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For tthe firstt fime, a Bhuttan Takfin Budorcas ttaxficolor 

whfittefi was  camera  ttrapped  fin  tthe  easttern  partt  off 

Wangchuck  Centtennfial  Nafional  Park  (27056’03.8’’E 

&  91004’53.7’’N)  and  fis  by  tthus  ffar,  tthe  eastternmostt 

documentted  evfidence off  Takfin  presence fin  Bhuttan.    A 

lone  findfivfidual  was  phottographed  att  3,898m  fin  tthe 

upper mfixed fir and rhododendron fforestt off Thomtthom 

area  fin  norttheasttern  partt  off  Lhuenttse  Dfisttrfictt,  whfich 

also  fforms  a  partt  off  tthe  upper  wattersheds  off  Kurfichu 

Rfiver (Image 1).  The anfimal was ffound att aboutt a ffew 

hundred mettres away ffrom a ttrafil whfich fis exttensfively 

used  by  tthe  Bhuttanese  army  ffor  border  pattrols  and 

also by fforestt oficfials ffor anfi-poachfing pattrols.  Otther 

specfies  whfich  were  recorded  att  tthe  sfitte  fincluded  tthe 

Hfimalayan Black Bear Ursus tthfibettanus, Asfiafic Golden 

Catt Cattopuma ttemmfinckfifi and Blood Pheasantt Itthagfinfis 

cruenttus.  Old  sfigns  off  poachfing  such  as  remnantts  off 

ttraps  made  outt  off  rhododendron  branches  were  also 

observed  fin  tthe  nearby  rfidges.    The  camera  ttrappfing 

exercfise spanned tthe uplands off Wangchuck Centtennfial 

Nafional  Park,  Phrumsengla 

Nafional  Park,  Sfingye  Dzong  area 

fin  Bumdelfing  Wfildlfiffe  Sancttuary 

and dfisttrfictts off Bumtthang, Monger, 

Trashfi  Yangttse  and  Gasa.    Nfinetty-

nfine camera ttrap sttafions were sett 

up  and  tthe  ttottal  samplfing  effortt 

realfized was 2,079 ttrap days.

In Bhuttan, tthe specfies fis belfieved 

tto  occur  fin  scattered  populafions 

tthroughoutt  fforestted  and  unfforestted  mounttafin  slopes 

on  Bhuttan’s  nortthern  border  (Song  ett  al.  2009).  

Prevfiously,  tthe  specfies  was  documentted  up  tto  Dhur 

fin Wangchuck Centtennfial Nafional Park and tthen latter 

fin  2011  att  Rodungla  (27034’56.4”E  &  90058’59.4”N)  fin 

Phrumsengla Nafional Park (Wangchuk 2011).  Anotther 

fintteresfing  findfing  ffrom  tthe  camera  ttrap  exercfise  fis 

phottographs off Bhuttan Takfin att elevafions off 4,864m fin 

Gomtthang under Wangchuck Centtennfial Nafional Park 

(Image  2).    Prevfiously,  Bhuttan  Takfin  was  nott  known 

above 4,200m (Sharma ett al. 2015).  Thfis suggestts tthatt 

fin  tthefir  search  ffor  ffood  and  seasonal  mfigrafion  across 

landscapes,  tthey  ttraverse  routtes  much  above  tthe  ttree 

lfine  fintto  tthe  snowlfine.    However,  tthfis  assumpfion  wfill 

need tto be valfidatted tthrough careffully desfigned sttudfies.  

Also,  tto  prottectt  tthe  specfies  and  fitts  seasonal  habfitts, 

tthese  hfighlands  should  recefive  prfiorfitty  conservafion 

attenfion.

Classfified  as  Vulnerable  on  tthe  IUCN  Red  Lfistt 

cattegory,  tthe  specfies  fis  belfieved  tto  be  tthreattened  by 

overhunfing  and  habfittatt  loss  across  fitts  dfisttrfibufion 

range  and  fitts  populafion  fis  belfieved  tto  be  declfinfing 

globally.    In  Bhuttan,  fitt  conffrontts  tthreatts  ffrom 
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competition and disease transmission from domestic 
livestock, habitat loss and loss or disruption of 
migration routes (Song et al. 2009).  The species lacks 
a proper population status and clear migration routes 
within the country.  It is listed in Schedule I species of 
Forest and Nature Conservation Act of 1995 and has 
also been declared as the national animal of Bhutan. 

© UWICE

Image 1. Takin camera trapped in the eastern part of Wangchuck 
Centennial National Park, the eastern most distribution in Bhutan

Image 2. Takin camera trapped at 4,864m in Gomthang under 
Wangchuck Centennial National Park, Bhutan
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