
Momordica subangulata

The genus Momordica L. is an 
Old World genus that comprises 60 

distributed in the warm tropics, 
predominantly in Africa. Six species 
have been reported from India 

two monoecious and four dioecious 

more species under this genus viz. Momordica denudata 
M. cymbalaria Fenzl ex 

resources in Tuensang District of Nagaland, the authors 
Momordica 

subangulata
renigera 

characters, which is commonly found in the wild in the 

Momordica 
subangulata subangulata.

Momordica subangulata Blume subsp. subangulata  
simple, short.  Flowers: solitary in leaf axils, deep 
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slightly velvety, yellow, cucullate, broadly ovate with 

bract minute, rudimentary, greenish, located at about 

 Found creeping on ground or climbing 

forests, along mountain slopes near forest margin and 

Associated species are Girardinia diversifolia
Trichosanthes sp. and Urena lobata L. 

Nagaland.
 Apart from immature fruits, young shoots are 
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distance.  Its rarity has been apparent from villagers 
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Distribution record of Momordica subangulata from India  Soyimchiten et al. 

Image 3. Herbarium of Momordica subangulata subsp. subangulata 
deposited in NHCP, New Delhi 
A - Female plant; B - Male plant

(n=8) unaware of its presence. 
Notes: Momordica subangulata subsp. subangulata 

can be easily distinguished from the commonly available 
M. subangulata subsp. renigera by the characters 
mentioned in Table 1. It was mentioned in the literature 
(de Wilde & Duyfjes 2002; Lu & Jeffrey 2011) those 
perianths of female flowers are similar to that of the 
male flower. However examination of female flowers in 
our collection indicated that sepals were greenish, thin, 
subulate (not dark-purplish, broad, ovate as in the male 
flower), and their peduncles also longer (13–14 vs. 6–7(–
10) cm reported); both the observations match with the 
line diagram in the Flora of China (Lu & Jeffrey 2011) and 
the Flora of Guangxi (Li & Liang 1991). We observed one 
female plant with flowers having big bracts in the middle 
of peduncle similar to that of male flowers (without 
rudimentary bracts below). Such a kind of sex reversal 
has been occasionally found among the members of 
Cucurbitaceae. The germplasm of this dioecious taxon 
should be conserved as it might be a future potential 
candidate for food security.
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Character Subsp. subangulata Subsp. renigera

Habit Slender Robust 

Flower colour Deep yellow Mostly creamish-yellow

Sepal apex Retuse Acuminate 

Fruit length (cm) 4–5 cm 5–8 cm

Fruit surface

Irregularly ribbed or 
with broken ridges 
primarily along five 
longitudinal lines

Hispid-verrucose 
tubercles throughout

Table 1. Morphological attributes that can assist in distinguishing 
Momordica subangulata subsp. subangulata from subsp. renigera.
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