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this obscure and rare species is probably larger than 
documented. 

It is suggested that the Forest Owlets are threatened 
primarily by the loss and degradation of its habitat 
by encroachments of forests for agricultural purpose 
(Mehta et al 2007; Jathar & Patil 2011).  Rasmussen & 
Ishtiaq (1999) suggested that livestock and fuel wood-
gatherers appear to cause sufficient disturbance to the 
birds.  However, contrary to Rasmussen & Ishtiaq (1999), 
some authors (Yosef et al. 2010) found that Forest Owlets 
establish territories in areas disturbed by anthropogenic 
activity.

Other potential threats include forest fires, capture 
by tribals for rituals, hunting and use of rodenticides 
(Jathar & Rahmani 2004; Mehta et al. 2007; Jather & Patil 
2011).  Like most forested regions in southern Gujarat, 
the region in and around Purna Wildlife Sanctuary is 
facing intensive exploitation for teak, including illicit 
logging, leaving mostly the young teak plantations.  
Aforementioned activities have not only degraded their 
habitat but also put the nesting trees at risk since the 
Forest Owlet nests and roosts in small cavities in large 
and mature trees (Jathar & Rahmani 2012).  As Mehta 
et al. (2007) point out, these teak forests are viewed 
as sources of timber but not for their conservation 
value.  Therefore, no strict measures are enforced to 
protect the teak forests.  Although large and mature 
trees are still available to a certain extent, if the Forest 
Owlet is to survive in this area, strict measures must be 
implemented.  The tribes in this region, (Bhil, Konkana, 
Varli, Kotwalia, Kathodi and Gamit) are not only fond of 
wild meat, but also trap and sell owls and parakeets, 
for use in ritual ceremonies as well as for the pet trade 
(Centre for Environment Education 2011).  Hunting birds 
and small mammals with catapults is still a popular and 
widely practiced sport among the tribal children (Jenis 
R. Patel pers. obs. 2013, 2014).  The Forest Owlet is very 
likely to be affected by such practices.  The site of these 
observations is a tourists place, and attracts visitors 
from all over Gujarat, especially on weekends.  One of 
the trees on which the Forest Owlet was recorded is by 
the side of the road.  We are unaware of the human-
disturbance tolerance of this species, but it is very likely 
that the resulting disturbance might disturb the Forest 
Owlet forcing the species to desert the region.

From the aforementioned it is clear that this endemic 
and endangered species requires immediate attention.  
Although, Ishtiaq & Rahmani (2005) suggested 
management of their habitat through community 
involvement, awareness and joint forest and community 
schemes, looking at the fragile status of the species, 

needs to be implemented cautiously. Furthermore, our 
observations call for further systematic and intensive 
surveys in this part of the state, along with appropriate 
public outreach, management and protection 
intervention.  Absence of any urgent attention to this 
region of the state can have serious implications for 
the conservation of the Forest Owlet in Gujarat. We 
also suggest that various teak dominated forest regions 
of Gujarat from Shoolpaneshwar Wildlife Sanctuary in 
the north to the forests of Kaparadataluka of Valsad in 
the south, especially Vyara and Songadhtaluka of Tapi 
District and Umarpadataluka of Surat District, which 
have connectivity with the forests in Dang, should be 
thorougly surveyed to establish the occurrence of the 
highly threatened Forest Owlet. 
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