
Book Revfiew
Requfisfite for long term studfies fin ecology

S. Suresh Ramanan

26 November 2017 | Vol. 9| No. 11 | Pp. 10983–10984
10.11609/jot.3774.9.11.10983-10984

Threatened Taxa

The Journal of Threatened Taxa fis dedficated to bufildfing evfidence for conservafion globally by publfishfing peer-revfiewed 
arficles onlfine every month at a reasonably rapfid rate at www.threatenedtaxa.org.  All arficles publfished fin JoTT are 
regfistered under Creafive  Commons  Atrfibufion  4.0  Internafional  Lficense  unless  otherwfise  menfioned.  JoTT  allows 
unrestrficted use of arficles fin any medfium, reproducfion, and dfistrfibufion by provfidfing adequate credfit to the authors 
and the source of publficafion.

OPEN ACCESS

Partner

www.threatenedtaxa.org
ISSN 0974-7907 (Onlfine)  |  ISSN 0974-7893 (Prfint)

Bufildfing evfidence for conservafion globally

Journal of Threatened Taxa

Publfisher/Host

For Focus, Scope, Afims, Polficfies and Gufidelfines vfisfit htp://threatenedtaxa.org/About_JoTT
For Arficle Submfissfion Gufidelfines vfisfit htp://threatenedtaxa.org/Submfissfion_Gufidelfines
For Polficfies agafinst Scfienfific Mfisconduct vfisfit htp://threatenedtaxa.org/JoTT_Polficy_agafinst_Scfienfific_Mfisconduct
For reprfints contact <finfo@threatenedtaxa.org>

http://threatenedtaxa.org
http://www.threatenedtaxa.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://threatenedtaxa.org
http://www.zoo.ch/xml_1/internet/en/intro.cfm
http://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/editorialPolicies#custom-0
http://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/submissions#onlineSubmissions
http://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/editorialPolicies#custom-2




10983

Bo
ok

 R
ev

ie
w

DOI: http://doi.org/10.11609/jott.3774.9.11.10983-10984 
Date of publication: 26 November 2017 (online & print)

Requisite for long term studies in ecology

S. Suresh Ramanan 1,2

1WCCB (Wildlife Crime Control Bureau) Volunteer,
2Ph.D. Student, Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology of Jammu, Jammu and Kashmir 180009, India
sureshramanan01@gmail.com

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online)
ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

OPEN ACCESS

Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 26 November 2017 | 9(11): 10983–10984

Scientists emphasize the need for long term research 
especially in the field of ecology.  In a book titled ‘Long 
term ecological research - theory and applications’ the 
authors justify the need for long term studies (Muller 
et al. 2010).  Similarly, Arne Jernelov does deserve an 
appreciation for bringing out this book—‘The Long-Term 
Fate of Invasive Species - Aliens forever or integrated 
immigrants with time?’  This book has 19 chapters with 
no formal introductory chapter.  And each chapter is 
more or less a case study pertinent to important invasive 
species across different landscapes.  The concept of 
alien as well as invasive species is dealt with elaborately 
in the preface, so one can consider it as an introductory 
chapter.  I would strongly recommend the readers to go 
through the preface.  Relevant pictures and photographs 
in the book have been carefully chosen and added. Some 
readers may be aware of trees like Pongamia pinnata, 
Melia azedarach which are known for their wide 
occurrence and utility in India. However, these species 
are considered as invasive species in other parts of the 
world (Low et al. 2011).  The author specifically brings in 
such controversial examples to help us in understanding 
the concept of invasive and alien vs. native species.  This 
ideological mess is related to the famous precautionary 
principle of the Rio summit. 

	 Totally, there are 18 case studies comprising 
two parasitic fungi (Crayfish plague and Dutch elm 
disease), three plants (Water Hyacinth, Himalayan 
Balsam, Canadian Water Weed), six invertebrates (out of 
which three are insects) (Earthworm, Colorado Beetle, 
Zebra Mussels, Warty Comb Jelly, African Killer Bees and 
Argentina Ant), one amphibian (Marine toad), two birds 
(House sparrow and Starling) and four mammalians 
(American Mink, Racoon, Rabbits and Canadian Beavers) 
that invaded Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, North 
America, Pacific Islands, and South America.  This makes 
the book, much more holistic. The author does share his 
personal experiences in a few statements in every chapter 
which makes this book different from other books.  To 
explain the highlights of the book, I would quote the 

chapters on the invasive nature 
of the house sparrow in North 
America and the chapter on the 
invasive nature of water hyacinth in 
Asia and Africa. The former chapter 
starts with an anecdote which does 
reveal the crux of the problem. The 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
is widely distributed in many parts 
of the globe but it was considered 
as an invasive species in North America.  However, the 
conditions have changed now. The author briefs the 
phenomenal changes that happened to modification on 
the tag of house sparrow from invasive to immigrant (as 
the author frequently uses in his book).  Similarly, the 
water hyacinth is seen as an invasive species in many 
parts of the world. However, it has a glorious picture 
from the Inthas of Myanmar.  Rather than revealing the 
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tale in this review, I would let the readers unravel the 
surprise for themselves. 

I do have personal experience on managing the water 
hyacinth menace. After reading through the chapter 
I felt that the management strategies we had adopted 
were not sound.  While reading through the content, I 
frequently told myself: ‘this is correct and better’.  During 
a seminar in 2016 on invasive species several questions 
arose in me. This books had better answers to the 
questions in me. I guess readers can also find their own 
answers to their questions on invasive species.  Equally, 
the contextual richness of each chapter would result in 
our understanding of invasive species as prejudicial. This 
is a dynamic subject area and this necessitates long term 

studies. The book aptly justifies the former statement. 
I would strongly recommend this book as a reference 

book rather than as a textbook. If one explores the 
references, it does provide enough literature for further 
study.  Still, the book put out by the former director of 
the International Institute for Applied System Analysis 
(IIASA) is worthwhile to keep in the libraries and book 
shelves of ecologists, foresters and conservationists. 

References

Müller, F., C. Baessler, H. Schubert & S. Klotz (2010). Long-term 
Ecological Research. Springer, Berlin, 10(1007): 978–090.

Low, T., C. Booth & A. Sheppard (2011). Weedy biofuels: what can be 
done? Current Opinion in Environmental Sustainability 3(1): 55–59.

Threatened Taxa





The Journal of Threatened Taxa is dedicated to building evidence for conservation globally by publishing 
peer-reviewed articles online every month at a reasonably rapid rate at www.threatenedtaxa.org.  All articles 
published in JoTT are registered  under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License unless 
otherwise mentioned. JoTT allows unrestricted use of articles in any medium, reproduction, and distribution 
by providing adequate credit to the authors and the source of publication.

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online); ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

OPEN ACCESS

Threatened Taxa

Communication

Flies matter: a study of the diversity of Diptera families (Insecta: 
Diptera) of Mumbai Metropolitan Region, Maharashtra, India, and 
notes on their ecological roles
-- Aniruddha H. Dhamorikar, Pp. 10865–10879

Short Communications

Small carnivores of the montane forests of Eravikulam National Park 
in the Western Ghats, India
-- S. Nikhil & P.O. Nameer, Pp. 10880–10885

Distribution and population of Himalayan Marmot Marmota 
himalayana (Hodgson, 1841) (Mammalia: Rodentia: Sciuridae) in 
Leh-Ladakh, Jammu & Kashmir, India
-- Vipin Chaudhary, R.S. Tripathi, Surjeet Singh & M.S. Raghuvanshi, 
Pp. 10886–10891

First record of Bourret’s Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus paradoxolophus 
(Mammalia: Chiroptera: Rhinolophidae) from Myanmar with a 
review of the taxonomy, distribution and ecology of the species
-- Sai Sein Lin Oo, Du Sar No, Lucia Nang Seng, Ngwe Lwin, Malcolm 
Pearch & Paul J.J. Bates, Pp. 10892–10898

A first record of the Smallfin Gulper Shark Centrophorus moluccensis 
Bleeker, 1860 (Chondrichthyes: Squaliformes: Centrophoridae) from 
the Andaman & Nicobar waters, Indian EEZ
-- H.D. Pradeep, Swapnil S. Shirke, M. Nashad & Monalisha Devi 
Sukham, Pp. 10899–10903

Taxonomic revision of the genus Atmetonychus (Coleoptera: 
Curculionidae: Entiminae) from the Indian subcontinent
-- G. Mahendiran & V.V. Ramamurthy, Pp. 10904–10908

A new species of dewflower Murdannia sanjappae (Commelinaceae) 
from Andaman Islands, India
-- Mudavath Chennakesavulu Naik & Boyina Ravi Prasad Rao, 
Pp. 10909–10913

First records of two Ginger Lilys Hedychium (Zingiberaceae) species 
from the Western Ghats, India
-- Sinjumol Thomas, Susai John Britto & Bince Mani, Pp. 10914–10919

An annotated checklist of microbes associated with bamboo in the 
Indian subcontinent
-- O.K. Remadevi, P. Sharada & H.C. Nagaveni, Pp. 10920–10947

Notes
 
Roadkill records of Lowland Tapir Tapirus terrestris (Mammalia: 
Perissodactyla: Tapiridae) between kilometers 06 and 76 of highway 
BR-163, state of Pará, Brazil
-- Marco A. de Freitas, Rodrigo C. Printes, Eric K. Motoyama, 
Assor E. Fucks & Diogo Veríssimo, Pp. 10948–10952

Population size, herd structure and sex ratio of the Blackbuck 
Antilope Cervicapra (Mammalia: Cetartiodactyla: Bovidae) in a 
human dominated area in Odisha, India
-- Subrat Debata, Pp. 10953–10955

Recovery of Musk Deer Moschus chrysogaster Hodgson, 1839 
(Artiodactyla: Moschidae) in Sakteng Wildlife Sanctuary, Bhutan
-- Sonam Tobgay, Thinley Wangdi & Kumbu Dorji, Pp. 10956–10958

First record of the Asiatic Brush-tailed Porcupine 
Atherurus macrourus Linnaeus, 1758 (Mammalia: Rodentia: 
Hystricidae) from western Bhutan 
-- Tashi Dhendup & Rinzin Dorji, Pp. 10959–10960

The Vulnerable Indian Skimmer Rynchops albicollis Swainson, 1838 
(Aves: Charadriiformes: Laridae) breeding in Odisha, eastern India
-- Subrat Debata, Tuhinansu Kar, Kedar Kumar Swain & Himanshu 
Shekhar Palei, Pp. 10961–10963

On the occurrence of Black Baza Aviceda leuphotes Dumont, 1820 
(Aves: Falconiformes: Accipitridae) in the Gupteswar forests of the 
Eastern Ghats, Odisha, India
-- Swetashree Purohit, Manoj V. Nair & Sharat Kumar Palita, 
Pp. 10964–10967

New locality records of the Stout Sand Snake Psammophis 
longifrons Boulenger, 1890 (Reptilia: Squamata: Lamprophiidae) in 
Telangana, India
-- Avinash C. Visvanathan, Sandeep Anne & Aditya Kesav Kolli, 
Pp. 10968–10970

A note on the distribution of two highly threatened butterflies in 
Sri Lanka (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae: Spindasis greeni and Rapala 
lankana), with a report on the range extension of S. greeni 
-- Tharaka Sudesh Priyadarshana, Ishara Harshajith Wijewardhane & 
Mithila Karunarathna, Pp. 10971–10973

A new record of grass Ottochloa (Poaceae) to the Eastern Ghats, 
India
-- Midigesi Anil Kumar, P. Anjaneyulu & Boyina Ravi Prasad Rao, 
Pp. 10974–10976

An extended distribution of Natesh’s Cape-pondweed Aponogeton 
nateshii (Aponogetonaceae), a new record to the state of Goa
-- Rutuja Rajendra Kolte, Anup Satish Deshpande, 
Prabha Muraleedharan Pillai & Shrirang Ramchandra Yadav, 
Pp. 10977–10979

Detection of Artyfechinostomum sufrartyfex - a zoonotic parasite 
from the Small Indian Mongoose Herpestes auropunctatus 
(Mammalia: Carnivora: Herpestidae) in Jammu & Kashmir, India
-- Sanku Borkataki, Pankaj Goswami, Rajesh Katoch, Sahil Kumar & 
Pratiksha Raghuvanshi, Pp. 10980–10982

Book Review

Requisite for long term studies in ecology
-- S. Suresh Ramanan, Pp. 10983–10984

November 2017 | Vol. 9 | No. 11 | Pages: 10865–10984
Date of Publication: 26 November 2017 (Online & Print)

DOI: 10.11609/jott.2017.9.11.10865-10984
www.threatenedtaxa.org

http://www.threatenedtaxa.org/
http://www.zoo.ch/xml_1/internet/en/intro.cfm
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Blank Page
	Blank Page

