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Abstract: Scolopendromorph centipedes (Chilopoda: Scolopendromorpha) are a diverse group of invertebrate communities, which play 
significant, but often poorly acknowledged or understood roles in the delivery of soil ecosystem services.  In the present paper we analyze 
the impact of seasonal and edaphic factors on the species diversity of scolopendromorph centipedes based on the field studies conducted 
in three selected sites.  The study sites included a protected forest ecosystem, an undisturbed isolated hillock and a residential plot at 
Kozhikode District, Kerala, India.  The study was performed from April 2011 to November 2012.  Overall 486 individuals belonging to 18 
species under the families Cryptopidae and Scolopendridae were collected.  The range of Shannon-Wiener diversity was 0.89–2.58 and 
Simpson diversity was 1.91–13.69.  Species diversity is also influenced by variations in seasons and various physico–chemical properties of 
soil in the study area. General observations on parental care, moulting, hibernation and ectoparasitism were also included.
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INTRODUCTION

Soil organisms are the main mediators of soil 
functioning at different scales, which can be pictured 
as having a hierarchical relationship of eating and being 
eaten.  Soil organisms are nick-named “ecosystem 
engineers”, since they control, either directly or 
indirectly, the availability of resources to other species 
(Jones et al. 1997).  They physically modify, maintain 
and create new habitats for other organisms, thus 
creating higher habitat diversity, which may in turn 
increase species diversity (Lavelle & Spain 2001).  
Scolopendromorph centipedes belong to the category 
of soil macro fauna i.e., “an invertebrate group found in 
terrestrial soil samples which has more than 90% of its 
specimens (individuals) visible to the naked eye” (IBOY 
2000).  As predators, they regulate herbivores; act as 
ecosystem engineers, litter transformers, decomposers 
and micro regulators (Moreira et al. 2008). 

 The order Scolopendromorpha includes centipedes 
with 21, 23, 39 and 43 body segments (Chagas-Jr 
et al. 2008; Minelli et al. 2009).  Currently, 90 valid 
species of Scolopendromorph centipedes belonging 
to eight genera of Scolopendridae and three genera 
of Cryptopidae are known from India against 687 
species under 17 genera known globally (Khanna 2008; 
Dhanya et al. 2012).  Scolopendromorph centipedes 
represent a diverse group of invertebrate community 
which play significant, but often poorly acknowledged 
or understood roles in the delivery of soil ecosystem 
services.  Despite having a rich fauna of scolopendrid 
centipedes, detailed studies on their taxonomy and 
ecology are still in an infantile stage in India.  The aim 
of the present study is to understand the diversity of 
Scolopendromorpha in selected habitats of Kerala and 
to analyze the impact of seasonal and edaphic factors on 
their diversity.

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

Study area
The study was undertaken at three different 

sites (Fig. 1; Images 1–3), site 1—Protected forest 
Ecosystem: Urakkauzhy, Kakkayam at Malabar Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Kozhikode District, Kerala (11.54460833 N & 
75.92583333 E, elevation 720.3m); site 2—undisturbed 
& isolated hilly area: Narayamkulam, Kozhikode District, 
Kerala (11.50749444 N & 75.80666667 E, 134m) and Site 
3—Residential land: Kuttothparambu, Kozhikode District, 
Kerala (11.44972222 N & 75.95833333 E, 36.4m).

Image 1. Site 1—Protected forest ecosystem: Urakkauzhy, Kakkayam 
at Malabar Wildlife Sanctuary

Image 2. Site 2—undisturbed & isolated hilly area: Narayamkulam, 
Kozhikode District

Image 3. Site 3—Residential land: Kuttothparambu, Kozhikode 
District

© P.K. Umesh

© P.K. Umesh

© Dhanya Balan
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Methods
The collection methods included active sampling in 

daytime from vegetation, ground collection and litter 
sampling and ethyl acetate was utilized for narcotizing the 
animal.  Specimens collected from the field were fixed 
in 70% ethanol or 2% formalin.  Scolopendromorphs 
especially the slender cryptopids examined in Petri 
dishes containing ethylene glycol monophenol ether 
before microscopic examinations for clearing the 
specimens (Pereira 2000).  For taxonomic identification 
of Scolopendridae, keys by Jangi & Dass (1984), Lewis 
(2010), illustrated key by Sureshan et al. (2006) were 
followed.  For Cryptopidae, keys by Attems (1930), 
Dhanya et al. (2012) were used for identification of 
species.

After a pilot study in selected sites (50m x 50m 
each), five quadrates (10m x 10m each) were laid for 
the random sampling. Monthly observations were 
made during April 2011 to November 2012 and the 
number of species and individuals were recorded.  
Soil sampling and analysis were carried out in three 
seasons (pre-monsoon, monsoon and post-Monsoon) 
across the sites.

In these study sites, Shannon mean, Shannon 
exponential mean and Simpson index were calculated as 
a measure of diversity within the habitat (alpha diversity 
or point diversity).  The similarity indices (Chao shared 
estimate, Jaccard classic, Sorenson classic, Chao-Jaccard-
est abundance-based, Chao-Sorenson-est abundance-
based and Morisita Horn) were used to compare the 
diversity across study sites.  For the analysis of the data 
MS–Excel 2007, PAST 1.89 software package (Hammer 
et al. 2001), EstimateS Version 8.2.0 (Colwell 2009) and 
SPSS were utilized.

Soil Temperature, Soil pH, Soil Electrical Conductivity 
(EC), Organic Carbon (OC), Available P, K, Ca and 
Mg were also analyzed during different seasons to 
study the influence of such parameters in diversity of 
Scolopendromorpha.

RESULTS
 
Diversity and Composition

Altogether 18 species (13 from site 1, 11 from site 
2 and 3 from site 1) were reported which included 
representatives of two families and eight genera from 
the study sites (Table 1).  The species composition of 
each study sites is as follows.

Species diversity within the habitat
In the present study, diversity of scolopendromorph 

centipedes from three different ecosystems was analyzed. 
The values of diversity indices (Table 2) indicated that 
Site 1 was more relatively diverse than the other two 
sites.  The forest Site 1 possesses more diversity than 
Site 2 (undisturbed & abandoned agricultural land) and 
Site 3 (residential area).  The habitat quality may be the 
most vital factor determining the presence of species at 
a given biota.  In this study also Site 1 being a forest it 
harbors more species.

Shared species and similarity between diversity and 
abundance

The analysis for comparing the similarity in diversity 
of ecosystems revealed that Site 1 and 2 are more similar 
and possess a maximum number of shared species 
(Table 3).  The similarity indices (Jaccard, Sorenson and 
Morisita Horn) indices also showed the same results 
indicating the higher level of similarity between Site 1 
and 2. The high diversity in Site 2 being an unprotected 
and isolated hilly ecosystem indicates the significance 
of “conservation efforts outside protected areas”.  
It supports the opinion that areas outside existing 
conservation reserves, harboring significant levels 
of biodiversity need to be targeted for long term 
conservation (Raman & Mudappa 2003).  Besides, Site 
2 (Narayamkulam) is a hillock adjacent to (about 30.9km 
away) Malabar Wildlife Sanctuary where site 1 was 
located.  The maximum number of shared species (7) 
between these two sites also support the assumption 
that once it was a pristine forest which later transformed 
to a rather abandoned and isolated hillock area.

Figure 1. Study areas for ecological studies
Site 1:  Protected forest ecosystem: Urakkauzhy (UK); Site 2 - undisturbed 
& isolated hilly area: Narayamkulam (NK); Site 3 - Residential land: 
Kuttothparambu (KP)

UK
NK

KP
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DISCUSSION
 
Impact of seasonal fluctuations in diversity index

Seasons (premonsoon, monsoon and postmonsoon) 
in Kerala were observed to have an imperative impact on 
the diversity of scolopendromorph centipedes.  Species 
richness varied significantly between sites and seasons 
(p=0.05) (Figs. 2–4).  The highest Simpson mean value 
was recorded during the month of October (9.82) at post 
monsoon period in Site 1 (Malabar Wildlife Sanctuary).  
The minimum value in the index was recorded in the 
month of March (1.91) at pre-monsoon period in Site3 
(Kuttothparambu).  The same trend has been observed in 
cases of Shannon exponential mean and Simpson mean.  

As monsoon period is defined as the reproductive active 
time for the scolopendromorph centipede (Lewis 1972, 
1981) then there is a chance of increasing the number of 
organisms in the post- monsoon time. 

In the discussion of the life histories of Nigerian 
centipedes Lewis (1972) made out an observation that 
S. amazonica (= Scolopendra morsitans Linnaeus, 1758) 
(Bücherl, 1946) in order to avoid the dry season it took 
refuge in cow dung and R. nuda togoensis Kraepelin, 
1903 and E. trigonopodus Leach, 1817, which are 
virtually absent from superficial habitats may enter deep 
crevices in soil.  In accordance with this observation, the 
present study also pointed out the decreasing pattern 
of Indices in premonsoon period (mainly in the summer 

Diversity Indices
Mean ± SD Range

Site 1 Site 2 Site 3 Site 1 Site 2 Site 3

Number of species 13 11 3    

Shannon Mean 2.42 ±0.16 2.23±0.17 1.14±0.16 2.12–2.58 1.9–2.42 0.89–1.38

Shannon Exponential Mean 11.29±1.64 9.41±1.53 3.17±0.52 8.27–13.2 6.71–11.2 2.44–3.97

Simpson Mean 9.83±3.17 8.32±2.65 3.03±1.07 4.87–13.69 4.32–11.53 1.91–5.08

Table 2. Comparison of diversity indices within three ecosystems

Site 1 - Malabar Wildlife Sanctuary; Site 2 - Narayamkulam undisturbed & isolated hilly area; Site 3 - Kuttothparambu residential area

Site 1 - Malabar Wildlife Sanctuary; Site 2 - Narayamkulam undisturbed & isolated hilly area; Site 3 - Kuttothparambu residential area.
R = Recoreded from site; NR = not recorded from site

Family Species recorded
Study sites

Site 1 Site 2 Site 3

1

Cryptopidae

Cryptops malabarensis Dhanya et al., 2012 R R NR

2 Cryptops sp 1 R R NR

3 Cryptops sp 2 NR NR R

4 Paracryptops sps 1 R R NR

5

Scolopendridae

Scolopendra morsitans Linnaeus, 1758 NR R NR

6 Digitipes barnabasi  Jangi & Dass, 1984 R R NR

7 Digitipes coonoorensis Jangi & Dass, 1984 R R NR

8 Digitipes pruthi Jangi & Dass, 1984 NR R NR

9 Digitipes sp 1 R NR NR

10 Digitipes sp 2 R NR NR

11 Rhysida immarginata immarginata (Porat, 1876) NR NR NR

12 Rhysida longipes longipes (Newport, 1845) NR R R

13 Asanada sukhensis Jangi & Dass, 1984 NR R NR

14 Cormocephalus dentipes Pocock, 1891 R R NR

15 Cormocephalus nigrificatus Verhoeff, 1937 R NR NR

16 Otostigmus politus politus Karsch, 1881 NR NR NR

17 Otostigmus sp 1 R NR NR

18 Ethmostigmus rubrieps platycepahlus Newport, 1845 R NR NR

Table 1. Species composition in three ecosystems
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months of March and Aprfil); fit may also be due to the 

cenfipedes’ behavfioral tendency to avofid desficcafion. In 

the month of December and January very less number 

of  findfivfiduals  were  observed  at  Sfite  1  and  2.    Even  fin 

termfite sofil and leaf lfiter of Sfite 1 where there fis a more 

probable  chance  of  findfing  cenfipedes,  no  specfimens 

were  observed.    In  the  same  months  the  acfivfifies  of 

assocfiated sofil fauna were also neglfigfible.

Seasonal finluence on the sofil properfies fin study area

Seasonal trend fin the physfico-chemfical properfies fis 

gfiven fin Table 4. 

Sofil temperature

In general, sofil temperature reported fin three study 

sfites  showed  varfiafions  across  the  seasons  (Table  4).  

The  least  average  temperature  was  observed  fin  Sfite 

1  durfing  monsoon  and  the  hfighest  recorded  at  Sfite  3 

durfing  post–monsoon.    The  hfigh  rafinfall  fin  the  hfigher 

alfitude  areas  of  Malabar  Wfildlfife  Sanctuary  where 

Sfite 1 fis located could be the reason for the lowest sofil 

temperature  reported.    Befing  a  resfidenfial  area,  Sfite  3 

recorded  the  hfigher  values  durfing  the  dry  seasons  of 

premonsoon.  Shannon dfiversfity findex also showed the 

same  trend  as  sofil  temperature  so  fit  can  be  predficted 

Ffirst sample Second sample
Shared specfies 
observed

Chao shared 
esfimated

Jaccard classfic
Sorensen 
classfic

Chao jaccard raw 
abundance based

Chao sorensen 
raw abundance 
based

Morfisfita horn

Sfite 1 Sfite 2 7 7 0.412 0.583 0.746 0.854 0.545

Sfite 1 Sfite 3 1 0 0.067 0.125 0.059 0.111 0.067

Sfite 2 Sfite 3 2 0 0.167 0.286 0.442 0.613 0.389

Table 3. Shared specfies analysfis between three ecosystems

Sfite 1 - Malabar Wfildlfife Sanctuary; Sfite 2 - Narayamkulam undfisturbed & fisolated hfilly area; Sfite 3 - Kutothparambu resfidenfial area

Ffigure 2. Mean seasonal varfiafions of Shannon Index 
across Sfite 1 - Malabar Wfildlfife Sanctuary; Sfite 2 - 
Narayamkulam undfisturbed & fisolated hfilly area; 
Sfite 3 - Kutothparambu resfidenfial area
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that the temperature influences the diversity pattern.
The same observations were reported in the following 

studies earlier.  Abrahamsen’ (1971) studied the effect 
of temperature and moisture content on soil fauna and 
observed that temperature and moisture content of the 
soil play a critical role in the distribution and diversity 
of soil organisms.  Jabin et al. (2004) conducted the 
litter accumulation treatments for studying the effect of 
change in mean temperature on soil biota and revealed 
that the abundance of centipedes varied in accordance 
with temperature differences.

Soil pH
In general, the average pH of soil from three sites 

during three seasons recorded in the range of slightly 
acidic i.e., 4.6–6.09 (Table 4).  The seasonal trend in 
Shannon diversity index also showed the same pattern 
as the seasonal trend of soil pH (Fig. 2).  A similar 
observation was reported from Jabin et al. (2004) in 
which the author discussed that the arthropods with 
a calcareous exoskeleton demonstrated the highest 
correlations within the soil fauna, as they were positively 
correlated to pH-value.

Soil organic carbon
Increased Organic Carbon (OC) in premonsoon 

(3.2%) in site 1 may be attributed to higher level of 
leaf fall in the forest area which may lead to increase 
in soil OC content; similarly excessive soil erosion due 
to rainfall can be a reason for lower level OC during 
monsoons (Table 4).  Kirby & Potvin (2007) find a 
correlation between biodiversity and organic carbon 
in soils and suggested that increase in biodiversity as 
the reason for excessive organic carbon in forests.  The 
excessive mulching of soil due to leaf litter may create a 

different microclimate on pre-monsoon, than the litter 
free monsoon season during which there is decreased 
oxidation of humus formed in summer.  The seasonal 
trend in Shannon Diversity Index also showed the same 
pattern as the seasonal trend of soil OC.  The present 
study also revealed that there is comparatively high OC 
and lower diversity at Site 3 than Site 1 and 2.

Soil chemical properties
In general, the seasonal trend in Shannon diversity 

index also showed the same pattern as the seasonal trend 
of soil chemical parameters.  The available Phosphorus 
will be lower in natural forests (Site 1) because there is 
no use of artificial fertilizers there. 

Influence of soil properties on Shannon diversity index
Important abiotic factors that observed influencing 

the diversity and richness of scolopendromorph are 
temperature, pH, OC, EC, chemical parameters and 
seasonal fluctuations. 

In the three sites (1, 2 and 3) temperature seemed 
to have a significant influence on diversity index and 
showed a positive correlation of r = 0.754 (Site 1) and r 
= 0.966 (Site 2) and r = 0.551 (Site 3).  In the case of pH, 
index at Site 1 showed a positive correlation r =954, while 
it was very insignificant in Site 2 and 3.  The EC diversity 
in three sites showed a negligible correlation only (r = 
0.037 (Site 1) and r = 0.204 (Site 2) and r = 0.340 (Site 
3).  In the case of OC and K, however, site 3 showed a 
high correlation of r = 0.864 (OC) and r = 0.840 (K) where 
in site 2 and 3 it showed a very negligible correlation.  
Across three of the sites K showed high correlation r = 
0.840 (Site 3) and r = 0.500 (Site 1) and a low correlation 
r = 0.190 (Site 2).  Ca and Mg seem to be less correlated 
with diversity and showed lower correlation values.

Sites Season Shannon 
Diversity Index Temperature pH EC(ds/m) OC% P(mg/kg) K(mg/kg) Ca(mg/kg) Mg(mg/

kg)

Site 1 PrM 2.48 22.75 6.09 0.17 3.2 41.5 104 411.5 138.5

Site 1 M 2.47 18 4.6 0.07 2.46 34.5 184.5 509.4 93.4

Site 1 PsM 2.57 18.25 5.32 0.7 1.92 26.5 84.5 93 22

Site 2 PrM 2.29 25.75 5.52 0.07 3.7 41.45 223.5 616 179

Site 2 M 2.32 24 5.53 0.05 3.8 34.45 128 248.9 71

Site 2 PsM 2.39 25.25 4.76 0.8 3.15 27.2 53.5 162 28

Site 3 PrM 1.14 27 5.51 0.07 3.1 42.9 134.5 811.5 211.5

Site 3 M 1.26 24.25 4.9 0.11 2.26 36.5 138.5 812.2 79.3

Site 3 PsM 1.31 25.75 4.91 0.1 3.12 27.2 131 192 49

Table 4. Mean Index and Soil Physico-Chemical properties of three sites across 3 seasons

Site 1 - Malabar Wildlife Sanctuary; Site 2 - Narayamkulam undisturbed & isolated hilly area; Site 3 - Kuttothparambu residential area.
PrM - Pre Monsoon; M - Monsoon; PsM - Post Monsoon
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From these observations it can be presumed that, in 
soil ecosystems temperature plays a significant role in 
the diversity of scolopendromorph centipedes.  Besides, 
scolopendromorph likely prefer alkaline soils and shows 
a high diversity in alkaline rich soils.  EC of soils seemed 
to be not influencing the scolopendromorphs.  While 
OC, K and Ca influence these organisms, the contents 
of Mg and P seems to be less influencing.  Jabin et al. 
(2004) in studies on influence of soil attributes to the 
distribution pattern of soil arthropods in temperate 
deciduous forests reported that arthropods with a 
calcareous exoskeleton showed the highest correlations 
within the soil fauna, as they were positively correlated 
to pH-value and (Ca+Mg+K)/Al molar ratio.  In the 
present study at Site 1 the forest habitat a positive 
correlation of diversity with pH is reported, the cases of 
Ca and K also showed similar effects.  But the correlation 
of Mg is reported against their observations. In another 
investigation by (Shakir & Ahmed 2015) on influence 
of blend of meteorological and edaphic factors on soil 
arthropod abundance observed that soil temperature 
and soil organic matter showed significant positive 
correlation with abundance, which supports the present 
findings.  They also discussed that soil moisture and pH 
showed no significant correlations, which is applicable 
to the reported observations also.

General observations on Scolopendromorpha ecology
distribution across altitude gradient

Apart from these, it is also observed that in high 
altitude area (1,500–1,700 m) scolopendromorph 
centipedes were represented less in number and 
diversity but geophilomorph centipedes were in plenty.  
And in the highest altitude in some forest patches like 
Sholas only lithobiomorph centipedes were observed 
indicating a possible influence of climatic along with 

altitudinal variations on centipede diversity.  Regarding 
the distribution of Scolopendromorpha across altitude 
gradients, the study areas of Kerala State are categorized 
into eight altitudinal gradients.  The results showed 
that the altitudinal zone of 100–200 m has the highest 
number of species accumulations (18 species) and the 
zone of 1,200–1,400 m possess the lowest number of 
species (3 species) (Table 5).

Parental care
Egg laying and brooding behavior of Indian 

scolopendromorph centipedes is not well documented, 
but there are short communications on the parental 
care of the species Cormocephalus dentipes Pocock, 
1891 by Tilak & Roy (1988), Jangi & Dass (1984), Yadav 
(1994) and Khanna (19 July 2011 pers. comm.).  During 
the present study, two such notable observations on 
parental care were noticed and recorded.  It included the 
observations on two species, in Rhysida immarginata 
(Porat, 1876) and Digitipes barnabasi Jangi & Dass, 1984.  
The parental care of R. immarginata was observed in an 
unprotected and isolated hilly area adjoining a moist 
deciduous forest patch on a laterite hill at foothills of 
Western Ghats.  The centipede was observed about 
5cm below the soil surface, which was ploughed for 
Ginger cultivation.  The soil temperature at the time of 
observation was 260C and the soil pH was 4.2.  At the time 
of observation, the mother centipede was found coiled 
around the ball like clutch of embryonic stadia, with the 
ventral surface touching the clutch, and dorsal surface 
exposed.  The same posture of mother centipede typical 
for Scolopendromorpha was also reported by earlier 
workers in the order Craterostigmomorpha (found only 
in Tasmania and New Zealand) and in placodesmatic 
geophilomorphs (Edgecombe et al. 2010).  The clutches 
consisting of about 34 embryonic stadia were clustered 
together and each stadium was transparent, pale white 
in colour and coiled (Image 4).  On disturbance, the 
female recoiled and moved away from the clutch, thus 
scattering the stadia apart.  When forcefully reintroduced 
into the scattered clutch, the female did not care for the 
hatchlings and tried to burrow into the soil by to–and–
from movements of trunk appendages.  After about 
an hour the centipede searched for the hatchlings and 
tried to settle it together using the trunk appendages.  
Then, it again coiled around the partly settled clutch in 
a rather loose way using its mouthparts and anterior 
appendages, only to abandon the hatchlings after an 
hour most.

Besides, an individual of D. barnabasi in brooding 
(Image 5) was also observed during faunistic surveys at 

Table 5. Relative abundance of Scolopendromorpha across 
altitudinal gradient

Altitude Gradient 
(m asl) Number of species Relative abundance

10–200 18 47.37%

200–400 6 15.79%

400–600 8 21.05%

600–800 15 39.47%

800–1000 6 15.79%

1000–1200 8 21.05%

1200–1400 3 7.89%

1400 and above 6 15.79%
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Image 6. Stadium

Image 7. Moulted individual

Kappalamudu, Kottayam District, Kerala on July 2011 
(post monsoon time).  The centipede was observed in 
a rubber plantation adjoining a moist deciduous forest 
patch on a hillock, about 5cm below the soil surface, 
which was exposed for faunistic collection.  At the time 
of observation, the mother centipede was found coiled 
around the ball like clutch of embryonic stadia, with the 
ventral surface touching the clutch, and dorsal surface 
exposed.  The clutches consisting of about 34 embryonic 
stadia were clustered together and each stadium was 
transparent, pale white in colour and coiled (Image 6).  
The disturbance in soil detached some of the stadia, which 
were collected for study.  A similar observation was also 
recorded from the Site 1 at Malabar Wildlife Sanctuary, 
where an adult Rhysida sp. with 18 numbers of stadia 
were observed in the month of September 2011 (post 
monsoon) after prolonged rainy days.  The brooding was 
observed in between stones and when disturbed for clear 
observation mother escaped leaving back the stadia. It 

was also noticed that in the month of September most of 
the specimens observed in all the study area were mainly 
sub adults.

Moulting and hibernation
During the present study some of the specimens 

were collected in their moulting stages but it was difficult 
to identify them due to the vague taxonomic characters 
(Image 7).  Microscopic examination of such specimens 
revealed that they might be in a condition similar to Stage 
B (in which the cuticle begins to harden) in moulting 
procedure as reported by Rajulu (1973).  Interestingly an 
‘almost hibernation’ behavior was observed in Digitipes 

Image 4. Rhysida immarginata in parental care

Image 5. Digitipes barnabasi in parental care

© P.K. Umesh

© P.K. Umesh

© Dhanya Balan

© Dhanya Balan



Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 26 July 2017 | 9(7): 10386–1039510394

Diversity of scolopendromorph centipedes from Kerala Balan & Sureshan

Image 8.  Cormocephalus sp. in hibernation inside a coconut trunk

Image 9. Ectoparasitism of acari on Digitipes barnabasi

protected area are more similar and possess maximum 
number of shared species.  This result pointed out the 
significance of conserving the diversity outside the 
protected areas too.  The ecological studies based on soil 
analysis of the selected areas revealed that abiotic factors 
such as temperature, pH, OC, EC, chemical parameters 
may influence the diversity of Scolopendromorpha. 
Further studies including more parameters are warranted 
to reveal the ecology of Scolopendromorpha in detail.

REFERENCES

Abrahamsen, G. (1971). The influence of temperature and soil moisture 
on the population density of Cognettia sphagnetorum (Oligochaeta: 
Lumbricidae) in cultures with homogenized raw humus. Pedobiologia 
11: 417–424.

Attems, C. (1930). Myriopoda. 2. Scolopendromorpha. Das Tierreich. De 
Gruyter, Berlin, 308pp.

Bücherl, W. (1946). Novidades systematics na ordem Scolopendromorpha. 
Memórias do Instituto de Butantan 19: 135–157.

Chagas-J, A., G.D. Edgecombe & A. Minelli (2008). Variability in 
trunk segmentation in the centipede order Scolopendromorpha: 
a remarkable new species of Scolopendropsis Brandt (Chilopoda: 
Scolopendridae) from Brazil. Zootaxa 1888: 36–46; http://doi.
org/10.5281/zenodo.184289

Colwell, R.K. (2009). EstimateS: Statistical estimation of species richness 
and shared species from samples. Version 8.2. User’s Guide and 
application published at: http://purl.oclc.org/estimates 

Dhanya, B., P.M. Sureshan & K. Vinod (2012). A new species of centipede 
of the genus Cryptops Leach (Scolopendromorpha: Cryptopidae) from 
southern Western Ghats with a key to the species of Cryptops in India. 
Journal of Threatened Taxa 4(4): 2510–2514; http://doi.org/10.11609/
JoTT.o3035.2510-4 

Edgecombe, G.D., L. Bonato & G. Giribet (2010). Brooding in 
Mecistocephalus togensis (Geophilomorpha: Placodesmata) and the 
evolution of parental care in centipedes (Chilopoda). International 
Journal of Myriapodology 3(2): 139–144; http://doi.org/10.1163/187
525410X12578602960506 

Hammer, Ø., D.A.T. Harper & P.D. Ryan (2001). PAST: Paleontological 
statistics software package for education and data analysis. 

and Cormocephalus species in high altitude habitats 
especially in winter and summer seasons.  In the field, 
these individuals were in an inert condition beneath the 
soil (Image 8).  Even after disturbance, they didn’t turn 
up and no movement was observed for a prolonged 
time.  It could be an adaptive measure to tide over the 
adverse climatic conditions like water scarcity and low 
temperature.

Ectoparasitism  of acari
Like in other arthropods, centipedes are also 

frequently found to have mites attached to them.  The six-
legged larvae of trombidiids and resting stage (hypopus) of 
several species of Tyrogliphidae are found as ectoparasites 
on centipedes (Lewis 2002).  Interestingly during the 
microscopic examinations of a specimen of Digitipes 
coonoorensis Jangi & Dass, 1984 the ectoparasitism by 
Acari mites was observed.  The specimen was an adult 
one, and the mites of about 2–3 mm in size and whitish in 
colour and oval in appearance were found attached with 
the soft tissues near genital organs and spiracles (Image 9).

CONCLUSION

In summary, pre-monsoon, monsoon and post 
monsoon seasons in Kerala observed to be have an 
imperative impact on the diversity of scolopendromorph 
centipedes.  Species richness varied significantly 
between sites and seasons (p=0.05). The results based 
on comparison of alpha diversity within three different 
habitats pointed out that the forest area was relatively 
more diverse than the other two sites.  The analysis 
for comparing the similarity in diversity of ecosystems 
revealed that the forest and the undisturbed isolated non-

© Dhanya Balan

http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.184289
http://doi.org/10.11609/JoTT.o3035.2510-4
http://doi.org/10.1163/187525410X12578602960506


Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 26 July 2017 | 9(7): 10386–10395 10395

Diversity of scolopendromorph centipedes from Kerala Balan & Sureshan

Palaeontologia Electronica 4(1): retrieved from http://
palaeoelectronica.org/2001_1/past/issue1_01.htm

IBOY (2000). Soil macrofauna: an endangered resource in a changing 
world. Report of an international workshop held at IRD, Bondy 
(France) 19–23 June 2000. Downloadable at URL: http://www.bondy.
ird.fr/lest/iboy/workshop–report.pdf

Jabin, M., D. Mohr, H. Kappes & W. Topp (2004). Influence of deadwood 
on density of soil macro-arthropods in a managed oak-beech forest. 
Forest Ecology and Management 194: 61–69.

Jangi, B.S. & C.M.S. Dass (1984). Scolopendridae of the Deccan. Journal 
of Scientific and Industrial Research 43(1): 27–54. 

Jones, C.G., J.H. Lawton & M. Shachack (1997). Positive and negative 
effects of organisms as physical ecosystem engineers. Ecology 78(7): 
1946–1957. 

Khanna, V. (2008). National Register of the valid species of Scolopendrid 
centipedes (Chilopoda: Scolpendromorpha) in India. Biosystematica 
1(2): 33–45.

Kirby, K.R. & C. Potvin (2007). Variation in carbon storage among tree 
species: Implications for the management of a small-scale carbon sink 
project. Forest Ecology and Management 246(2–3): 208–221.

Kraepelin, K. (1903). Revision der  Scolopendriden (Scolopendromorpha). 
The Mitteilungen aus dem Hamburgischen Zoologischen Museum 20: 
1–276. 

Lavelle, P. & A.V. Spain (2001). Soil Ecology. Kluwer Scientific Publication, 
Amsterdam, NL, 153pp.

Leach, W.E. (1817). The zoological miscellany, being the descriptions of 
new and interesting animals. III. XII. In: The Characters of the Genera 
of the Class Myriopoda. Taylor, London, 3: 36.

Lewis, J.G.E. (1972). The population density and biomass of the 
centipede Scolopendra amazonica (Bücherl) (Scolopndromorpha: 
Scolopendridae) in sahel savannah Nigeria. Entomologists Monthly 
Magazine 108: 16–18.

Lewis, J.G.E. (1981). The Biology of Centipedes. Cambridge University 
Press, Cambridge, 457pp.

Lewis, J.G.E. (2002). The true identity of the Ethiopian centipede 
Scolopendra gardullana Attems (Chilopoda: Scolopendromorpha; 
Scolopendridae). African Invertebrates 43: 1–31.

Lewis, J.G.E. (2010). A revision of the rugulosus group of Otostigmus 
subgenus Otostigmus Porat, 1876 (Chilopoda: Scolopendromorpha: 
Scolopendridae). Zootaxa 2579: 1–29

Minelli, A., A. Chagas-Júnior & G.D. Edgecombe (2009). Saltational 
evolution of trunk segment number in centipedes. Evolution & 
Development 11(3): 318–322; http://doi.org/10.1111/j.1525-
142X.2009.00334.x

Moreira, F.M.S., E.J. Huising & D.E. Bignell (2008). A Handbook of 
Tropical Soil and Biology: Sampling and Characterization of Below-
ground Biodiversity. Earthscan, London, UK, 218pp. 

Pereira, L.A. (2000). The preparation of centipedes for microscopical 
examination with particular reference to the Geophilomorpha. 
Bulletin of the British Myriapod and Isopod Group, 16: 22–25.

Pocock, R.I. (1891). Notes on the synonymy of some species of 
Scolopendridae with descriptions of new genera and species of the 
group. Annals and Magazine of Natural History 6(7): 51–58; 221–231.

Porat, C.O. (1876). On nagra exotica Myriapoder. Kungl Svenka 
vetenskapsakademiens handlingar 4(7): 1–48. 

Rajulu, G.S. (1973). Moulting, moult cycle of a centipede Ethmostigmus 
spinosus (Chilopoda: Myriapoda). Current Science 42: 205–206.

Raman, T.R.S. & D. Mudappa (2003). Bridging the gap: Sharing 
responsibility for ecological restoration and wildlife conservation on 
private lands in the Western Ghats. Social Change 33(2&3): 129–141.

Shakir, M.M. & S. Ahmed (2015). Seasonal abundance of soil 
arthropods in relation to meteorological and edaphic factors in the 
agroecosystems of Faisalabad, Punjab, Pakistan. International Journal 
of Biometeorology 59(5): 605–16; http://doi.org/10.1007/s00484-
014-0874-9 

Sureshan, P.M., V. Khanna & C. Radhakrishnan (2006). Additional 
distributional records of scolopendrid centipedes (Chilopoda: 
Scolopendromorpha) from Kerala. Zoos’ Print Journal 21(6): 2285–
2291; http://doi.org/10.11609/JoTT.ZPJ.1433.2285-91 

Tilak, R. & P. Roy (1988). On an interesting case of parental care 
and distribution of Cormocephalus dentipes Pocock (Chilopoda: 
Scolopendromorpha: Scolopendridae). Journal of the Bombay Natural 
History Society 85(1): 228–229.

Yadav, B.E. (1994). The scolopendrid centipedes. Science and Culture 
60(6–12): 77–79.

Threatened Taxa

http://doi.org/10.1111/j.1525-142X.2009.00334.x
http://doi.org/10.1007/s00484-014-0874-9
http://doi.org/10.11609/JoTT.ZPJ.1433.2285-91


The Journal of Threatened Taxa is dedicated to building evidence for conservation globally by publishing 
peer-reviewed articles online every month at a reasonably rapid rate at www.threatenedtaxa.org.  All articles 
published in JoTT are registered under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License unless 
otherwise mentioned. JoTT allows unrestricted use of articles in any medium, reproduction, and distribution 
by providing adequate credit to the authors and the source of publication.

July 2017 | Vol. 9 | No. 7 | Pages: 10369–10492
Date of Publication: 26 July 2017 (Online & Print)

DOI: 10.11609/jott.2017.9.7.10369-10492
www.threatenedtaxa.org

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online); ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

OPEN ACCESS

Threatened Taxa

Communications

The status of Arabian Gazelles Gazella arabica (Mammalia: 
Cetartiodactyla: Bovidae) in Al Wusta Wildlife Reserve and 
Ras Ash Shajar Nature Reserve, Oman
-- Mansoor H. Al Jahdhami, Sultan Al Bulushi, Haitham Al Rawahi, 
Waheed Al Fazari, Ahmed Al Amri, AbdulRahman Al Owaisi, Salim 
Al Rubaiey, Zahran Al Abdulasalam, Metab Al Ghafri, Shaeilendra 
Yadav, Sami Al Rahbi & Steven Ross, Pp. 10369–10373

On the occurrence of the Black Spine-cheek Gudgeon 
Eleotris melanosoma Bleeker in Sri Lankan waters, with 
comments on the Green-backed Guavina Bunaka gyrinoides 
(Bleeker) (Teleostei: Eleotridae)
-- Sudesh Batuwita, Sampath Udugampala & Udeni Edirisinghe, 
10374–10379

Captive breeding for conservation of Dussumier’s Catfish 
(Actinopterygii: Siluriformes: Clariidae: Clarias dussumieri) 
a Near Threatened endemic catfish of peninsular India
-- K.G. Padmakumar, L. Bindu, P.S. Sreerekha, Nitta Joseph, 
Anuradha Krishnan, P.S. Manu & V.S. Basheer, Pp. 10380–10385

Influence of seasonal and edaphic factors on the diversity of 
scolopendromorph centipedes (Chilopoda: Scolopendromorpha) 
and general observations on their ecology from Kerala, India
-- Dhanya Balan & P.M. Sureshan, 10386–10395

Butterflies of eastern Assam, India
-- Arun P. Singh, 10396–10420

Short Communications

Three noteworthy additions to the flora of the western 
Himalaya, India
-- Ishwari Datt Rai, Amit Kumar, Gajendra Singh, Bhupendra Singh 
Adhikari & Gopal Singh Rawat, 10421–10425

New distribution records of three Sarcophyton species 
(Alcyonacea: Alcyoniidae) in Indian waters from 
Andaman Islands
-- Seepana Rajendra, C. Raghunathan & Tamal Mondal, 10426–
10432

Additions to the Indian dragonfly fauna, and new records of two 
enigmatic damselflies (Insecta: Odonata) from northeastern 
India
-- Shantanu Joshi, Joyce Veino, Dahru Veino, Lightson Veino, 
Rakoveine Veino & Krushnamegh Kunte, Pp. 10433–10444

Dragonflies and Damselflies (Odonata: Insecta) of 
Keoladeo National Park, Rajasthan, India
-- Dheerendra Singh, Brijendra Singh & Jan T. Hermans, 
Pp. 10445–10452

Records of the Indian Sand Snake Psammophis condanarus 
(Merrem, 1820) (Reptilia: Lamprophiidae) in southern India 
-- S.R. Ganesh, Vivek Sharma & M. Bubesh Guptha, Pp. 10453–
10458

An ecological note on the new record of Cuora amboinensis 
(Riche in Daudin, 1801) (Reptilia: Testudines: Geoemydidae) 
in northeastern India
-- Kulendra Chandra Das & Abhik Gupta, Pp. 10459–10462

A new distribution record of the European Free-tailed Bat 
Tadarida teniotis (Chiroptera: Molossidae) from the western 
Himalaya, India
-- Rohit Chakravarty, Pp. 10463–10467

Measuring Indian Blackbuck Antilope cervicapra (Mammalia: 
Cetartiodactyla: Bovidae) abundance at Basur Amruth Mahal 
Kaval Conservation Reserve, Chikkamagaluru, southern India
-- H.S. Sathya Chandra Sagar & P.U. Antoney, Pp. 10468–10472

Notes

A new species of Sarcinella (Ascomycetes) from Eturnagaram 
Wildlife Sanctuary, Warangal District, Telangana, India
-- Khaja Moinuddin Mohammad, Bagyanarayana Gaddam & 
Rana Kausar, Pp. 10473–10475

Re-collection of the Black Catchfly Silene nigrescens 
(Caryophyllales: Caryophyllaceae) after 130 years from Indian 
western Himalaya
-- Satish Chandra, D.S. Rawat & P.K. Pusalkar, Pp. 10476–10479

Eight new records of the family Erebidae (Lepidoptera: 
Noctuoidea) from India
-- Jagbir Singh Kirti, Navneet Singh & Harkanwal Singh, 
Pp. 10480–10486

New records of hover wasps (Hymenoptera: Vespidae: 
Stenogastrinae) from Bhutan
-- Tshering Nidup, Wim Klein & Phurpa Dorji, Pp. 10487–10489

Addition of four species to the butterfly checklist of Kaleshwar 
National Park, Haryana, India
-- Sachin P. Ranade, Pp. 10490–10492

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.zoo.ch/xml_1/internet/en/intro.cfm
http://threatenedtaxa.org/



