India 
Dr. Fred Pluthero, Toronto, Canada 

Copy Editors 
Ms. Usha Madgunaki, Zooreach, Coimbatore, India 
Ms. Trisa Bhattacharjee, Zooreach. Coimbatore, India 
Ms. Paloma Noronha, Daman & Diu, India

Web Development
Mrs. Latha G. Ravikumar, ZOO/WILD, Coimbatore, India

Typesetting
Mrs. Radhika, Zooreach, Coimbatore, India
Mrs. Geetha, Zooreach, Coimbatore India

Fundraising/Communications
Mrs. Payal B. Molur, Coimbatore, India

Subject Editors 2021–2023

Fungi 

Dr. B. Shivaraju, Bengaluru, Karnataka, India 
Dr. R.K. Verma, Tropical Forest Research Institute, Jabalpur, India
Dr. Vatsavaya S. Raju, Kakatiay University, Warangal, Andhra Pradesh, India 
Dr. M. Krishnappa, Jnana Sahyadri, Kuvempu University, Shimoga, Karnataka, India
Dr. K.R. Sridhar, Mangalore University, Mangalagangotri, Mangalore, Karnataka, India
Dr. Gunjan Biswas, Vidyasagar University, Midnapore, West Bengal, India
Dr. Kiran Ramchandra Ranadive, Annasaheb Magar Mahavidyalaya, Maharashtra, India

Plants 

Dr. G.P. Sinha, Botanical Survey of India, Allahabad, India
Dr. N.P. Balakrishnan, Ret. Joint Director, BSI, Coimbatore, India 
Dr. Shonil Bhagwat, Open University and University of Oxford, UK 
Prof. D.J. Bhat, Retd. Professor, Goa University, Goa, India 
Dr. Ferdinando Boero, Università del Salento, Lecce, Italy 
Dr. Dale R. Calder, Royal Ontaro Museum, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
Dr. Cleofas Cervancia, Univ. of Philippines Los Baños College Laguna, Philippines 
Dr. F.B. Vincent Florens, University of Mauritius, Mauritius 
Dr. Merlin Franco, Curtin University, Malaysia 
Dr. V. Irudayaraj, St. Xavier’s College, Palayamkottai, Tamil Nadu, India 
Dr. B.S. Kholia, Botanical Survey of India, Gangtok, Sikkim, India 
Dr. Pankaj Kumar, Department of Plant and Soil Science, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas, USA.
Dr. V. Sampath Kumar, Botanical Survey of India, Howrah, West Bengal, India 
Dr. A.J. Solomon Raju, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam, India 
Dr. Vijayasankar Raman, University of Mississippi, USA
Dr. B. Ravi Prasad Rao, Sri Krishnadevaraya University, Anantpur, India 
Dr. K. Ravikumar, FRLHT, Bengaluru, Karnataka, India
Dr. Aparna Watve, Pune, Maharashtra, India
Dr. Qiang Liu, Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden, Yunnan, China
Dr. Noor Azhar Mohamed Shazili, Universiti Malaysia Terengganu, Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia
Dr. M.K. Vasudeva Rao, Shiv Ranjani Housing Society, Pune, Maharashtra, India 
Prof. A.J. Solomon Raju, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam, India
Dr. Mandar Datar, Agharkar Research Institute, Pune, Maharashtra, India
Dr. M.K. Janarthanam, Goa University, Goa, India
Dr. K. Karthigeyan, Botanical Survey of India, India
Dr. Errol Vela, University of Montpellier, Montpellier, France
Dr. P. Lakshminarasimhan, Botanical Survey of India, Howrah, India
Dr. Larry R. Noblick, Montgomery Botanical Center, Miami, USA
Dr. K. Haridasan, Pallavur, Palakkad District, Kerala, India
Dr. Analinda Manila-Fajard, University of the Philippines Los Banos, Laguna, Philippines
Dr. P.A. Sinu, Central University of Kerala, Kasaragod, Kerala, India
Dr. Afroz Alam, Banasthali Vidyapith (accredited A grade by NAAC), Rajasthan, India
Dr. K.P. Rajesh, Zamorin’s Guruvayurappan College, GA College PO, Kozhikode, Kerala, India
Dr. David E. Boufford, Harvard University Herbaria, Cambridge, MA 02138-2020, USA
Dr. Ritesh Kumar Choudhary, Agharkar Research Institute, Pune, Maharashtra, India
Dr. A.G. Pandurangan, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India
Dr. Navendu Page, Wildlife Institute of India, Chandrabani, Dehradun, Uttarakhand, India
Dr. Kannan C.S. Warrier, Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding, Tamil Nadu, India

Invertebrates 

Dr. R.K. Avasthi, Rohtak University, Haryana, India 
Dr. D.B. Bastawade, Maharashtra, India
Dr. Partha Pratim Bhattacharjee, Tripura University, Suryamaninagar, India 
Dr. Kailash Chandra, Zoological Survey of India, Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, India 
Dr. Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman, University of Pretoria, Queenswood, South Africa
Dr. Rory Dow, National Museum of natural History Naturalis, The Netherlands 
Dr. Brian Fisher, California Academy of Sciences, USA
Dr. Richard Gallon, llandudno, North Wales, LL30 1UP
Dr. Hemant V. Ghate, Modern College, Pune, India 
Dr. M. Monwar Hossain, Jahangirnagar University, Dhaka, Bangladesh

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online); ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

Publisher 	  Host 
Wildlife Information Liaison Development Society 	 Zoo Outreach Organization
www.wild.zooreach.org 	 www.zooreach.org

Srivari Illam, No. 61, Karthik Nagar, 10th Street, Saravanampatti, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641035, India
Registered Office: 3A2 Varadarajulu Nagar, FCI Road, Ganapathy, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641006, India

Ph: +91 9385339863 | www.threatenedtaxa.org
Email: sanjay@threatenedtaxa.org

continued on the back inside cover

Cover: A bag worm with its beautiful heap of junk. Acrylics on 300 GSM paper by Dupati Poojitha based on a picture by Sanjay Molur.

For Focus, Scope, Aims, and Policies, visit https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/aims_scope
For Article Submission Guidelines, visit https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/submissions
For Policies against Scientific Misconduct, visit https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/policies_various

https://www.threatenedtaxa.org
https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/aims_scope


26750

Editor: H. Byju, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India.	     Date of publication: 26 March 2025 (online & print)

Citation: Abdillah, H., I. Febrianto, C.D. Handono, F. Shiddiq, F.A. Harahap & M. Iqbal (2025). First record of Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala in Indonesia. 
Journal of Threatened Taxa 17(3): 26750–26752. https://doi.org/10.11609/jott.8086.17.3.26750-26752

Copyright: © Kader & Gopal 2025. Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. JoTT allows unrestricted use, reproduction, and distribution of this 
article in any medium by providing adequate credit to the author(s) and the source of publication.

Funding: East Asian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP) , Zoo Miami Foundation through Kushlan Wading Birds Grant, Universitas Indo Global Mandiri.

Competing interests: The authors declare no competing interests.

Acknowledgements: We thank East Asian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP) who funded waterbirds survey in east coastal zone of North Sumatra province, Indonesia. 
Muhammad Iqbal thank Universitas Indo Global Mandiri, and Zoo Miami Foundation through Kushlan Wading Birds Grant for funding study on reassesment of 
Milky Stork status in Sumatra 2022.

First record of Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala in Indonesia

Hasri Abdillah 1        , Iwan Febrianto 2         , Cipto Dwi Handono 3         , Fajar Shiddiq 4         , 
Febryansah Abdillah Harahap 5         & Muhammad Iqbal 6

1 North Sumatra Birdwatcher, Medan, North Sumatra 20216, Indonesia.
2–3 Yayasan Ekologi Satwa Liar Indonesia, Surabaya, East Java 60291, Indonesia.

4–5 Biologi Pencinta Alam dan Studi Lingkungan Hidup, University of North Sumatra, North Sumatra 20155, Indonesia.
6 Department of Biology, Universitas Indo Global Mandiri, Palembang, Sumatera Selatan 30129, Indonesia.

1 hasriabdi@gmail.com (corresponding author), 2 shorebird.man@gmail.com, 3 ciptodwihandono@gmail.com,
4 fajarshiddiq161099@gmail.com, 5 febriansahfebri2001@gmail.com, 6 miqbal@uigm.ac.id

Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 26 March 2025 | 17(3): 26750–26752

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online) | ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)  

https://doi.org/10.11609/jott.8086.17.3.26750-26752

#8086 | Received 03 July 2022 | Final received 02 March 2025 | Finally accepted 04 March 2025

OPEN 
ACCESS

Storks are among the large “wading’ birds, species 
that characteristically feed while walking about in 
shallow wetlands (Hancock et al. 1992) which are with 
long necks, bills, and legs; and they thus represent the 
most distinctive families (Elliott 1992). Twenty species 
are recognized, although there is still dispute over the 
taxonomic status of a few (del Hoyo & Collar 2014). 
Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala is one of the most 
abundant Asian storks, ranging from Pakistan, Nepal, 
India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, China, and southeastern 
Asian countries (Elliott 1992; Hancock et al. 1992; BirdLife 
International 2023). This stork is recently listed as ‘Least 
Concern’ because it is thought to be a wide range that 
extends from southern Asia through to southeastern Asia, 
with a population trend that seems to be rising (BirdLife 
International 2023). M. leucocephala has been regularly 
recorded from Peninsular Malaysia and Singapore 
(Jeyarajasingam & Pearson 2012; Puan et al. 2020), but it 
has not been reported from the Indonesian archipelago 

(MacKinnon & Phillipps 1993; Eaton et al. 2021). Here, we 
report an observation of M. leucocephala from northern 
Sumatra, the country’s first record for Indonesia.

On the afternoon (approximately 1600 h) of 19 
January 2022, while observing waterbirds in the coastal 
zone of North Sumatra province, three of us (HA, FS, FAH) 
observed an individual Painted Stork. The site where this 
species was found is mangrove forest and mudflat habitat 
in Pematang Lalang village (3.7161 0N, 98.8122 0E), Percut 
Sei Tuan subdistrict, Deli Serdang district, North Sumatra 
province, Indonesia (Figure 1), along with 11 Milky Storks 
Mycteria cinerea. The bird is very similar to M. cinerea by 
size, behaviour, and morphological characteristics (white 
large stork with black-and-white markings on wings). Both 
M. leucocephala and M. cinerea share a very large size of
waterbird, with white plumage, black wing markings, a
long bill with slightly decurved, whitish neck & mantle,
facial red skin, a bill bright yellow, and long legs (Image
1). We followed appropriate field guides (Sonobe & Usui

NOTE
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1993; Robson 2011; Puan et al. 2020) for identification. 
M. leucocephala has black colour markings in wing 
coverts; and pink flush colour in scapulars, secondaries 
andwing coverts. These characters are not present in M. 
cinerea, which have entirely white wing coverts.

In addition, three Painted Storks were documented 
on 31 January 2025 in Percut, northern Sumatra (eBird 
2025). The site is very close to the previous observation 
of M. leucocephala in 2022. This recent record suggests 
M. leucocephala is a recently regular visitor in northern 
Sumatra.  

The coastal zone of North Sumatra province is an 
Important Bird and Biodiversity Area (IBA)  (Holmes & 
Rombang 2001; Birdlife International 2022). The nearest 
areas where M. leucocephala is found are Peninsular 
Malaysia and Singapore (Jeyarajasingam & Pearson 2012; 
Puan et al. 2020). In Peninsular Malaysia, M. leucocephala 

Figure 1. Map of the area of observation of Mycteria leucocephala in Sumatra. Black triangle is record in 2022, and yellow triangle is recent record 
in 2025.

has been known as a migrant in low numbers to Perlis 
and Kedah (including Pulau Langkawi), vagrant to Kuala 
Lumpur, recently feral and locally common resident with 
free-flying populations successfully bred at National 
Zoo in Selangor, free-flying regularly disperses to feed 
in wetlands out of the zoo and frequent at the Kuala 
Lumpur and Putra Jaya wetlands where a satellite 
breeding colony has formed (Wells 1999; Jeyarajasingam 
& Pearson 2012). In Singapore, the birds are most likely 
from the Mandai Zoo which was introduced in 1987, free 
fly to Johor Bahru of Malaysia to feed in the wetlands 
(Jeyarajasingam & Pearson 2012). The distance between 
Pematang Lalang village of northern Sumatra and 
with Painted Stork found in the Malay Peninsula and 
Singapore is about 250–500 km. The Pematang Lalang 
village of North Sumatra province is about c. 250 km to 
Kuala Lumpur, c. 500 km to Johor Bahru, and c. 500 km to 
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Image 1. A Mycteria leucocephala perching on the mangrove tree in Pematang Lalang Village, Percut Sei Tuan Subdistrict, North Sumatra Province, 
Indonesia, 19 January 2022. © Hasri Abdillah.

Singapore. Considering the M. leucocephala in northern 
Sumatra from the Malay Peninsula or Singapore, it may 
be likely that the species also occurs in other suitable 
wetlands nearby in Sumatra for foraging. 

Our record of M. leucocephala in northern Sumatra 
is part of a spate of new distribution records of vagrant 
migrant waterbirds in Sumatra. This appears most likely 
to relate to rapidly rising interest in waterbirds among 
local researchers and amateurs on the island in the 
last decade, as well as easier access to cameras with 
tele lenses for documentation (Abdillah & Iqbal 2012; 
Imansyah & Iqbal 2015; Putra et al. 2018). Due to its 
similarity with M. cinerea, it is possible this species was 
overlooked earlier in Sumatra in the past by birdwatchers 
or researchers. Based on this record, M. leucocephala 
needs special attention from birdwatchers in the future, 
particularly when a hybrid of this species with Milky 
Stork has been reported, both in the wild and the zoo 
(Baveja et al. 2019).  
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