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Rattuffa macroura dandolena 

(Pennantt, 1769) fis one off tthe Near 

Threattened  gfiantt  squfirrel  specfies 

off tthe penfinsular regfion and occurs 

fin  soutthern  Indfia  and  Srfi  Lanka 

(Menon  2014).    Itt  fis  arboreal  and 

wary  fin  natture,  solfittary  butt  ffound 

fin pafirs durfing tthe breedfing season 

(Nowak  1999),  and  has  a  small 

home  range  (Umapatthy  2000).  

Omnfivorous fin natture, fitt ffeeds on ttender leaves, ffrufitts, 

bark,  lower,  pollen,  bfirds  eggs  and  finsectts  (Nowak 

1999;  Menon  2014).    Largely  confined  tto  a  rfiparfian 

habfittatt,  tthe  vegettafion  fis  proffusely  domfinatted  wfitth 

Termfinalfia, Tamarfindus, Mangfiffera, Pongamfia, Albfizfia 

and Syzygfium (Thorfingtton ett al. 2012).  Owfing tto habfittatt 

loss  and  poachfing  fitt  has  been  cattegorfized  as  Near 

Threattened by  tthe  Red Lfistt  (Joshua  ett al.  2017), CITES 

has lfistted fitt under Appendfix II, and tthe Indfian Wfildlfiffe 

(Prottecfion)  Actt  1972  provfides  prottecfion  under 

Schedule  I.    The  precfise  localfifies  on  tthe  rafin  shadow 

area  off  tthe  Westtern  Ghatts  fin  soutthern  Indfia  fis  known 

ffrom Chfinnar Wfildlfiffe Sancttuary (Ramachandran 1989) 

fin  Kerala; Anamalafi  Tfiger  Reserve (Kumar  ett  al.  2002), 

Thenfi  fforestt  dfivfisfion  (Babu  ett  al.  2013),  Palanfi  Hfills 

(Davfidar 1989) fin Tamfil Nadu and fisolatted reportts on tthe 

Easttern Ghatts fin Sfirumalafi Hfills (Satthasfivam ett al. 2008), 

Aatthur fin tthe dfisttrfictt off Salem and Dharmapurfi (Paulraj 

1991;  Paulraj  &  Kasfinatthan  1993),  Cavery  Wfildlfiffe 

Sancttuary  (Kartthfikeyan  ett  al.  1992;  Kumara  &  Sfingh 

2006), Hosur fforestt dfivfisfion (Baskaran ett al. 2011).  The 

mostt recentt reportts on tthe dfisttrfibufion off tthfis specfies 

were fin 2014 ffrom Tfiruvannamalafi Forestt Dfivfisfion (Babu 

&  Kalafimanfi  2014),  whfich  was  an  eastternmostt  record 

(Ffig. 1).  Herefin we reportt an addfifional sfitte localfitty fin an 

offshoott off tthe Easttern Ghatts ffrom Gfingee.

Gfingee fis a herfittage ttown fin tthe dfisttrfictt off Vfillupuram 

and lfies on tthe nortth-eastt off Tamfil Nadu (Muralfidharan 

& Narasfimhan 2012).  An offshoott off tthe Easttern Ghatts 

locatted  tto  tthe  soutth-westt  off  Gfingee  ttown  as  fisolatted 

hfillocks  (Image  1C),  were  nofified  as  seven  reserve 

fforestt  (RF)  as  Ganagavara  RF,  Thandavasamudram 

RF,  Poolanjfimalafi  RF,  Pakkamalafi  RF,  Sfiruvadfi  RF, 

Muttukkadu  RF,  Padfipallam  RF  and  a  Reserve  Plafin 

namely Karafi by Tamfilnadu Forestt Actt, 1882 (Arulappan 

ett  al.  2014).    In  addfifion  tto  tthe  Tamfilnadu  Forestt  Actt, 
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tthe Pakkamalafi Reserve Forestt has been prottectted as a 

Sacred  Groove  due  tto  a  Durgafi  Amman  shrfine  locatted 

wfitthfin.    On  our  vfisfitt  tto  tthe  Durgafi  Amman  shrfine  on 

09 June 2016, we came across a pafir off Grfizzled Gfiantt 

Squfirrels on a ttamarfind ttree, whfich leaped away when 

we  approached  (79.298960E  &  12.176150N).    We  had 

phottographed  an  findfivfidual  beffore  fitt  dfisappeared 

among tthe ttrees (Image 1A).  The sfighfing off tthe Grfizzled 

Gfiantt  Squfirrels  was  surprfisfing  as  fitt  had  prevfiously  nott 

been recorded; ffurtther, tthe fforestt fisn’tt configuous wfitth 

an  earlfier  record  off  Satthanur  Dam  (Babu  &  Kalafimanfi 

2014).    In  addfifion,  we  have  sfightted  seven  dreys  on 

branchlett  off Tamarfindus findfica  and Pongamfia pfinaatta 

(Image 1B). 

The  confinued  observafion  off  tthfis  specfies  fin  a 

dfifferentt locafion fin tthe Easttern Ghatts accenttuatte tthatt 

a dettafiled survey fis requfired on fitts dfisttrfibufion. Habfittatt 

shrfinkage, hunfing ffor ffur and bushmeatt by local dwellers 

were consfidered tto be major tthreatts tto tthfis specfies butt 

a  recentt  rafid  by  Wfildlfiffe  Crfime  Conttrol  Bureau  off  tthe 

soutthern  regfion  ffound  Grfizzled  Gfiantt  Squfirrel  under 

fillegal ttrade ffor petts (Tfimes off Indfia 16 December 2010), 

whfich adds tto tthe exfisfing tthreatts fimpacfing tthfis specfies.  

A ffurtther survey fis requfired nearby Gfingee tto documentt 

whetther tthese specfies occupy publfic lands.
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