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Abstract: In a survey of grasshoppers in nine localities of northeastern Tamil Nadu, carried out
from August 2004 to December 2006, 33 grasshopper species grouped under four families were recorded.
Family Acrididae was found to be the predominant group of grasshoppers represented by 21 species, which
was 63.6% of the total species collected.  The acridids collected can be classified under seven subfamilies
and 15 genera.  Family Tettigoniidae was the second largest group represented by six species falling
under five genera and three subfamilies, and this family contributed 18.2% to the total grasshopper species
recorded in this study.  Among the different habitats, grasses supported the highest number of 18 species
(54.6%) while 11 species were surface grasshoppers.  The painted grasshopper Poekilocerus pictus (Fab.)
was collected from many plants viz., Calotropis, curry leaf, grass, groundnut, okra, and on ground.  The
maximum number of species was recorded from Manimangalam in Kancheepuram District during the entire
study period.

Keywords: Acrididae, grasshoppers, host plants,
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SNo Species Sub Family Family Habitat

1 Acrida exaltata (Walk.) Acridinae Acrididae Grass
2 Acrida sp. Acridinae Acrididae Soil
3 Acrotylus humbertianus Saussure Oedipodinae Acrididae Groundnut
4 Aiolopus thalassinus tamulus (Fabricius) Oedipodinae Acrididae Grass, rice
5 Anacridium flavascens (Fabricius) Cyrtacanthacridinae Acrididae Soil
6 Catantops pinguis innotabilis (Walker) Catantopinae Acrididae Grass, groundnut, rice, soil
7 Catantops sp. Catantopinae Acrididae Grass
8 Cyrtacanthacris tatarica tatarica (Linn.) Cyrtacanthacridinae Acrididae Tapioca
9 Dnopherula sp. Truxalinae Acrididae Grass
10 Epistaurus sinetyi Bolivar Catantopinae Acrididae Soil
11 Epistaurus sp. Catantopinae Acrididae Grass
12 Eyprepocnemis alacris alacris (Serville) Eyprepocnemidinae Acrididae Cotton
13 Heteracris pulcher (Bol.) Eyprepocnemidinae Acrididae Maize
14 Oxya fuscovittata (Marschall) Oxyinae Acrididae Grass
15 Oxya hyla hyla (Serville) Oxyinae Acrididae Grass,  soil, brinjal
16 Oxya nitidula (Walker) Oxyinae Acrididae Groundnut
17 Oxya sp. Oxyinae Acrididae Grass
18 Phlaeobida sp. Truxalinae Acrididae Grass
19 Spathosternum prasiniferum prasiniferum (Walker) Truxalinae Acrididae Rice
20 Trilophidia annulata (Thunberg.) Oedipodinae Acrididae Soil
21 Truxalis indica (Boliver) Truxalinae Acrididae Grassland, rice, brinjal
22 Atractomorpha crenulata (Fab.) Pyrgomorphinae Pyrgomorphidae Brinjal, grass
23 Orthacris sp. Pyrgomorphinae Pyrgomorphidae Grass, groundnut, Okra, soil
24 Poekilocerus pictus (Fabricius) Pyrgomorphinae Pyrgomorphidae Okra, curry leaf, Grass, soil, Calotropis, groundnut
25 Pyrgomorpha brachycera (Walk.) Pyrgomorphinae Pyrgomorphidae Soil
26 Pyrgomorpha sp. Pyrgomorphinae Pyrgomorphidae Grass, soil
27 Conocephalus sp. Conocephalinae Tettigoniidae Grass
28 Elimaea sp. Phaneropterinae Tettigoniidae Groundnut
29 Euconocephalus pallidus (Redtb) Copiphorinae Tettigoniidae Rice
30 Euconocephalus sp. Copiphorinae Tettigoniidae Grass
31 Himertula sp. Phaneropterinae Tettigoniidae Grass, soil, groundnut
32 Trigonocorypha unicolor (Stoll) Phaneropterinae Tettigoniidae Cotton
33 Sp. 1 - Tetrigidae Okra

- unknown

Table 1. Grasshopper species collected from different crops, weeds and adjacent habitats in two districts of Tamil Nadu

Figure 1. Total number of grasshopper species recorded from different localities in northeastern Tamil Nadu during 2004 to 2006

Localities

1. Dhandarai
2. Kakillapettai
3. Manimangalam
4. Nungambakkam
5. Padappai
6. Parivakkam
7. Poonamallee
8. Thiruvallur
9. VayalanallurS
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Associated Number of species Percentage
habitat recorded of species

Brinjal 3 9.1
Calotropis 1 3.0
Cotton 2 6.1
Curry leaf 1 3.0
Grass 18 54.5
Groundnut 7 21.2
Maize 1 3.0
Okra 3 9.1
Rice 5 15.2
Soil 11 33.3
Tapioca 1 3.0

Table. 2. Percentage of grasshopper species collected
from different habitats
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