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The  ffamfily  Plattygasttrfidae  has 

ttwo  subffamfilfies  Plattygasttrfinae 

and  Scelfiottrachelfinae,  tthe 

fformer  befing  parasfittofids  off 

Cecfidomyfifidae  (Dfipttera)  whfile 

tthe  latter  are  parasfittofids  off  eggs 

off  Flafidae,  Pseudococcfidae, 

Aleyrodfidae,  Curculfionfidae  and 

Cerambycfidae  (Goulett  &  Huber 

1993).  Pfiesttopleura belongs tto tthe 

subffamfily Plattygasttrfinae.  Thfis genus fis befing reportted 

ffor tthe firstt fime ffrom Indfia.

Whfile  collecfing  Plattygasttrofidea  ffrom  tthefir  nattural 

habfittatt,  a  specfimen  off  tthe  genus Pfiesttopleura  Forstter 

was  collectted  ffrom  a  Malafise  ttrap  erectted  att  tthe 

Insfittutte  off  Wood  Scfience  and  Technology  (IWST), 

Malleswaram,  Bengaluru.    The  specfimen  was  fimaged 

wfitth a Lefica M205A sttereomficroscope, wfitth 1x objecfive 

and  Lefica  DFC-500  dfigfittal  camera.    Voucher  specfimen 

fis deposfitted att tthe ICAR-Nafional Bureau off Agrficulttural 

Insectt Resources, Bengaluru, Karnattaka, Indfia.

Pfiesttopleura Förstter 

(Images 1 & 2)

Matterfial examfined: ICAR/NBAIR/P1184, 28.vfifi.2012, 

Indfia, Karnattaka, Bengaluru, IWST, Malafise ttrap, fforestt 

land, coll. A. Rameshkumar.

Dfiagnosfis: Thfis  genus  can  be  easfily  dfisfingufished 

ffrom otther genera off Plattygasttrfinae by tthe presence off 

tthe ffollowfing charactter sttattes: head anttero-postterfiorly 

compressed; mesosoma exttremely latterally compressed; 

mesoscuttellum elongatte, never semficfircular; mettasoma 

wfitth  latt  venttral  surfface.    The  presence  off  a  dfisfinctt 

T1  makes  fitt  more  relatted  tto Lepttacfis  tthan Synopeas 

(Ashmead 1893; Jackson 1969).

Bfiologfical  finfformafion: Pfiesttopleura  parasfifizes 

tthe  eggs  or  larvae  off  gall  mfidges  (Cecfidomyfifidae).  

The wasp egg does nott hattch unfil tthe ly larva fis ffully 

grown.    The  egg  dfivfides  mulfiple  fimes  when  tthe  hostt 

fis  much  larger  tthan  tthe  wasp,  resulfing  fin  fidenfical 

clones tthatt allow many wasps tto develop ffrom a sfingle 

egg  (polyembryony).    Ossfiannfilsson  (1937)  recorded 

dfifferentt  parasfific  Hymenopttera  such  as Macroglenes 

penettrans  (Kfirby), Lepttacfis  fipulae (Kfirby), Plattygastter 

ttuberosula Kfieffer, Plattygastter sp., Isosttasfius puncfiger 

Nees, Pfiesttopleura tthomsonfi  Kfieffer, Sacttogastter pfisfi 

Förstter, and Ecttadfius mamerttes (Walker) as parasfifizfing 

tthe lucerne lower mfidge Conttarfinfia medficagfinfis Kfieffer.  

Barnes  (1939)  recorded  eulophfids  [Aprosttocettus 

annulattus  (Förstter)  and Omphale aefius  (Walker)]  and 

plattygasttrfids  [Synopeas  sp.  and Pfiesttopleura cafillus 

(Walker)] as parasfittofids off Dasyneura alpesttrfis (Kfieffer).

Dfisttrfibufion: Pfiesttopleura fis representted by 19 specfies 

worldwfide (Johnson 2016).  Off tthese, 14 are known ffrom 
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the Palaearctic region while one species each has been 
reported from the Nearctic, Neotropical, Afrotropical, 
Australasian and Oriental regions (Vlug 1995; Johnson 
2016).  The only Oriental species - Piestopleura milnei 
Buhl - was described from Philippines, and subsequently 
reported from Laos.  This is the first report of the genus 
from India. 
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