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The ffamfifly Herpesfidae comprfises 34 specfies fin the 

worfld off whfich seven specfies are known ffrom Indfia and 

ffour ffrom the Western Ghats (Mudappa 2013; Nameer 

2015).    The  Brown  Mongoose Herpestes ffuscus fis  a 

specfies  wfith  restrficted  dfistrfibufion  and  fis  seen  fin  the 

southern Western Ghats and Srfi Lanka.  Four subspecfies 

off the Brown Mongoose have been recognfised by Corbet 

&  Hfiflfl  (1992).    They  are H.ff. ffuscus, H.ff. phfiflflfipsfi, H.ff. 

sficcatus and H.ff. rubfidor, off whfich the one seen fin the 

Western Ghats fis H.ff. ffuscus, whfifle 

the remafinfing three subspecfies are 

confined to Srfi Lanka (Gfiflchrfist et afl. 

2009). 

The  prfimary  habfitat  off H.ff. 

ffuscus  fis  the  evergreen  fforests, 

hfigh  aflfitude  grassflands-shofla 

fforests,  and  adjofinfing  tea  and 

coffee  pflantafions  (Mudappa 

2002;  Mudappa  et  afl.  2008).    In 

the Western Ghats the Brown Mongoose fis seen wfithfin 

the  aflfitude  range  492m  to  2,032m  (Mudappa  et  afl. 

2008;  Sreeharfi  et  afl. 2013).    Unfifl  03  March  2015,  the 

conservafion  status  off  the  Brown  Mongoose  was 

Vuflnerabfle (Mudappa et afl. 2008).  However, the recent 

IUCN  Red  Lfist  revfisfion  has  down  flfisted  the  specfies  as 

Least  Concern  because  off  addfifionafl  sfight  records  off 

the  Brown  Mongoose  ffrom  the  Western  Ghats,  Indfia 

(Mudappa & Jathanna 2015).  We summarfize our recent 

sfight  records  off  Brown  Mongoose  fin  the  southern 

Western Ghats. 

Ffive findependent sfighfings off the Brown Mongoose 

were  made  ffrom  the  evergreen  fforest  near  Pandfipath 

camp  shed  and  Athfirumafla  base  camp,  fin  Peppara 

Wfifldflfiffe Sanctuary, Thfiruvananthapuram Dfistrfict, Kerafla 

(Ffig. 1, Tabfle 1, Images 1 & 2).  One pafir was observed 

ffrequenfing the premfises off the camp shed durfing the 

day and nfight ffeedfing ffrom the flfiter. 

A  Brown  Mongoose  was  sfighted  and  aflso  camera 

trapped  (Bushneflfl  Trophy  Cam  finffrared  camera  trap) 

finsfide  the  reed  patches  off  Pandfimota,  fin  Shendurney 
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Wildlife Sanctuary, Kollam District, Kerala (Fig. 1, Table 
1, Image 3). 

The Brown Mongoose was also sighted from different 
parts of Idukki District in Kerala.  That includes, one 
record near the log house on the old Kodaikanal road 
inside the Pampadum Shola National Park, two adults 
with a young at shola forest within Pampadum Shola 
National Park, one adult with two pups on the forest road 
near the Uppupaara camp shed of Periyar Tiger Reserve, 

© Sandeep Das

Image 1. Brown Mongoose Herpestes fuscus from Peppara Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Kerala (6 April 2013)

Image 2. Brown Mongoose Herpestes fuscus from Peppara Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Kerala (9 April 2013)

© Sandeep Das

Date Time Record Lat. (N) Log. (E) Alt. (m) Vegetation type

Peppara Wildlife Sanctuary, Thiruvananthapuram District, Kerala

06.iv.2013 22:00 Direct sighting 8.670N 77.180E 1,330m Evergreen

09.iv.2013 10:50 Direct sighting 8.670N 77.180E 1,330m Evergreen

09.iv.2013 21:05 Direct sighting 8.670N 77.180E 1,330m Evergreen

07.x.2013 20:30 Direct sighting 8.610N 77.230E 1,010m Evergreen

13.i.2014 23:00 Direct sighting 8.670N 77.180E 1,330m Evergreen

Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary, Kollam District, Kerala

22.xi.2013 23:20 Direct sighting 8.820N 77.220E 1,230m Reeds

23.xi.2013 01:43 Camera trap 8.820N 77.220E 1,240m Evergreen

Pambanar Tea Estate, Peermade, Idukki District, Kerala

08.ii.2015 09:46 Direct sighting 9.570N 77.030E 1,103m Tea plantation

Periyar Tiger Reserve, Idukki District, Kerala

09.x.2015 09:10 Direct sighting 9.490N 77.130E 1,069m Grassland-shola

Pampadum Shola National Park, Idukki District, Kerala

12.x.2013 10:13 Direct sighting 9.700N 77.400E 1,970m Shola

29.vi.2014 07:51 Direct sighting 9.700N 77.400E 1,940m Shola

Eravikulam National Park, Idukki District, Kerala

15.i.2015 21:00 Direct sighting 10.270N 77.080E 2,033m Grassland-Shola

Table 1. Current records of Brown Mongoose Herpestes fuscus from Kerala, India.

and one in Pambanar tea plantation near Peermade and 
one on the Kottayam-Kumily State Highway (Fig.1, Table 
1).  Mudappa et al. (2008) also reported the sighting of 
the Brown Mongoose from Peermade. 

A Brown Mongoose was sighted from Eravikulam 
National Park near Poovar camp shed (Fig. 1, Table 1).  
The Brown Mongoose was earlier camera trapped on 9 
December 2012, from the Eravikulam Hut region of the 
National Park (Sreehari et al. 2013).
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Apart ffrom these sfix recent confirmed records off the 

Brown  Mongoose,  there  are  11  pubflfished  reports  on 

the Brown Mongoose ffrom the Western Ghats (Tabfle 2, 

Ffig. 1).  We aflso esfimated the area off occupancy ffor the 

Brown Mongoose fin the Western Ghats usfing the QGIS 

Image 3. Brown Mongoose Herpestes ffuscus ffrom Shendurney 
Wfifldflfiffe Sanctuary, Kerafla (22 November 2013)

© Sandeep Das

Ffigure 1. Dfistrfibufion map off Indfian Brown Mongoose Herpestes 
ffuscus fin Western Ghats

Tabfle 2. Records off Brown Mongoose Herpestes ffuscus ffrom the 
Western Ghats

# fin map Locafion * Lat (N) Log (E) Refference

1 Kodagu, Karnataka 12.330N 75.800E Prater 1971

2 Vfirajpete, Karnataka 12.180N 75.800E Pocock 1939

3
Nagarahofle, 
Karnataka

12.030N 76.120E Karanth 1986

4 Ooty, Tamfifl Nadu 11.420N 76.680E Prater 1971

5
Parambfikuflam Tfiger 
Reserve, Kerafla

10.400N 76.680E
Sreeharfi et afl. 
2013

6
Anamaflafi Tfiger 
Reserve, Tamfifl Nadu

10.350N 77.020E
Mudappa et 
afl. 2007

7 Vaflparafi, Tamfifl Nadu 10.320N 76.950E

Mudappa 
et afl. 2007; 
Navya et afl. 
2014

8
Eravfikuflam Nafionafl 
Park, Kerafla

10.220N 77.070E
Sreeharfi et afl. 
2013; Present 
study

9
Tfiger Shofla, Paflnfi Hfiflfls, 
Tamfifl Nadu

10.170N 77.380E
Corbet & Hfiflfl 
1992

10
Pambadum Shofla 
Nafionafl Park, 
Kerafla 

10.130N 77.250E Present study

11
Hfigh Wavy 
Mountafins, Tamfifl 
Nadu

9.700N 77.400E
Srfinfivas et afl. 
2013

12
Pambanar, Idukkfi, 
Kerafla

9.570N 77.030E Present study

13
Peerumedu, Idukkfi, 
Kerafla

9.550N 77.010E
Mudappa et 
afl. 2008

14
Perfiyar Tfiger Reserve, 
Kerafla

9.490N 77.130E Present study

15
Shendurney Wfifldflfiffe 
Sanctuary, Kerafla

8.820N 77.220E Present Study

16
Peppara Wfifldflfiffe 
Sanctuary, Kerafla

8.670N 77.180E Present study

17
Kaflakkad-
Mundunthurafi Tfiger 
Reserve, Tamfifl Nadu

8.580N 77.390E

Johnsfingh 
2001; 
Mudappa 
1998

(* some addfifionafl records, parficuflarfly those not fformaflfly pubflfished, ffrom 
wfithfin or near these sfites are not shown)

(ver. 2.8.1) as 18,612km2. 
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