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The family Curculionidae comprises about 4,600 
genera and 51,000 described species.  It is larger than 
any other in weevils and comprises in excess of 80% of 
all weevil species (Oberprieler et al. 2007).  The broad-
nosed weevils of the subfamily Entiminae with more 
than 12,000 described species, are the largest group 
of weevils and they are distributed world wide, mostly 
in tropical parts.  They include many agriculturally 
important pests (Yunakov & Nadein 2006).

Blosyrus Schoenherr is one of the important genera 
within the tribe Blosyrini (Curculionidae: Entiminae).  
The genus Blosyrus Schoenherr was first described as 
a subgenus of Thylacites by Schoenherr (1826) under 
the broad group Gonatoceri, and later it was elevated 
to a genus (Schoenherr 1833).  Jekel (1875) described 
Blosyrinus a subgenus of Blosyrus, while Marshall (1916) 
synonymized it with Blosyrus.  Similarly, the subgenera 
Blosyridius Faimaire (1891) and Maes Fairmaire (1888) 
were synonymized with Blosyrus by Emden & Emden 
(1939).

Marshall (1916) included it under the group Blosyrides 
of the subfamily Brachyderinae under the division 
Adelognathi.  Emden (1944) categorized it under the tribe 
Blosyrini of the subfamily Brachyderinae.  But, Thompson 

(1992) demoted Brachyderinae to 
a tribe of Entiminae and Alonso-
Zarazaga & Lyal (1999) categorized 
it under the tribe Blosyrini.  Thus, 
Blosyrus is now under the tribe 
Blosyrini of the subfamily Entiminae 
of Curculionidae.  As on date, 101 
species of Blosyrus are known 
globally, of which eight are known from India.

Analyses of the fauna described during the different 
periods indicate that most of the species were described 
between 1807 to 1984.  More than half of the species 
were described during 1907 to 1958.  Except for a few 
isolated descriptions, no comprehensive studies have 
been undertaken during recent times.

A scrutiny of current valid species of Blosyrus 
indicates that Haff (1958) described 26 species 
including 10 subspecies from Ethiopian and Madagascar 
regions.  Hustache described 16 species including two 
infraspecific groups.  Marshall described 15 species 
in total, out of which two are from India. Faust (five 
species), Voss, Quedenfeldt, Fairmaire (four species 
each), Boheman, Ancey (three species each), Aurivillius, 
Olivier, Fahraeus, Jekel, Petri, Peringuey and Kolbe (two 
species each), Harold, Gerstaecker, Hartmann, Herbst, 
Sharp and Duvivier (one species each) were the other 
contributors.

The distribution pattern of the species indicates 
that Blosyrus diversified only in the Sub-Saharan Africa 
and Asia regions.  Out of 101 species, 92 occur in Sub-
Saharan Africa.  Congo is the single largest country 
representing 23 species followed by Tanzania with nine 
species and Angola and India with eight species each.  
The Indian species are recorded mainly from the states 
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of West Bengal, Assam, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

While a great deal of taxonomic work is needed, 
a review of exiting literature is necessary to facilitate 
future studies on the genus.  The checklist includes 101 
species under the genus Blosyrus (Table 1).  All currently 
accepted species epithets are annotated with taxonomic 
references, notes on published distribution and species 
group synonyms.  And the synonyms are listed under 
their respective alphabetical order.

Checklist
Blosyrus Schoenherr, 1826: 99; Marshall, 1916: 31
Blosyridius Fairmaire, 1891: 298; Emden & Emden, 1939: 
210
Blosyrinus Jekel, 1875: 149; Marshall, 1916: 31
Maes Fairmaire, 1888: 28; Emden & Emden, 1939: 210
Type species: Curculio oniscus Olivier, 1807: 355.
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1 abyssinicus Aurivillius, 1912: 352 Africa 

adustus Haaf see similis 

2 aequalis Harold, 1879: 143 Angola, Central Africa

3 alticola Hustache, 1938: 64 Angola

4 angolanus Voss, 1968: 25 Angola

5 angulatus Gerstaecker, 1871: 68 Kenya

6 arcanus Haaf, 1958: 974 Tanzania

7

asellus (Olivier, 1807)
Curculio asellus Olivier, 1807: 356
Blosyrus asellus Olivier, 1807: 356; 
Schoenherr, 1833: 552
Blosyrus philippinensis Jekel, 1875: 153; 
Marshall, 1916: 33
Blosyrus superciliosus Chevrolat, 1882: 
93; Marshall, 1916: 33 

India, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Philippines

8 aspericollis Hustache, 1937: 185 Congo

9 axillaris Marshall, 1955: 243 Rwanda, Uganda 

10 basilicus Haaf, 1958: 994 South Africa

11 batatae Marshall, 1927: 199 South Africa

12 bengalensis Marshall, 1916: 36 India 

13 bufo Fahraeus, 1871: 8 South Africa

14 caesicollis Quedenfeldt, 1888: 272 Central Africa

15 callosicollis Quedenfeldt, 1888: 273 Central Africa

16 camerunensis Hustache, 1931: 56 West Africa

carinatus Boheman in Schoenherr see saevus subsp. carinatus

17 caudatus Haaf, 1958: 1008 Zambia 

chinensis Boheman see herthus 

18 cinctus Haaf, 1958: 983 South Africa

19 cingulatus Voss, 1962: 203 Congo

costatus Redtenbacher in Kollar and Redtenbacher, 1848: 540 to 
Blosyrodes:  Marshall, 1916: 40

20 decoratus Haaf, 1958: 953 Tanzania 

depressus Faust, 1886: 129 to Blosyrodes: Marshall, 1916: 40

21 distinctus Haaf, 1958: 972 Tanzania

22 dorsalis Jekel, 1875: 151 Gabon

23 electus Faust, 1899: 388 Congo 

24 elegans Petri, 1920: 87 East Africa

25 elegantulus Hustache, 1938: 65 Angola

26 estriatus Haaf, 1958: 1012 Congo

27
extrusus Hustache (1923)
Blosyrus transversicollis Hustache, 1923: 
155; Haaf, 1958: 1022

Congo, China

28 faber Haaf, 1958: 1020 Congo

28a faber subsp. sellatus Haaf, 1958: 1022 Congo

29 falcatus Faust, 1882: 262 China

30 fasciculatus Jekel, 1875: 155 Africa

31 fasciculosus Peringuey, 1888: 145 South Africa

31a fasciculosus subsp. impendens  Haaf, 
1958: 1003 Mozambique

32 globulipennis Fairmaire, 1871: 45 Comoros, France

33 gressorius Haaf, 1958: 1023 Mozambique

Table 1. A global checklist of species under the genus Blosyrus
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griseoviridis Hustache see vestitus subsp. griseoviridis

34 haafi Voss, 1962: 207 Congo

35 haroldi Hartmann, 1904: 369 Tanzania

36

herthus (Herbst, 1797)
Curculio herthus Herbst, 1797: 98; 
Schoenherr, 1840: 907
Blosyrus chinensis Boheman, 1859: 120; 
Jekel, 1875: 147, 148

India, Myanmar, 
Cambodia, Malaysia, 
China 

 hirtulus Haaf see obliquatus subsp. hirtulus

37 hovanus Haaf, 1958: 1004 Tanzania

38 humeralis Hustache, 1937: 183 Congo

39 hystrix Boheman in Schoenherr, 1833: 
553 India 

40 impendens Marshall, 1935: 1 East Africa, 

 impendens  Haaf see fasciculosus subsp. impendens  

41

inaequalis Boheman in Schoenherr, 
1845: 402
Blosyrus tuberculatus Redtenbacher, 
1868: 145; Marshall, 1916: 35 
Blosyrinus inaequalis Jekel, 1875: 149; 
Marshall, 1916: 31

India, Sri Lanka, 
Indonesia

impar Haaf see scopulifera subsp. impar

42 incisus Faust, 1899: 388 Congo 

43 inflatus Hustache, 1939a: 5 Congo

interpositus Haaf see obliquatus subsp. interpositus

44 ipomoeae Marshall, 1937: 467 Zimbabwe

45 japonicus Sharp, 1896: 88 Japan 

46 jucundus Haaf, 1958: 1026 Angola

47 lentulus Kolbe, 1883: 30 West Africa

48 liratus Marshall, 1939a: 289 Congo, Zambia 

49 litoralis Marshall, 1950: 147 Kenya

50 lotus Haaf, 1958: 948 Congo

51 luctuosus Voss, 1962: 205 Congo

51a luctuosus subsp. semifasciatus Voss, 
1962: 206 Congo

52 macropus Haaf, 1958: 1013 Zambia  

53 manicanus Marshall, 1935: 3 Zambia Zimbabwe, 
East Africa 

54 milis Hustache, 1937: 184 Congo

55 mirandus Haaf, 1958: 1016 Congo

56 morio Haaf, 1958: 1040 Angola 

57 mozambicus Marshall, 1935: 4 East Africa

58 multituberculatus Hustache, 1923: 154 Congo

59 murinus Ancey, 1881: 485 East Africa

60 nigellus Haaf, 1958: 976 Tanzania

 nossibianus Fairmaire see trux

 nubifer Haaf see pictus subsp. nubifer

61 nudoguttatus Marshall, 1939b: 563 East  Africa

62 obesus Haaf, 1958: 985 South Africa

63 obliquatus Duvivier, 1892: 164 Congo 

63a obliquatus subsp. hirtulus Hustache, 
1934: 243 Congo

63b obliquatus subsp. interpositus Haaf, 
1958: 970 Tanzania, Kenya

olivieri Faust see oniscus subsp. olivieri

64
oniscus (Olivier, 1807)
Curculio oniscus Olivier, 1807: 355; 
Boheman in Schoenherr, 1833: 552 

India, Myanmar

64a oniscus subsp. olivieri Faust, 1895: 170 Myanmar

65 ornatus Faust, 1897: 338 Myanmar

66 ovatus Quedenfeldt, 1888: 273 Central Africa

 parvus Haaf see scopulifera subsp. parvus

67 perrieri Fairmaire, 1902: 352 Madagascar

 philippinensis Jekel see asellus

68 pictus Haaf, 1958: 948 Congo

68a pictus subsp. nubifer Haaf, 1958: 951 Congo

68b pictus subsp. variablis Haaf, 1958: 952 Congo

69 pilosellus Hustache, 1931: 56 West Africa

70 planifrons Marshall, 1958: 113 Angola

71 posticus Haaf, 1958: 996 Tanzania

72 pretiosus Haaf, 1958: 1029 Zambia 

73 priscus Haaf, 1958: 1013 Congo

74 pudibundus Haaf, 1958: 1018 Tanzania

75 rugulosus Aurivillius, 1907: 382 Africa

75a rugulosus subsp. stephani Haaf, 1958: 
970 Tanzania

76 saevus Boheman in Schoenherr, 1840: 
907 Cambodia

76a saevus subsp. carinatus Boheman in 
Schoenherr, 1845: 401

Mozambique East 
Africa

77 scopulifera Ancey, 1881: 485 East Africa

77a scopulifera subsp. impar Haaf, 1958: 959 Ethiopia, Madagascar

77b scopulifera subsp. parvus Haaf, 1958: 958 Ethiopia, Madagascar 

78 sculpticollis Fairmaire, 1891: 298 East Africa

 sellatus Haaf see faber subsp. sellatus

 semifasciatus Voss see luctuosus subsp. semifasciatus

79 seminitidus Marshall, 1909: 227 Uganda 

80 serietuberculatus Hustache, 1923: 156 Congo

81 setifer Kolbe, 1883: 30 West Africa

82 severus Haaf, 1958: 1014 Congo

83 signaticollis Quedenfeldt, 1888: 274 Central Africa

84 similis Hustache, 1937: 164 Congo

84a similis subsp. adustus Haaf, 1958: 1040 Congo

85 simplex Hustache, 1934: 242 Congo

86 simplicifrons Marshall, 1935: 81 East Africa

87 speciosus Haaf, 1958: 1027 Zambia  

88
spongifer Boheman (1845)
Blosyrus inaequalis var. spongifer 
Boheman in Schoenherr, 1845: 403

India

 stephani Haaf see rugulosus subsp. stephani

89 striatulus Hustache, 1923: 154 Congo

90 sulcicollis Hustache, 1937: 184 Congo

superciliosus Chevrolat see asellus

91 tibialis Marshall, 1939b: 561 East Africa
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 transversicollis Hustache see extrusus 

92 trifornatus Haaf, 1958: 1042 South West Africa 

93 trisulcatus Petri, 1920: 88 Togo

94 trivialis Faust, 1885: 162 Kazakhstan 

95
trux Fahraeus in Schoenherr, 1840: 908
Blosyrus nossibianus Fairmaire, 1880: 
316; Brancsik, 1893: 229 

Comoros, Madagascar

 tuberculatus Redtenbacher see inaequalis

96 tuberculipennis Peringuey, 1888: 144 South Africa

97 unisulcatus Marshall, 1916: 38 India 

 variablis Haaf see pictus var. variablis

98 ventricosus Ancey, 1882: 54 East Africa

99
vestitus (Fairmaire, 1891)
 Blosyridius vestitus Fairmaire, 1891: 299; 
Emden and Emden, 1939: 214

East Africa

99a vestitus subsp. griseoviridis Hustache, 
1934: 243 Congo

100 viduatus Haaf, 1958: 1008 Tanzania

101 zavattarii Hustache, 1939b: 618 Ethiopia

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/21560382.1884.9526202
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