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Book Review: Conservation Kaleidoscope: People, Protected Areas and
Wildlife in Contemporary India

L.A.K. Singh®

Puspaswini, Friends Colony, 1830 Mahatab Road, Old Town, Bhubaneswar, Odisha 751002, India.
laksinghindia@gmail.com

The launching of The Protected Area Update (PAU) by
Pankaj Sekhsaria in 1994 speaks about the very unique
foundation and sustainable foresight for perennial
source of information. PAU has grown in its contents
and deliverables. At regular interval while it is updating
its readers with all that is happening in the country
about wildlife, the volume of information the PAU have
amassed have developed into a historical data bank.

Foraresearcherit would have been difficult to go back
and search the contents of PAU for crisp and meaningful
data pieces, anywhere. In 2013, Sekhsaria brought out
The State of Wildlife in North-East India 1996-2011
within 295 pages, and in 2015 it was the turn for The
State of Wildlife and Protected Areas in Maharashtra,
within xii + 235 pages. | had the opportunity to go
through the second masterpiece (Singh 2020).

This time, as a person ever hungry for data and
information, | have profound pleasure and satisfaction
while going through Conservation Kaleidoscope: People,
Protected Areas and Wildlife in Contemporary India,
compacted within xviii + 412 pages. The book has a
simple and attractive cover within 23 x 15 cm. From the
small art works, one is able to know the scope within
the book.

| reaffirm my own opinion (Singh 2015) that
information relating to wildlife and natural history
photography have now expanded to people who are
beyond full time field researchers, and the platforms
used for dissemination of information are often outside
impact-loaded journals. One needs to see his observation
or writing quickly in the print or electronic media. PAU
has very ably harvested upon these changing trends.

Field discoveries, management remarks, instances of
policy flouts, and people interfaces are now possible by
tourists, amateur photographers, and users of normal
mobile phones. Data do not have to wait for confirmation
by full time researchers from large institutions or
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Book Review

sophisticated equipment or costly laboratory profiling.

PAU has the pages where these are documented and
getting accessibly organised in the compilations edited
by Sekhsaria. The data doesn’t come only from India, but
from the neighbourhood, as well. For example, “Only
two rhinos poached in Nepal in 2007” (Page 347). The
piece on “Do we want the cheetah back?” (Page 351)
from October 2009 is interesting to browse back in the
light of present developments. The volume includes
more than a hundred editorials from old issues of PAU.
Congratulations!

Obtaining authentic information from nook and
corner of the country is extremely difficult, time
consuming and depends on the level of networking. The
editor, Mr. Sekhsaria, has handled these faculties with
grit and efficiency so well for nearly two decades. That
has made this book possible.

Organising the contents for such a data base is a
hard task, considering the range of topics, over historical
account of states, and the variety of happenings. Yet,
the contents have been well planned and laid out in 14
chapters. Well done! The chapters include 1. Law, Policy,
and Governance; 2. Human Rights in Protected Areas; 3.

The Developmental Threat; 4. The Linear Infrastructure
Nightmare; 5. The Local Context; 6. At the State Level; 7.
Specific Geographies; 8. Changing Seasons; 9. Tourism;
10. Communicating Conservation; 11. Tiger and Tiger
Reserves; 12. Fate of the Elephant; 13. Rhinos, Bees,
Bats, Dolphins; and 14. A Colourful Mosaic. The Editor’s
Note is very explicit. There is also a very exhaustive list
of abbreviations running to 5.5 pages. The entire work is
carefully woven. An index would have made usage more
at once.

I am confident that the volume will draw references
for students, historians, and general readers in India and
overseas keen to know the happenings around wildlife
in this part of the globe with the scope of a wide-ranging
chapter titles.
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First Indian DNA barcode record for the moth species Pygospila tyres (Cramer, 1780)
(Lepidoptera: Crambidae: Spilomelinae) distributed in Asia and Australia
— Aparna S. Kalawate, A. Shabnam & K.P. Dinesh, Pp. 20637-20642

First record and description of female Onomarchus leuconotus (Serville, 1838)
(Insect: Orthoptera: Tettigoniidae) from peninsular India
— Sunil M. Gaikwad, Yogesh J. Koli & Gopal A. Raut, Pp. 20643-20647

New records of odonates (Insecta: Odonata), Archibasis oscillans Selys, 1877 and
Merogomphus tamaracherriensis Fraser, 1931 from Maharashtra, India
— Akshay Dalvi & Yogesh Koli, Pp. 20648-20653

A checklist of dragonflies & damselflies (Insecta: Odonata) of Kerala, India
— Sujith V. Gopalan, Muhamed Sherif & A. Vivek Chandran, Pp. 20654-20665
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Aldama macbridei (Heliantheae: Compositae): notes on its distribution and
vulnerable habitats in central Peru
— Daniel B. Montesinos-Tubée & Federico Garcia-Yanes, Pp. 20666—20671

Lichens and animal camouflage: some observations from central Asian ecoregions
— Mahmood Soofi, Sandeep Sharma, Barbod Safaei-Mahroo, Mohammad Sohrabi,
Moosa Ghorbani Organli & Matthias Waltert, Pp. 20672—-20676

Notes

First photographic evidence of Asiatic Black Bear Ursus thibetanus in Kaziranga Tiger
Reserve, India

— Priyanka Borah, Jyotish Ranjan Deka, Mujahid Ahamad, Rabindra Sharma, Ruchi
Badola & Syed Ainul Hussain, Pp. 20677-20679

First record of Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus (Aves: Passeriformes:
Campephagidae) from Kashmir, India
— Zakir Hussain Najar, Bilal A. Bhat & Riyaz Ahmad, Pp. 20680-20682

Cotesia anthelae (Wilkinson, 1928) (Hymenoptera: Braconidae) a natural parasitoid
of Cirrochroa thais (Fabricius, 1787) (Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae), first report from
the Oriental region

— Ankita Gupta & P. Manoj, Pp. 20683-20685

Melastoma imbricatum Wall. ex Triana (Melastomataceae): a new addition to the
flora of Manipur, India

— Rajkumari Jashmi Devi, Deepashree Khuraijam, Peimichon Langkan & Biseshwori
Thongam, Pp. 20686—-20688

Geodorum laxiflorum Griff. (Orchidaceae), a new distribution record for Maharashtra
state of India

— Ashish Ravindra Bhoyar, Swapnil Nandgawe, Syed Abrar Ahmed & Saduram Madavi,
Pp. 20689-20691

Photographic record of Armillaria mellea a bioluminescent fungi from Lonavala in
Western Ghats, India
—Swanand R. Patil & Shubham V. Yadav, Pp. 20692-20694

Response & Reply

Correction to Catalogue of herpetological specimens from Meghalaya, India at the
Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History (SACON)

— Pandi Karthik, Pp. 20695-20697

Reply to the “Correction to Catalogue of herpetological specimens from Meghalaya,
India at the Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History (SACON)” by P.
Karthik

—S.R. Chandramouli, R.S. Naveen, S. Sureshmarimuthu, S. Babu, PV. Karunakaran &
Honnavalli N. Kumara, Pp. 20698-20700

Book Review

Conservation Kaleidoscope: People, Protected Areas and Wildlife in Contemporary

India
— L.A.K. Singh, Pp. 20701-20702
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