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The status and distribution of major aquatic fauna in the
National Chambal Gharial Sanctuary in Rajasthan with special
reference to the Gangetic Dolphin Platanista gangetica gangetica
(Cetartiodactyla: Platanistidae)

Anil K. Nair

81, Shopping Center, Kota, Rajasthan 324007, India
Email: crane_anil@rediffmail.com

Abstract: This paper records observation on the status and distribution of Gangetic Dolphin,
Gharial, Mugger and other aquatic animals, and birds in the National Chambal Gharial Sanctuary
in Rajasthan during the Chambal river expedition conducted with the Indian Army in May 1998.  A
total of five Gangetic Dolphins, nine Gharials, 14 Indian Mugger crocodiles and 118 species of
birds were sighted during the survey of 350km-long stretch of the river Chambal from Keshoraipatan-
Bundi to Dhaulpur.  The current status of the riverine habitat in view of disturbance and other
anthropogenic factors is discussed and suggestions made to safeguard the sanctuary from
various threats.

Keywords: Aquatic fauna, birds, Chambal river, Crocodylus palustris, distribution, Gangetic
Dolphin, Gharial, Rajasthan
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Location Number of Time of Surface leaps
(Village name) Dolphin sighting recorded

Bharra 1 12:15 4-5 times
Bharra 1 15:25 Once
Ghirwa 2 08:05 6-7 times
Barolli 1 18:35 Once
Total 5

Table 1. Location of sightings of Gangetic Dolphin (Platanista
gangetica gangetica) during Chambal River Expedition in 1998 in
Rajasthan

Table 2. Sighting of crocodilians during the Chambal River
Expedition in 1998

Location Time        Species Activity
Mugger Gharial

Dharampura– 16:15 - 2 Swimming
Sewanti
Bharra 12:35-12:45 4 - Basking
Basai Dang 15:38-15:45 3 1 Swimming & basking
Ghirwa 08:40-09:07 1 1 Swimming & basking
Barolli 16:45-18:30 7 4 Swimming & basking
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S.no. Common name Scientific name

1. Grey Francolin Francolinus pondicerianus
2. Quail Coturnix sp.
3. Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus
4. Lesser Whistling Duck Dendrocygna javanica
5. Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea
6. Comb Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos
7. Spot-billed Duck Anas poecilorhyncha
8. Garganey Anas querquedula
9. Coppersmith Barbet Megalaima haemacephala
10. Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis
11. Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
12. White-throated Kingfisher Halycon smyrnensis
13. Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis
14. Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis
15. Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus
16. Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopacea
17. Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis
18. Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri
19. Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala
20. Eurasian Eagle Owl Bubo bubo
21. Indian Nightjar Caprimulgus asiaticus
22. Rock Pigeon Columba livia
23. Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis
24. Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
25. Red Collared Dove Streptopelia tranquebarica
26. Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis
27. Sarus Crane Grus antigone
28. Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio
29. Common Coot Fulica atra
30. Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles exustus
31. Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa
32. Common Redshank Tringa totanus
33. Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia
34. Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
35. Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
36. Little Stint Calidris minuta
37. Ruff Philomachus pugnax
38. Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus
39. Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus
40. Beach Thick–knee Esacus neglectus
41. Small Pratincole Glareola lacteal
42. Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
43. River Lapwing Vanellus duvaucelii
44. Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus
45. River Tern Sterna aurantia
46. Little Tern Sterna albifrons
47. Black-bellied Tern Sterna acuticauda
48. Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida
49. Indian Skimmer Rynchops albicollis
50. Osprey Pandion haliaetus
51. Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus
52. Black Kite Milvus migrans
53. Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus
54. White-rumped Vulture Gyps bengalensis
55. Long-billed Vulture Gyps indicus
56. Eurasian Griffon Gyps fulvus
57. Red-headed Vulture Sarcogyps calvus
58. Eurasian Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus
59. Shikra Accipiter badius
60. Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis
61. Darter Anhinga melanogaster
62. Little Cormorant Phalacrocorax niger
63. Indian Cormorant Phalcrocorax fuscicollis
64. Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
65. Little Egret Egretta garzetta
66. Great Egret Casmerodius albus
67. Intermediate Egret Mesophoyx intermedia
68. Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis
69. Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii
70. Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
71. Purple Heron Ardea purpurea
72. Little Heron Butorides striata
73. Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax
74. Glossy Ibis Plegadius falcinellus
75. Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus
76. Black Ibis Pseudibis papillosa
77. Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia

78. Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala
79. Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans
80. Wooly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus
81. Bay-backed Shrike Lanius vittatus
82. Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach
83. Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor
84. House Crow Corvus splendens
85. Large-billed Crow Corvus macrohynchos
86. Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus
87. Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus
88. Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus
89. Oriental  Magpie Robin Copsychus saularis
90. Indian Robin Saxicoloides fulicatus
91. Brown Rock Chat Cercomela fusca
92. Brahminy Starling Sturnus pagodarum
93. Asian Pied Starling Sturnus contra
94. Common Myna Acridotheres tristis
95. Bank Myna Acridotheres ginginianus
96. Great Tit Parus major
97. Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii
98. Streak-throated Swallow Hirundo fluvicola
99. White-eared Bulbul Pycnonotus leucotis
100. Red-vented Bulbul Pynonotus cafer
101. Plain Prinia Prinia inornata
102 Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis
103. Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus
104. Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius
105 Common Babbler Turdoides caudatus
106. Large Grey Babbler Turdoides malcolmi
107. Indian Bush Lark Mirafra erythroptera
108. Ashy-crowned Sparrow Lark Eremopterix grisea
109. Rufous-tailed Lark Ammomanes phoenicurus
110. Crested Lark Galerida cristata
111. Purple Sunbird Nectarinia asiatica
112 House Sparrow Passer domesticus
113. Chestnut-shouldered Petronia Petronia xanthocollis
114. White-browed Wagtail Motacilla maderaspatensis
115. Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea
116. Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava
117. Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus
118. Crested Bunting Melophus lathami

Table 3. Bird species sighted during the Chambal River Expedition
in 1998
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Figure 1. The sighting distribution of Gharial, crocodiles and Gangetic Dolphin during the 1998 survey.

Figure 2. Sighting of some important birds during the 1998 survey.
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