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The Andaman & Nicobar Islands 
popularly known as the ‘Emerald 
Isles’ are a Union Territory of India 
and the largest archipelago system 
in the Bay of Bengal, consisting 
of 306 islands and 206 rocks 
and rocky outcrops (islets).  It is 
situated between 6045’–13041’N & 
92012’–93057’E, covering 8,249km2 
geographical area with a coastline of 

1,962km.  The topography of these islands, geologically, 
is a part of the land mass belonging to Southeast Asia, 
including Malaysia, northeastern India, Burma, Thailand 
and Indonesia.  These islands stretch north–south in 
direction and simulating an arc stretching over a length 
of about 912km and with a maximum width of 57km.  
The terrain of the Andaman Islands (part of the Indo-
Burma Biodiversity Hotspot) has been formed due to 
volcanic activity in contrast to the Nicobar Islands (part 
of Sundaland Biodiversity Hotspot), which were formed 
from the fragments of a continental land mass (Khan et 
al. 2012).  These Islands harbour luxuriant low-land rain 
forests besides wetlands, mangroves and coral reefs.  
The floral elements of these Islands often show close 
affinity with that of Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Thailand and Sri Lanka.  The phytodiversity of these 
islands is unique and one of the richest in the country 
in terms of biodiversity with a remarkable degree of 
genetic variations.

While working on ‘Quantitative Assessment and 
Mapping of Plant Resources of the Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands’, a project sponsored by the Department of 
Biotechnology, Ministry of Science & Technology, 
New Delhi, India, during 2010–2015, some specimens 
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collected revealed that they were hitherto unreported 
from this archipelago.  On critical study, consultation 
of literature (Rao 1986; Sinha 1999; Pandey & Diwakar 
2008) and detailed examination, the specimens were 
identified belonging to Inula cappa, an aster.  Since 
no records of Inula are reported from the Andaman 
& Nicobar Islands till date, this collection forms a new 
distribution record for the islands.  Globally, Asteraceae 
contains ca. 1,900 plant genera and the genus Inula 
is represented by ca. 110 species (Plant List 2013).  
Descriptions along with illustrations are provided 
for this species to facilitate identification and future 
studies.  The specimens collected were deposited in 
the herbarium of Botanical Survey of India, Andaman & 
Nicobar Regional Centre, Port Blair (PBL).

Inula cappa 
(Buch.-Ham. ex D. Don) DC. Prodr. 5: 469.1836; 

Hooker, Fl. Brit. Ind. 3. 295. 1881; Brandis, Ind. Tree. 
400. 1906. Conyza cappa Buch.-Ham. ex D. Don, Prodr. 
Fl. Nepal. 176. 1825. Duhaldea cappa (Buch.-Ham. ex 
D. Don) Pruski & Anderb. Compositae Newslett. 40: 44. 
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Specfimens  examfined:  1742  (PBL-Acc.No.-32969), 

07.v.2014,  Indfia,  Andaman  &  Nficobar  Isflands,  Greatt 

Nficobar  Forestt  Dfivfisfion,  Chowra  Isfland,  Thyflfla  Vfiflflage 

8027’49.15”N & 9302’45.74”E, 15m, coflfl. S. Aron & R. 

Satthfiyaseeflan.

Descrfipfion: Shrubs, up tto 3m ttaflfl. Sttems ttomenttose, 

branched.    Pefiofle  ca.  5–15 mm; fleaf  bflade  eflflfipfic, 

flanceoflatte, or narrowfly obflong, 10–25 × 2.5–5.5 cm, 

tthfick, ratther papery, whfifish flanatte abaxfiaflfly, obscurfing 

mfinor vefins, green and sparsefly coarsefly pubescentt 

adaxfiaflfly, base rounded (rarefly ttapered), margfin 

remottefly serruflatte, apex acutte or shorttfly acumfinatte.  

Capfittufla  radfiatte  or  dfiscfiform,  fin  dense  corymbs. 

Invoflucre  6-serfiatte;  phyflflarfies  flanceoflatte,  ttomenttose, 

finner ones 4.5–6 × ca. 0.7 mm.  Ray floretts few; coroflflas 

yeflflow, usuaflfly 4.5–5.5 mm, ttubuflar and erectt or curved 

outtward or wfitth shortt flamfina tto 1 × 1 mm, rarefly ttube 

2.9–3.5 mm wfitth  flamfina  2.3–2.9 mm.   Dfisk  florett, 

coroflfla yeflflow, 4.76 × 46 mm, flobes ca. 0.5mm, apficaflfly 

gflanduflar; antthers weakfly exsertted, ttafifled, endotthecfiafl 

fissue  poflarfized,  apficafl  appendage  ttruncatte;  sttyfle 

branches ca. 1mm.  Achene cyflfindrfic, ca. 1.8 mm, whfitte 

ttomenttose.  Pappus 4mm, duflfl-whfitte, somefimes brown, 

hafirs tthfickened att tthe ends.

Phenoflogy:  Fflowers  Aprfifl–Septtember;  frufitts  Jufly–

November.

Habfittatt: Found growfing fin forestt cflearfing of coconutt 

pflanttafion.

Dfisttrfibufion:  Bhuttan,  Chfina,  Indfia  (norttheasttern 

Indfia,  Bfihar,  Hfimachafl  Pradesh,  Jammu  &  Kashmfir, 

Rajastthan,  Uttar  Pradesh,  Uttarakhand,  and  now  from 

tthe Andaman & Nficobar Isflands), Laos, Maflaysfia, 

Myanmar, Nepafl, Pakfisttan, Thafifland and Vfiettnam.
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Image 1. Inufla cappa (Buch.-Ham. ex D.Don) DC.
a - Habfitt; b- Inflorescence; c - Fflowers
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