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The Kenfish Plover Charadrfius alexandrfinus fis a small 

and sttocky wader belongfing tto tthe ffamfily charadrfifidae. 

Two  subspecfies  occur  fin  Indfia:  nomfinatte  race C.a. 

alexandrfinus (Kenfish Plover) and C.a. seebohmfi (Ceylon 

Kenfish Plover).  C.a. alexandrfinus has whfitte hfind collar, 

ruffous cap and a promfinentt black ffore-crown and eye-

sttrfipe  durfing  tthe  breedfing  season.    In  tthe  Indfian  sub-

confinentt, fitt breeds fin westtern Pakfisttan, nortthern Indfia, 

and Gujaratt (Alfi & Rfipley 1983) and spends tthe wfintter fin 

tthe coasttal and finland wettlands off tthe restt off Indfia (Barnes 

1887,  1891;  Bulkley  1893;  Dharmakumarsfinhjfi  1947, 

1950;  Alfi  &  Rfipley  1983;  Zöckler  ett  al.  2005;  Kasambe 

&  Wadattkar  2007;  Ashok 2009;  Grfimmett  ett  al.  2011; 

Hfippargfi  &  Zambre  2013;  Fernandes  &  Bestten  2013).  

C.a. seebohmfi fis slfighttly smaller tthan tthe nomfinatte race 

and lacks tthe black ffore-crown and eye-sttrfipe durfing tthe 

breedfing season. C.a. seebohmfi breeds fin Srfi Lanka and 

some partts off tthe souttheasttern coastt off Indfia-Cuddalore 

(Krebs 1956; Alfi & Rfipley 1983), Chengalpattu-Chennafi, 

and  Pofintt  Calfimere  (Mellufish  1966;  Futtehally  2006), 

and  fin  Upper  Wardha  Dam  att 

Vfidarbha,  Maharashttra  (Kasambe 

& Wadattkar 2007; Kasambe 2007).  

Yett, att Pulficatt Lake, breedfing bfirds 

were  nott  fidenfified  up  tto  tthe  sub-

specfies level.  Unlfike tthe nomfinatte 

race,  tthe  breedfing  and  wfintterfing 

range  off C.a. seebohmfi  appear  tto 

be  narrow  and  hence  fidenfiffyfing 

tthefir breedfing sfittes fis fimporttantt ffor 

tthe conservafion off tthfis range-resttrfictted sub-specfies.  In 

tthfis  conttextt,  we  reportt  a  breedfing  observafion  off  tthe 

Ceylon Kenfish Plover fin Vanfi Vfilasa Sagara off Karnattaka 

ffor tthe firstt fime.

Vanfi  Vfilasa  Sagara  (VV  Sagara)  (13.8914660N  & 

76.4778860E; 648m) was consttructted durfing tthe Mysore 

Maharaja’s  perfiod  across  rfiver  Vedavatthfi  tto  firrfigatte 

nearly 100km2 agrficultture fields fin Hfirfiyur and Chellakere 

Taluka  off  Chfittradurga  Dfisttrfictt.    Wfitthfin  tthe  dam  area, 

Onfion Allfium cepa and Groundnutt Arachfis hypogaea are 

exttensfively culfivatted above tthe maxfimum watter level.  

The  dam  fis  surrounded  by  hfilly  savannah  grasslands 

and  open  tthorny  scrub  fforestts.    We  recorded  nearly 

42  specfies  off  watter  bfirds  fincludfing  Near-tthreattened 

specfies,  vfiz.: Rfiver  Tern Stterna  auranfia,  Spott-bfilled 

Pelfican Pelecanus phfilfippensfis, Orfienttal Dartter Anhfinga 

melanogastter, and Pafintted Sttork Myctterfia leucocephala.   

Durfing our bfird survey on 6 May 2017 fin tthe fforestt areas 

off  VV  Sagara,  we  observed  a  ffew  fforagfing  tterns  over 

tthe dam watter around 13:00hr.  Upon approachfing tthe 

watter,  we  observed  a  sparse  lock  off  small  waders  on 

tthe edges off tthe watter and subsequenttly, fitt tturned outt 

tto be Kenfish Plovers.  Meanwhfile, durfing our search ffor 
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nestts off ground nesfing bfirds such as larks and lapwfings 

fin  tthe  grasslands  and  barren  sofil  off  backwatter  area, 

we ffound ttwo unfidenfified acfive nestts: one on a small 

depressfion fin tthe grass, whfich had ttwo eggs (Image 1) 

and anotther on wett bare sofil tthatt had a chfick.  We sttayed 

away ffrom tthe nestt tto allow tthe parentt bfirds tto come 

back  tto  tthe  nestt.    One  Kenfish  Plover  approached  tthe 

nestt and sttood over fitt ffor a whfile (Images 2 & 3).  Upon 

confirmfing  tthe  specfies,  we  ttook  documenttafion  shotts 

and  vfideos.    Whfile  examfinfing  tthe  phottographs  fitt  was 

noficed tthatt tthe bfird’s plumage lacked a black fforehead 

band and ruffous wash on tthe crown tthatt mattched wfitth 

tthe Ceylon Kenfish Plover C. a. seebohmfi.  Itt fis dfificultt 

tto dfifferenfiatte ffrom tthe nomfinatte race durfing wfintter.  

Sfince we observed fincubafing findfivfiduals, fitt was easy tto 

dfifferenfiatte fitt ffrom tthe nomfinatte race.

Rasmussen  &  Andertton  (2005)  menfioned  tthatt  tthe 

nortthern  dfisttrfibufion  lfimfitt  off  tthe C.a. seebohmfi  fis  nott 

demarcatted  and  tthe  Kenfish  Plovers  observed  fin  tthe 

soutth  are  expectted  tto  be C.a. seebohmfi.    The  Kenfish 

Plover  fis  known  as  a  wfintter  vfisfittor  tto  tthe  coasttal  and 

finland  habfittatts  off  Karnattaka  (Grfimmett  ett  al.  2011). 

Whfile revfiewfing exfisfing breedfing records off tthe Kenfish 

Plover across Penfinsular Indfia, fitt fis observed tthatt a small 

Ffigure 1. Breedfing records off tthe Ceylon Kenfish Plover fin soutthern 
penfinsular Indfia

Images 2 & 3. Incubafing adultts on nestt

Image 1. Close vfiew off eggs off tthe Ceylon Kenfish Plover

populafion off tthfis sub-specfies mfightt be breedfing fin tthe 

wettlands  off  soutthern  Indfia  and  Maharashttra  (Krebs 

1956; Mellufish 1966; Alfi & Rfipley 1983; Futtehally 2006) 

butt tthere was no publfished lfitteratture on tthe breedfing off 

C.a. seebohmfi fin Karnattaka (Ffig. 1).  Hence, tthe currentt 
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breedfing reportt off Kenfish Plover fin VV Sagara mfightt be 

tthe firstt breedfing record off tthe sub-specfies ffor tthe sttatte.  

Furtthermore, tthe currentt observafion also findficattes tthatt 

tthe sub-specfies mfightt be breedfing fin otther wettlands off 

Karnattaka.    Thereffore,  large-scale  seasonal  monfittorfing 

off  bfirds  fin  major  ttanks/lakes  fin  soutthern  Indfia  fis  a 

prerequfisfitte tto enhance our knowledge on tthe breedfing 

sfittes off tthfis sub-specfies along wfitth otther ground nesfing 

bfirds.
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