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An unusual vocalization of Brown Hawk-Owl Ninox scutulata (Raffles, 1822)
(Aves: Strigiformes: Strigidae) recorded from Kerala, India

Riju P. Nair'@ & Shine Raj Tholkudiyil2®

12 Wildlife Biology department, Kerala Forest Research Institute, Peechi, Kerala 680653, India..
rijupnair2009@gmail.com, ?shineraj263@gmail.com (corresponding author)

The distribution of the Brown Hawk-Owl ranges
from the Himalayan foothills of northern India to the
Western Ghats of southern India and in Sri Lanka (Ali
& Ripley 1974; Grimmet et al. 1998). The species has
a viable population in most of the protected areas of
Kerala located along the southern Western Ghats, and
its encounter rate is reported to be significantly higher
in mid-altitude and moist deciduous forest (Jayson &
Sivaram 2009). On 08 May 2020, at 2235h, we heard a
very distinct and unusual call in the campus of Kerala
Forest Research Institute (KFRI), Peechi, Thrissur. The
campus (10.526N & 76.350E) is located on a slope of
a hill ridge covered with a secondary moist deciduous
forest patch near Peechi-Vazhani Wildlife Sanctuary.
The call was of one-minute duration comprising of
five repetitive ‘kuh-hoo’ phrases. Since the call was
unfamiliar we recorded the call using a mobile phone.

After a gap of one month we heard a very similar call
on 10 July 2020 at 2310h,this time the call was intense
and more frequent than last time. We followed the call
and to our surprise it was found to be produced by a pair
of Brown Hawk-Owls. Since then, we heard the distinctive
continuous calls of the species for the subsequent 15
days, mostly after 2230 h and more frequently during

Editor: H. Byju, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India.

2315h to 2345h. We photographed the vocalising bird
on 11 July using a Sony DSC-HX400V camera (Image 1).

Spectrograms and measurements of the recorded
calls were made using Raven Pro v. 1.6. Each phrase in
a call bout comprised of about 8-11 notes (Image 2b)
spanning about 0.5 seconds. The centre frequency was c.
3kHz (Image 2b). The recorded call has been deposited
in the Xeno-canto foundation (shineraj, XC643715
(Audio 1); shineraj, XC660215 (Audio 2))

The pair of Hawk-Owls were seen in the area at
multiple times roosting in a big, old tree (Grewia tiliifolia),
personal observation by the author before the incident.
The tree being old and because of its proximity to the
road it was removed on concerns of public safety. We
suspect that the unusual call from the owls happened as
a result of the felling of the Grewia tiliifolia tree which
might have been their nesting site and the sudden loss
of it may have caused this unusual behaviour.

The studies which focussed on the vocalization of
Brown Hawk-Owl in India and other Oriental regions
(Neelakantan 1979; Hutchinson et al. 2006; Babu &
Jayson 2007; Jayson & Sivaram 2009; Rasmussen et
al. 2012) and the information available in the public
domain such as eBird and xeno-canto did not describe
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Unusual vocalization of Brown Hawk-Owl

© Shine Raj Tholkudiyil

Image 1. Brown Hawk-Owl Ninox scutulata at KFRI campus, Thrissur
district, Kerala.

the peculiar vocalisation illustrated here which seems to
be a new addition to the existing recorded vocalisation
of the species.
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Article

An inventory of geometrid moths (Lepidoptera: Geometroidea: Geometridae) of Kalakad-
Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve, India
— Geetha lyer, Dieter Stiining & Sanjay Sondhi, Pp. 19887-19920

Communications

Roadkills of Lowland Tapir Tapirus terrestris (Mammalia: Perissodactyla: Tapiridae) in one
of its last refuges in the Atlantic Forest

— Aureo Banhos, Andressa Gatti, Marcelo Renan de Deus Santos, Leonardo Mergon,

Ilka Westermeyer, Natdlia Carneiro Ardente, Luis Francisco Oliveira Pereira Gonzaga, Lucas
Mendes Barreto, Lucas Damasio, Tomas Lima Rocha, Vitor Roberto Schettino, Renata Valls,
Helena Godoy Bergallo, Marcos Vinicius Freitas Silva, Athelson Stefanon Bittencourt,
Danielle de Oliveira Moreira & Ana Carolina Srbek-Araujo, Pp. 19921-19929

Scientific contributions and learning experiences of citizen volunteers with a small cat
project in Sanjay Gandhi National Park, Mumbai, India
—Shomita Mukherjee, R. Nandini, PV. Karunakaran & Nayan Khanolkar, Pp. 19930-19936

Seasonal food preferences and group activity pattern of Blackbuck Antilope cervicapra
(L., 1758) (Mammalia: Cetartiodactyla: Bovidae) in a semi-arid region of western Haryana,
India

— Vikram Delu, Dharambir Singh, Sumit Dookia, Priya & Kiran, Pp. 19937-19947

Studies on the habitats of Grey Francolin Francolinus pondicerianus (J.F. Gmelin, 1789)
(Galliformes: Phasianidae) in northern districts of Tamil Nadu, India
— M. Pandian, Pp. 19948-19955

Recovery of vulture population in roosting and scavenging areas of Bastar and Bijapur,
Chhattisgarh, India

— Sushil Kumar Dutta, Muntaz Khan, P.R.S. Nagi, Santosh Durgam & Surabhi Dutta,

Pp. 19956-19963

A geographical assessment of Chariganga and Arpara Beel (wetlands) of Nadia,
West Bengal as a habitat of wetland birds
— Mehedi Hasan Mandal, Arindam Roy & Giyasuddin Siddique, Pp. 19964-19975

Phenotypic plasticity in Barilius vagra (Hamilton, 1822) (Teleostei: Danionidae) from two
geographically distinct river basins of Indian Himalaya
— Sumit Kumar, Sharali Sharma & Deepak Singh, Pp. 19976-19984

Taxonomic notes, a new species, and a key to Indian species of the click beetle genus
Cryptalaus Ohira, 1967 (Coleoptera: Elateridae: Agrypninae)
— Harshad Parekar & Amol Patwardhan, Pp. 19985-19999

Niche overlap of benthic macrofauna in a tropical estuary: diurnal variation

— Mario Herculano de Oliveira, Lidiane Gomes de Lima, Caroline Stefani da Silva Lima, Jéssica
de Oliveira Lima Gomes, Franciely Ferreira Paiva, Graciele de Barros, Carlinda Railly Medeiros
& Joseline Molozzi, Pp. 20000-20010

Diversity of aquatic insects and biomonitoring of water quality in the upper Ganga River,

a Ramsar site: a preliminary assessment

— Kritish De, Arkojyoti Sarkar, Kritika Singh, Virendra Prasad Uniyal, Jeyaraj Antony Johnson &
Syed Ainul Hussain, Pp. 20011-20018

Patterns of forest cover loss in the terrestrial Key Biodiversity Areas in the Philippines:
critical habitat conservation priorities
— Bernard Peter O. Daipan, Pp. 20019-20032

The woody flora of Shettihalli Wildlife Sanctuary, central Western Ghats of Karnataka, India
- A checklist

— Kanda Naveen Babu, Kurian Ayushi, Vincy K. Wilson, Narayanan Ayyappan &
Narayanaswamy Parthasarathy, Pp. 20033-20055

Reproductive biology of Ophiorrhiza caudata C.E.C.Fisch. (Rubiaceae), an endemic and
endangered creeping perennial herb of the Western Ghats, India
— Maria Theresa, Appukuttan Kamalabai Sreekala & Jayalakshmi Mohanlal, Pp. 20056-20065
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Short Communications

Successful rescue, medical management, rehabilitation, and translocation of a Red Panda
Ailurus fulgens (Mammalia: Carnivora: Ailuridae) in Arunachal Pradesh, India

—Jahan Ahmed, Sorang Tadap, Millo Tasser, Koj Rinya, Nekibuddin Ahmed & Sunil Kyarong,
Pp. 20066-20071

A rare photographic record of Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra with a note on its habitat from the
Bhagirathi Basin, western Himalaya, India

— Ranjana Pal, Aashna Sharma, Vineet Kumar Dubey, Tapajit Bhattacharya, Jeyaraj Antony
Johnson, Kuppusamy Sivakumar & Sambandam Sathyakumar, Pp. 20072-20077

The first record of Medog Gliding Frog Rhacophorus translineatus Wu, 1977 (Anura:
Rhacophoridae) from Chhukha District, Bhutan
—Sonam Lhendup & Bal Krishna Koirala, Pp. 20078-20083

First record of a freshwater crab, Maydelliathelphusa masoniana (Henderson, 1893)
(Decapoda: Brachyura: Gecarcinucidae) from West Bengal, India
— Ram Krishna Das, Pp. 20084-20089

Butterflies of Amrabad Tiger Reserve, Telangana, India
— Deepa Jaiswal, B. Bharath, M. Karuthapandi, Shrikant Jadhay, S. Prabakaran & S. Rehanuma
Sulthana, Pp. 20090-20097

An enumeration of the flowering plants of Kyongnosla Alpine Sanctuary in eastern Sikkim,
India
— Sudhansu Sekhar Dash, Subhajit Lahiri & Ashiho Asoshii Mao, Pp. 20098-20117

A new record of psychrotrophic Paecilomyces formosus (Eurotiales: Ascomycota) from
India: morphological and molecular characterization
—Skarma Nonzom & Geeta Sumbali, Pp. 20118-20123

Notes

Study on incidence and pathology of gastrointestinal parasitic infections in Nilgai

Boselaph lus in Hisar, Haryana, India

— Maneesh Sharma, B.L. Jangir, D. Lather, G.A. Chandratre, V. Nehra, K.K. Jakhar & G. Narang,
Pp. 2012420127

tragoc

An unusual vocalization of Brown Hawk-Owl Ninox scutulata (Raffles, 1822) (Aves:
Strigiformes: Strigidae) recorded from Kerala, India
— Riju P. Nair & Shine Raj Tholkudiyil, Pp. 20128-20129

New distribution data on the genus Maripanthus Maddison, 2020 (Araneae: Salticidae)
from southern India
—A. Asima, John T.D. Caleb, Dhruv A. Prajapati & G. Prasad, Pp. 20130-20132

On the IUCN status of Boesenbergia albolutea and B. rubrolutea (Zingiberaceae) and
typification of B. rubrolutea
— K. Aishwarya & M. Sabu, Pp. 20133-20135

New records of mass seeding Cephalostachyum latifolium Munro (Poaceae) along the mid-

elevation broadleaved forest of Sarpang district, Bhutan
—Jigme Tenzin, Sangay Nidup & Dago Dorji, Pp. 20136-20139

Response

If habitat heterogeneity is effective for conservation of butterflies in urban landscapes of
Delhi, India?’ Unethical publication based on data manipulation
— Sanjay Keshari Das & Rita Singh, Pp. 20140-20142
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