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The Indfian Wfild Pfig Sus scroffa fis 

a wfidely dfisftrfibufted mammal ffound 

fin wesftern Europe, Russfia, norfthern 

Affrfica,  fthe  Medfifterranean  Basfin, 

Mfiddle  Easft,  Indfia,  Indo-Chfina, 

Japan,  Tafiwan  and  fthe  Greafter 

Sunda  Islands  off  Souftheasft  Asfia 

(Olfiver & Leus 2008).  ‘Indfian races’ 

are  dfisftrfibufted  ffrom  Iran  fto  Indfia 

and  fin  fthe  nefighbourfing  counftrfies 

off Myanmar and Thafiland (Olfiver & Leus 2008).  There 

are  fthree  subspecfies  off  Wfild  Pfig  fin  Indfia,  whfich  occur 

fthroughouft  fthe  counftry  excepft  fthe  arfid  areas  off 

Rajasfthan  and  Gujaraft  and  fthe  hfigh  Hfimalaya  (Menon 

2014).    The  norfthern  mosft  lfimfifts  off  Wfild  Pfig  exftends 

up  fto  fthe  Hfimalayan  ffoofthfills  (Menon  2014),  whfich 

fincludes fthe Jammu regfion off Jammu & Kashmfir.  The 

Wfild Pfig fis noft belfieved fto have been nafturally presenft 

fin fthe Kashmfir Valley buft fis safid fto have been finftroduced 

durfing fthe fime off Maharaja Gulab Sfingh (1846–1857), 

fthe  ersftwhfile  ruler  off  Jammu  &  Kashmfir  (Lawrence 

1895).  The Wfild Pfig became common along fthe easftern 

ffoofthfills off Kashmfir mounftafins wfifth Dachfigam Nafional 

Park  holdfing  fthe  core  populafion  (Lawrence  1895); 

however, fthere have been no reporfts off fifts occurrence 

fin norfthern Kashmfir. 

After  fthe  Dogra  Raj  (Maharaja  Rule),  fthe  Wfild  Pfig 

was  recognfized  as  an  finvasfive  specfies  fin  Kashmfir  and 

fthus  no  sfteps  were  ftaken  fto  conserve  fift.    The  specfies 

was consfidered locally exfincft even ffrom fthe Dachfigam 

Nafional  Park  (Mansoor  1989)  and,  accordfing  fto  Sftafte 

Wfildlfiffe Deparftmenft, was noft sfighfted ffrom fthe park and 

fifts  adjofinfing  areas  sfince  1984.    The  recenft  sfighfing  off 

fthe Wfild Pfig fin Dachfigam after a gap off abouft 30 years 

however proves fthaft fift sfill survfives fin Dachfigam (Ahmad 

eft al. 2013). 

Lfimber  and  Lachfipora  Wfildlfiffe  Sancftuarfies  are 

sfiftuafted  fin  fthe  Kajfinag  mounftafin  range  (34010’0”N 

&  7402’0”E)  whfich  ffalls  fin  Baramulla  Dfisftrficft  fin  fthe 

norfthwesft  off  fthe  Kashmfir  Valley  (Ffig.  1).    Locafted 

fin  fthe  norfthwesftern  Hfimalayan  bfiogeographfic  zone 

(2A)  (Rodgers  &  Panwar  1988),  fthe  area  occupfies  fthe 

norfth bank off fthe rfiver Jhelum fin Urfi, close fto fthe Lfine 

off  Conftrol  (LoC)  on  fthe  norfthwesftern  sfide  and  fthe 

Shamshabarfi  mounftafin  range  (Langafte  Foresft  Dfivfisfion 

off Kupwara Dfisftrficft) fto fifts norfth.  The alfiftudfinal range 

off  Kajfinag  fis  beftween  1,800–4,700  m  and  fthe  area  fis 

finfterspersed  wfifth  rocky  clfiffs  more  or  less  unfifformly 

along fthe alfiftude.  The area consfisfts off valleys, narrower 

belfts along sftreams and alpfine meadows.

The vegeftafion off Kajfinag fis domfinafted by confifferous 
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forests (Pine Pinus wallichiana, Deodar Cedrus deodara 
and Fir Abies pindrow) in the lower and middle 
elevations.  At higher elevations, the subalpine forest 
is dominated by Birch Betula utilis and mixed forests 
whereas the alpine vegetation is dominated by Juniper 
Juniperus squamata and alpine meadows.  The lower 
areas of riverine forests are dominated by Horse 
Chestnut Aesculus indica forests and Viburnum shrubs.  
There are temperate grasslands with rolling terrain at 
lower elevations.

Being home to the Markhor Capra falconeri and a 
host of other species, the Kajinag range is considered 
as one of the most important wildlife areas in Jammu 
& Kashmir.  Some published information on wildlife of 
Kajinag, based on various field surveys conducted in 
1980s is available (Kaul 1989; Bhatnagar et al. 2009); 
however, there is neither any published record of the 
Wild Pig from Kajinag range, nor any knowledge with 
the locals of its occurrence in the area.

With this background, we report the presence of 
the Indian Wild Pig in the Limber and Lachipora wildlife 

Figure 1. Study area with Lacchipora Valley (Lacchipora WS) and Limber Valley (Limber WS) in Kajinag Range

Image 1. Photograph of dead Wild Pig in Limber Wildlife Sanctuary.

sanctuaries of the Kajinag Range in northern Kashmir.  
On 20 April 2010 while we were surveying the Limber 
Wildlife Sanctuary (WS) for Markhor we came across 
a dead Wild Pig (Image 1) at Mamya Kadam location 

© Riyaz Ahmad
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(34013’13.23”N & 7409’37.48”E) of Methwani Nallah 
area.  The animal had probably fallen from a nearby cliff 
and died.  Again, on 9 October 2014, an individual Wild 
Pig was sighted at the Kakawpud location (34010’51.16”N 
& 7405’10.19”E) of Lachipora WS.

Historically, Limber and Lachipora WSs have been 
“game” reserves during the Maharaja’s reign prior to 
1947.  Although there is no specific record pertaining to 
the introduction of the Wild Pig in this region during the 
Maharaja’s time, it is possible that the individual/carcass 
recorded, represent the remnant surviving population 
from the animals introduced in some “game” preserves 
in that era.  Alternatively, this may suggest an expansion 
of the northern population from across the LoC, where 
in the Jhelum Valley, the populations are known to be 
increasing and expanding for more than a decade (Naem 
Awan pers. comm. 2016).  Human intervention plays 
an important role in the expansion of the home range 
of the Wild Pig (Oliver & Leus 2008), which has been 
found to be a favoured prey of the Common Leopard 
(Wegge et al. 2009).  The Wild Pig is also potentially an 
invasive species in Kajinag.  We therefore recommend a 
close, regular monitoring of the apparently establishing 
population to understand the possible conservation 
implications. 
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