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Opisthobranchs are a group of marine sea snails 
characterised by many unique features (Yonow 2008).  
They are diverse in morphological, dietary, and feeding 
aspects, and are ideal indicators of ecosystem health. 
They are characterised by unique behaviour such as 
kleptoplasty and maintenance of photosynthetically 
active chloroplasts in their body, acquisition of 
nematocysts from cnidarian prey, in situ synthesis of 
repugnatory fluids, and aposematic colouration (Wägele 
& Willan 2000).  They have a strong chemical defence 
system by synthesising potent biochemicals as secondary 
metabolites (Beesoo  et al. 2014) which possess 
pharmaceutical value.  They are distributed in almost 
all marine habitats and are present in both temperate 
and tropical waters.  Even though opisthobranchs 
were the least studied molluscan group in India, of late 

there is renewed research interest in this fauna (Apte 
2009, 2012; Apte et al. 2010, 2012; Raghunathan et 
al. 2010; Ramakrishna et al. 2010; Bhave & Apte 2011, 
2013; Sreeraj et al. 2012; Apte & Bhave 2014; Carmona 
et al. 2014, 2016).  Among the 373 species reported 
from India (Venkataraman et al. 2015), 92 are from the 
Lakshadweep group of Islands (Ravinesh & Bijukumar 
2015).  The earlier works on opisthobranchs of 
Lakshadweep Archipelago include those of Eliot (1903), 
Smith (1903), Hornell (1921), Nagabhushanam & Rao 
(1972), Rao et al. (1974), Sakthivel (1974), Namboodiri 
& Sivadas (1979), Appukuttan et al. (1989), Rao & Rao 
(1991) and Rao (2003).  Subsequently, Apte (2009), Apte 
& Salahuddin (2011), Susan et al. (2012), Ravinesh et al. 
(2013), and Apte & Bhave (2014) compiled information 
on opisthobranchs of these islands.  Ravinesh & 
Bijukumar (2015) published a consolidated checklist 
of marine molluscs from Lakshadweep Islands.  In the 
present study, 11 additional species of opisthobranchs 
are reported from various islands of Lakshadweep.

Materials and Methods
Live specimens were collected by snorkelling 

and handpicking from the intertidal areas, lagoons, 
and sea grass beds up to 4m depth.  Specimens were 
photographed and documented alive, then preserved 
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fin  90%  efthyfl  aflcohofl  for  furfther  ftaxonomfic  sftudfies.  

Aflfl  voucher  specfimens  are  deposfifted  fin  fthe  museum 

coflflecfions  of  fthe  Deparftmenft  of  Aquafic  Bfioflogy  and 

Ffisherfies, Unfiversfifty of Kerafla, Indfia (accessfion numbers 

DABF/UOK/GAS 05-22).

Specfimens  were  coflflecfted  from  Kavarafi 

(10.56500000 N & 72.62611111 E), Kadmaft (11.17833333 

N  &  72.76027778  E),  Kaflpenfi  (10.06833333  N  & 

73.63361111 E), Mfinficoy (8.32305556 N & 73.07888889 

E),  Bfiftra  (11.59916667  N  &  72.18527778  E),  and 

Cheftflaft  (10.68111111  N  &  72.70527778  E)  fisflands  of 

Lakshadweep Archfipeflago from December 2013 fto June 

2015.

Resuflfts

Durfing fthe survey 11 specfies of opfisfthobranchs were 

recorded for fthe firsft fime from Lakshadweep Isflands; of 

fthese, five are new records fto Indfia. 

Infra-cflass: Opfisfthobranchfia Mfiflne-Edwards, 1848

Order: Cephaflaspfidea P. Ffischer, 1883

Superfamfifly: Hamfinoeofidea Pfiflsbry, 1895

Famfifly: Hamfinoefidae Pfiflsbry, 1895

Genus: Aftys Monforft, 1810

1. Aftys semfisftrfiafta Pease, 1860 (Image 1 a–c)

Synonyms: Aftys semfisftrfiafta fordfinsuflae Pfiflsbry, 

1921; Aftys semfisftrfiafta mua Pfiflsbry, 1921

Mafterfiafls examfined: 12; accessfion numbers: DABF/

UOK/GAS 05-07

Sfize: Sheflfl flengfth 4.5–5.7 mm, wfidfth 2.8–3.1 mm.

Locaflfifty:  Kadmaft,  Kavarafi,  Agafi,  and  Mfinficoy 

fisflands

Descrfipfion:  Anfimafl  fis  ftransflucenft  whfifte  fin  coflour.  

The  cephaflfic  regfion  and  parapodfia  are  characfterfised 

wfifth numerous brown spofts.  The body fis speckfled wfifth 

numerous smaflfl peach cofloured spofts vfisfibfle fthrough fthe 

sheflfl on fthe dorsafl surface of fthe body.  Two anfterfiorfly 

pflaced bflack eye spofts are vfisfibfle.  Fooft eflongafte wfifth 

smaflfl whfifte bfloftches.  Ovafte, ftransparenft barrefl shaped 

sheflfl  flfighft  brown  and  wfider  aft  fthe  mfiddfle,  proftruded 

aft  fthe  anfterfior  regfion  and  ftruncafted,  narrower  aft  fthe 

posfterfior  end.    Conspficuous  sftrfiafions  are  seen  aft  fthe 

sheflfl  base  and  apex,  cfloser  ftogefther  aft  fthe  ends.    The 

cenftrafl porfion of fthe sheflfl fis wfifthouft sftrfiafions.  There 

are approxfimaftefly 10 anfterfior grooves and 12 posfterfior 

grooves  fin  fthe  sheflfl.    Spfire  sunken,  sheflfl  aperfture 

broader anfterfiorfly and narrow posfterfiorfly. 

Sfize: Sheflfl flengfth 4.5–5.7 mm, wfidfth 2.8–3.1 mm

Remarks: Wfidefly dfisftrfibufted fin fthe Indo-Pacfific, fthfis 

specfies  was  firsft  recorded  from  fthe  Sandwfich  Isflands 

(Pease 1860).  Thfis fis a new record fto Indfia.  Coflflecfted 

from  finfterfidafl  areas  and  found  among  fthe  seaweed 

Haflfimeda sp., aft a depfth of 1.5m. 

Dfisftrfibufion:  Madagascar,  Indonesfia,  Maflaysfia,  Japan, 

Phfiflfippfines, Papua New Gufinea, New Cafledonfia, Guam, 

Tahfifi,  Hawafifi  (Ingram  1939;  Kuroda  &  Habe  1952; 

Gosflfiner  eft  afl.  2008;  Too  eft  afl.  2014),  Norfth  Tuftufifla 

Isfland, Samoa (Rudman 2000a), Red Sea (Yonow 2008).

Superfamfifly: Phfiflfinofidea Gray, 1850 (1815)

Famfifly: Coflpodaspfidfidae Oskars, Boucheft & Maflaqufias, 

2015

Genus: Coflpodaspfis M. Sars, 1870 

2. Coflpodaspfis fthompsonfi G.H. Brown, 1979 (Image 

2)

Mafterfiafl  examfined:  1;  Accessfion  number:  DABF/

UOK/GAS 08

Sfize: Lengfth 2mm

Locaflfifty: Kavarafi Isfland

Descrfipfion:  Smaflfl,  finy  bflack  body  wfifth  numerous 

flarge yeflflow pusftufles bordered by whfifte rfings; ftafifl bflack.  

An exhaflenft sfiphon fis presenft on fthe rfighft, aft fthe back 

of fthe body.  Rhfinophores roflfled, wfifth whfifish fips.  Thfin 

cofifled  and  deflficafte  finfternafl  sheflfl  remafins  compfleftefly 

Image 1 a–c. Aftys semfisftrfiafta Pease, 1860.  a - venftrafl vfiew of sheflfl; b - dorsafl vfiew of sheflfl (scafle = 5mm); c - flfive anfimafl 5mm.

c
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envefloped  by  fthe  manftfle.    The  fooft  fis  conspficuous, 

wfifth a cenftrafl groove and expanded fto form a rounded 

flobe  fin  fthe  anfterfior  regfion  and  fis  vfisfibfle  beneafth  fthe 

rhfinophores.    Large  mucous  gfland  fis  presenft  fin  fthe 

fooft  whfich  heflps  fthe  anfimafl  fto  aftach  firmfly  fto  fthe 

subsftraftum.

Remarks:  Ffirsft  descrfibed  from  fthe  Tanzanfian  coasft 

(Brown 1979).  A new record for Indfia.  Found crawflfing 

on  fthe  hard  corafl Gonfiasftrea  pecfinafta aft  a  depfth  of 

0.80m.

Dfisftrfibufion:  Red  Sea  (Heflfler  &  Thompson  1983, 

Yonow  2008),  Japan,  Réunfion,  Queensfland,  Chrfisftmas 

Isfland  (Rudman  2000b),  Ffijfi  (Brodfie  &  Brodfie  1990), 

Guam (Carflson & Hof 2003), Hawafifi Isflands (Gosflfiner eft 

afl. 2008), Tanzanfia (Brown 1979), Madagascar (Gosflfiner 

eft  afl.  2008),  and  Mozambfique  (Tfibfirfiçá  &  Maflaqufias 

2016).

Order: Sacogflossa Iherfing, 1876

Superfamfifly: Oxynoofidea Sftoflficzka, 1868

Famfifly: Voflvafteflflfidae Pfiflsbry, 1895

Genus: Voflvafteflfla Pease, 1860

3. Voflvafteflfla venftrficosa  Jensen  &  Weflfls,  1990 

(Image 3a, b)

Mafterfiafl  examfined:  1;  accessfion  number:  DABF/

UOK/GAS 09

Sfize: Lengfth 7mm

Locaflfifty: Cheftflaft Isfland

Descrfipfion:  The  anfimafl  fis  green  fin  coflour  fin  flfive 

condfifion  when  vfiewed  exfterfiorfly  fthrough  fthe  sheflfl, 

buft appears sftraw cofloured when preserved fin efthanofl.  

Rhfinophores  conficafl,  smaflfl,  conspficuous,  and  whfifte.  

Whfifte  orafl  ftenftacfle  fis  presenft  fin  fthe  anfterfior  regfion.  

Eyes  are  flocafted  aft  fthe  base  of  anfterfior  ftenftacfle.  

Cephaflfic  shfiefld  fis  absenft.  Whfifte  fooft  wfifth  rounded 

anfterfior  regfion.    Caflcareous,  ovafte,  fthfin  deflficafte  sheflfl 

wfifth a conspficuous posfterfior spouft skewed ftowards fthe 

rfighft sfide of fthe sheflfl (Image 3a).  Raduflar fteefth eflongafte 

wfifth numerous fine denficfles dfisftaflfly (Image 3b). 

Remarks:  The  dfisftrfibufion  records  of V. venftrficosa 

shows fthe presence of fthfis specfies fin fthe wesftern and 

cenftrafl Pacfific.  Ffirsft record for fthe Indfian coasft and new 

dfisftrfibufion record for fthe wesftern Indfian Ocean.  The 

specfies was coflflecfted from fthe finfterfidafl area aflong wfifth 

fthe sea weed Cauflerpa sp. aft a depfth of 1m.

Dfisftrfibufion:  Ausftraflfia  (Jensen  &  Weflfls  1990), 

Sfingapore (Jensen 2015).

Order: Nudfibranchfia Cuvfier, 1817

Superfamfifly: Phyflflfidfiofidea Rafinesque, 1814

Famfifly: Dendrodorfidfidae O’Donoghue, 1924 (1864)

Genus: Dendrodorfis Ehrenberg, 1831

4. Dendrodorfis krusensfternfifi (Gray, 1850) (Image 4)

Synonyms: Acfinodorfis  krusensfternfifi  Gray,  1850; 

Dendrodorfis cflavuflafta  (Aflder  &  Hancock,  1864); 

Dendrodorfis denfisonfi  (Angas,  1864); Dendrodorfis 

Image 2. Coflpodaspfis fthompsonfi G. H. Brown, 1979. Lfive anfimafl, 
2mm.

Image 3. Voflvafteflfla venftrficosa Jensen & Weflfls, 1990. 
a - flfive anfimafl, 7mm; b - Raduflar fteefth.

a

b

© R. Ravfinesh
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gemmacea  (Aflder  &  Hancock,  1864); Dorfidopsfis 

cflavuflafta Aflder & Hancock, 1864; Dorfidopsfis gemmacea 

Aflder & Hancock, 1864.

Mafterfiafl  examfined:  1;  accessfion  number:  DABF/

UOK/GAS 13

Sfize: Lengfth 19mm 

Locaflfifty: Bfiftra Isfland

Descrfipfion:  Body  fis  ovafte,  convex  and  brown  fin 

coflour;  numerous  yeflflowfish  fleshy  ftubercfles  wfifth  flfighft 

purpflfish  flfines  are  found  scaftered  on  fthe  dorsum; 

presence  of  fthree  rows  of  fisoflafted  smoofth  brown 

paftches wfifth 3–5 eflecftrfic bflue spofts fis a feafture of fthe 

specfies; ftwo rows of fthese emerge flafteraflfly beyond fthe 

rhfinophore cflubs and one seen mfidflfine on fthe dorsum.  

The manftfle edge fis bordered wfifth aflfternafte whfifte and 

purpflfish coflour. Brown flameflflafte rhfinophore cflubs wfifth 

flfighft yeflflow fips.  Lfighft yeflflow flarge, feafthery gfiflfls wfifth 

brown rachfis. Fooft fis flfighft purpflfish fin coflour.

Remarks: Dendrodorfis krusensfternfifi fis a wfidespread 

specfies  fin  fthe  Indo-Pacfific  (Vafldés  &  Fahey  2006)  and 

from  Indfian  wafters  fift  fis  recorded  from  Andaman  and 

Nficobar Isflands (Ramakrfishna eft afl. 2010; Venkaftaraman 

eft  afl.  2015),  Andhra  Pradesh  (Aflder  &  Hancock  1864) 

as Dendrodorfis denfisonfi  (Angas,  1864)  and  from  Goa 

(Apfte  &  Desafi  2017).    The  currenft  record  exftends  fifts 

dfisftrfibufion fto fthe Lakshadweep coasfts. 

Dfisftrfibufion:  Tropficafl  and  warm  ftemperafte  Indo-

Wesft  Pacfific  (Rudman  1998),  Japan  (Vafldés  &  Fahey 

2006),  Red  Sea  (Yonow  2015),  Andhra  Pradesh 

(Aflder  &  Hancock  1864),  Andaman  &  Nficobar  Isflands 

(Ramakrfishna eft afl. 2010; Venkaftraman eft afl. 2015).

Superfamfifly: Dorfidofidea Rafinesque, 1815

Famfifly: Chromodorfidfidae Bergh, 1891

Genus: Ardeadorfis Rudman, 1984

5. Ardeadorfis angusftofluftea (Rudman, 1990) (Image 5)

Synonym: Noumea angusftofluftea Rudman, 1990

Mafterfiafl  examfined:  1;  accessfion  number:  DABF/

UOK/GAS 14

Sfize: Lengfth 5mm

Locaflfifty: Mfinficoy Isfland

Descrfipfion:  Body  eflongafte,  ovafte,  and  ftransflucenft 

creamy whfifte fin coflour.  Manftfle skfirft broad, wavy and 

fis  bordered  wfifth  an  opaque  whfifte  band.    Presence  of 

a  medfian  whfifte  paftch  exftendfing  from  anfterfior  fto  fthe 

rhfinophore coverfing fthe gfiflfl arc posfterfiorfly.  Rhfinophorafl 

sheafth  fis  rafised  and  ftransflucenft  whfifte  fin  coflour.    The 

orange  flameflflafte  rhfinophores  are  eflongafte,  ftaperfing, 

and fthe mfidflfines marked by a whfifte flfine posfterfiorfly.  Gfiflfls 

sfimpfle,  upper  haflf  orange,  flower  haflf  whfifte;  arranged 

posfterfiorfly fin a cfircfleft around fthe anus.  Whfifte fooft wfifth 

opaque whfifte margfin exftends beyond fthe manftfle.

Remarks:  From  Indfian  wafters,  presence  of  fthfis 

common  Indo-Pacfific  specfies  was  reporfted  from  fthe 

Andaman  and  Nficobar  Isflands  (Sreeraj  eft  afl.  2013; 

Venkaftaraman  eft  afl.  2015;  Apfte  &  Desafi  2017).  

Ardeadorfis angusftofluftea fis  reporfted  for  fthe  firsft  fime 

from Lakshadweep.

Dfisftrfibufion:  Indo-Wesft  Pacfific  (Rudman  1990), 

Marshaflfl  Isfland  (Johnson  &  Gosflfiner  2012),  Hawafifi 

(Maftsuda & Gosflfiner 2017).

Genus: Gonfiobranchus Pease, 1866

6. Gonfiobranchus conchyflfiaftus  (Yonow,  1984) 

(Image 6)

Synonym: Chromodorfis conchyflfiafta Yonow, 1984

Mafterfiafls  examfined:  2;  accessfion  number:  DABF/

UOK/GAS15-16

Sfize: Lengfth 7–9 mm

Locaflfifty: Kavarafi, Kadmaft fisflands

Descrfipfion:  Body  ovafte,  anfterfior  porfion  sflfighftfly 

wfider  fthan  fthe  resft  of  fthe  body.    Manftfle  whfifte,  noft 

smoofth,  wfifth  numerous  yeflflow  pusftufles  and  deep 

Image 5. Ardeadorfis angusftofluftea (Rudman, 1990). Lfive anfimafl, 
5mm

© R. Ravfinesh

Image 4. Dendrodorfis krusensfternfifi (Gray, 1850). Lfive anfimafl, 
19mm.
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vfiofleft  markfings;  manftfle  edge  wavy  and  whfifte.    One 

vfiofleft  markfing  fis  presenft  anfterfior  fto  fthe  rhfinophores, 

one  on  fthe  mfiddfle  of  fthe  dorsum,  whfich  fis  X-shaped, 

and fthe flasft one fis fin fthe fronft of fthe gfiflfls. Rhfinophores 

perfoflfiafte  wfifth  deep  orange  flameflflae  on  ftransflucenft 

whfifte  sftaflks.    Efighft  sfimpfle  pfinnafte  gfiflfls  arranged  fin  a 

cfircfleft around fthe anus.  A fthfin, confinuous deep vfiofleft 

flfine runs flafteraflfly beftween fthe fooft and fthe manftfle.  The 

undersfide of fthe anfterfior manftfle flap fis fthfickfly bordered 

by deep orange and an finner dark vfiofleft flfine.  Fooft whfifte 

exftended beyond fthe manftfle.

Remarks: Gonfiobranchus conchyflfiaftus,  aflfthough 

found wfidespread on bofth easft and wesft coasfts of Indfia, 

fis recorded for fthe firsft fime from fthe Lakshadweep.  In 

fthe fisfland fift was found on rock aflong wfifth hydrofids and 

bryozoans, up fto depfth of 3m.

Dfisftrfibufion:  Srfi  Lanka  (Yonow  1984),  Seycheflfle 

Isflands  (Yonow  2012),  Thafifland,  Mafldfives,  Myanmar 

(Rudman 2000c), Andaman & Nficobar Isflands (Sreeraj eft 

afl. 2012; 2013; Shakfivefl eft afl. 2014), Goa (Apfte & Desafi 

2017).

7. Gonfiobranchus rufomacuflaftus (Pease,  1871) 

(Image 7)

Synonyms: Chromodorfis hfisftrfio  Bergh,  1877; 

Chromodorfis rufomacuflafta  Pease,  1871; Gflossodorfis 

rufomacuflafta (Pease, 1871)

Mafterfiafl  examfined:  1;  accessfion  number:  DABF/

UOK/GAS16

Sfize: Lengfth 3.31mm.

Locaflfifty: Kavarafi Isfland.

Descrfipfion: Body eflongafte, manftfle whfifte, wavy wfifth 

numerous smaflfl yeflflow spofts excepft aft fthe manftfle edge; 

manftfle edge fis ornamenfted wfifth dark vfiofleft spofts fin a 

flfighft vfiofleft band.  A bflurred creamy yeflflow submargfinafl 

band  fis  presenft.    Rhfinophores  perfoflfiafte  wfifth  brown 

flameflflae  on  a  ftransflucenft  sftaflk.    Rhfinophore  flameflflae 

edged  fin  a  whfifte  flfine,  on  bofth  anfterfior  and  posfterfior 

regfions.    Transflucenft  whfifte,  sfimpfle,  feafthery  gfiflfls  on 

whfifte rachfis arranged fin a cup-shaped cflusfter posfterfiorfly 

around fthe anus.  Fooft whfifte and exftends beyond fthe 

manftfle.

Remarks: Rudman (1987) recorded fthfis specfies from 

Ausftraflfia.    Thfis  fis  a  new  record  fto  bofth  Indfia  and  fthe 

wesftern  Indfian  Ocean.    Thfis  specfies  cflosefly  resembfles 

Gonfiobranchus aflfius (Rudman  1987).   Gonfiobranchus 

rufomacuflaftus  dfifers  from  fthe  ofther  specfies  fin  fthe 

genus  by  fifts  narrow  manftfle  overflap,  erecft  cup-shaped 

gfiflfl cflusfter, and findfisfincft yeflflow submargfinafl band.

Dfisftrfibufion: Tahfifi (Pease, 1871), Ausftraflfia (Rudman 

1987), Japan, Phfiflfippfines (Debeflfius & Kufifter 2007).

Genus: Mexfichromfis Berftsch, 1977

8. Mexfichromfis pusfiflfla (Bergh, 1874) (Image 8)

Synonyms: Chromodorfis pusfiflfla  Bergh,  1874; 

Durvfiflfledorfis pusfiflfla (Bergh, 1874)

Mafterfiafl  examfined:  1;  accessfion  number:  DABF/

UOK/GAS 17

Sfize: Lengfth 4mm.

Locaflfifty: Kaflpenfi Isfland.

Descrfipfion:  Eflongafte  pfink-bflufish  cofloured  body. 

Irreguflar  flfighft  yeflflowfish-cream  band  aflong  fthe  manftfle 

edge,  narrowfing  aft  fthree  pflaces:  one  behfind  fthe 

rhfinophores, fthe ofther jusft fin fronft of fthe gfiflfls, and aft fthe 

posfterfior end after gfiflfls.  Two promfinenft, dfisconfinuous 

whfifte sftreaks presenft on fthe dorsum, one beftween fthe 

rhfinophore and fthe second jusft fin fronft of fthe gfiflfls.  The 

purpfle  coflour  sftafins  fthe  creamy  whfifte  band  fin  fronft 

of  fthe  rhfinophores,  flafteraflfly  on  efifther  sfide  of  fthe  firsft 

Image 6. Gonfiobranchus conchyflfiaftus (Yonow, 1984). Lfive anfimafl, 
7–9 mm.

Image 7. Gonfiobranchus rufomacuflaftus (Pease, 1871). Lfive anfimafl, 
3.31mm.
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Image 8. Mexfichromfis pusfiflfla (Bergh, 1874). Lfive anfimafl, 4mm.

whfifte sftreak, flafteraflfly on efifther sfide of fthe second whfifte 

sftreak, and behfind fthe gfiflfls.  The orange rhfinophorafl cflub 

sfifts on a ftransflucenft whfifte sftaflk.  Efighft sfimpfle gfiflfls have a 

whfifte rachfis and orange flameflflae, and are arranged fin a 

cfircfleft.  Fooft eflongafte, purpflfish fin coflour dorsaflfly, whfifte 

venftraflfly, and exftends beyond fthe manftfle.

Remarks: Thfis specfies fis recorded for fthe firsft fime 

from Lakshadweep.

Dfisftrfibufion:  Norfth  wesftern  Ausftraflfia,  Eneweftok 

Aftoflfl  (Rudman  1986),  Soufth  Afrfica  (Gosflfiner  1987), 

Mafldfive  fisflands  (Yonow  1994),  Red  Sea  (Yonow  2008), 

Andaman (Sreeraj eft afl. 2013; Venkaftraman eft afl. 2015; 

Apfte & Desafi 2017).

Superfamfifly: Onchfidorfidofidea Gray, 1827

Famfifly: Gonfiodorfidfidae H. Adams & A. Adams, 1854

Genus: Trapanfia Pruvoft-Fofl, 1931

9. Trapanfia euryefia Gosflfiner & Fahey, 2008 (Image 

9)

Mafterfiafls  examfined:  2;  accessfion  number:  DABF/

UOK/GAS 19

Sfize: Lengfth 3–3.5 mm.

Locaflfifty: Kavarafi Isfland.

Descrfipfion:  Body  eflongafte,  convex  wfifth  a  broad 

cenftrafl  regfion.    Body  dark  brown  wfifth  fine  yeflflow 

speckflfing  aflfl  over  fthe  body.    The  dorsum  bears  hfighfly 

dfispersed symmeftrficafl yeflflow markfing from anfterfior fto 

posfterfior.  A dfisfincft yeflflow markfing fis presenft beftween 

fthe  orafl  ftenftacfles,  whfich  are  shorft  and  rounded.  

Presence  of  a  flarge,  conspficuous  yeflflow  markfing 

beftween  fthe  rhfinophores  and  fthe  branchfiafl  pflume.  

There fis aflso a flong yeflflow markfing exftendfing behfind fthe 

gfiflfl up fto fthe posfterfior fip of fthe body.  Smaflfl flameflflafte 

rhfinophore  cflubs  wfifth  eflongafte  whfifte  fips,  whfich  bear 

seven  flameflflae  wfifth  varyfing  amounfts  of  brown  and 

yeflflow  from  fthe  base  fto  haflf  way  up.    Two  pafirs  of 

recurved  flafterafl  processes,  one  wfifth  each  rhfinophorafl 

cflub  and  fthe  ofthers  pflaced  on  efifther  sfide  of  fthe  gfiflfls.  

Posfterfiorfly  pflaced  bfipfinnafte  gfiflfls;  predomfinance  of 

yeflflow wfifth brown finges and spofts fthroughouft fthe gfiflfls.  

The anfterfior regfion of fthe fooft fis expanded flafteraflfly finfto 

fooft corners. 

Remarks: Orfigfinaflfly descrfibed from Madang, Papua 

New Gufinea by Gosflfiner & Fahey (2008).  Thfis fis a new 

record fto Lakshadweep fisflands.  Seen crawflfing on rocks 

among hydrozoans and bryozoans aft depfths of 0.7–3 m.

Dfisftrfibufion: Réunfion, Papua New Gufinea, Indonesfia: 

Suflawesfi  and  Baflfi;  Okfinawa,  Marshaflfl  Isflands,  Hawafifi 

(Rudman 2008), Madang, Papua New Gufinea (Gosflfiner 

&  Fahey  2008),  Red  Sea  (Yonow  2015),  Andaman  & 

Nficobar Isflands, Indfia (Apfte & Desafi 2017).

Famfifly: Embfleftonfifidae Pruvoft-Fofl, 1954

Genus: Embfleftonfia Aflder & Hancock, 1851

10. Embfleftonfia gracfiflfis Rfisbec, 1928 (Image 10)

Synonyms: Embfleftonfia paucfipapfiflflafta  Baba,  1967; 

Embfleftonfia gracfiflfis paucfipapfiflflafta  Baba  &  Hamaftanfi, 

1963

Mafterfiafls  examfined:  8;  accessfion  numbers:  DABF/

UOK/GAS 20-21

Sfize: Lengfth 12–16 mm.

Locaflfifty: Kavarafi Isfland.

Descrfipfion: Body sflender, eflongafte and ftransflucenft 

whfifte.    A  sfingfle  row  of  sfix  pafirs  of  peach-cofloured 

cerafta. Presence of bfifid sftrucftures on fthe ceraftafl fips.  

Presence  of  numerous  smaflfl  opaque  whfifte  spofts  are 

scaftered  fthroughouft  fthe  dorsafl  sfide  of  fthe  anfimafl.  

Bfiflobed,  rounded  orafl  vefifl  and  fis  seen  fin  fronft  of  fthe 

rhfinophores. Rhfinophores shorft, cyflfindrficafl, ftransflucenft, 

and  dfisftanftfly  spaced;  a  cflear  whfifte  markfing  fis  presenft 

Image 9. Trapanfia euryefia Gosflfiner & Fahey, 2008. Lfive anfimafl, 
3–3.5 mm.
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Image 10. Embfleftonfia gracfiflfis Rfisbec, 1928. Lfive anfimafl, 12–16 mm.

Image 11. Phesfiflfla meflanobrachfia Bergh, 1874. Lfive anfimafl, 4mm.
beftween fthe rhfinophores.  Each ceraftafl base emergfing 

from  fthe  noftum  fis  characfterfised  by  an  opaque  whfifte 

cfircuflar markfing.

Remarks:  The  onfly  earflfier  record  of Embfleftonfia 

gracfiflfis from Indfia was from Raftnagfirfi (Apfte eft afl. 2012).  

Thfis  fis  a  new  record  fto  Lakshadweep.    The  specfimens 

were  found  crawflfing  on  hard  corafl Porfiftes soflfida 

(Forskåfl, 1775) aft a depfth of 4m.
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Superfamfifly: Ffionofidea Gray, 1857

Famfifly: Tergfipedfidae Bergh, 1889

Genus: Phesfiflfla Bergh, 1874

11. Phesfiflfla meflanobrachfia Bergh, 1874 (Image 11)

Mafterfiafl  examfined:  1;  accessfion  number:  DABF/

UOK/GAS 22

Sfize: Lengfth 4mm.

Locaflfifty: Kavarafi Isfland.

Descrfipfion: Body ftransflucenft whfifte wfifth numerous 

bflack  cerafta  wfifth  opaque  whfifte  fips.    A  cenftrafl  whfifte 

area fis presenft aflong fthe enfire flengfth of fthe body whfich 

fis  devofid  of  cerafta.    Arrangemenft  of  cerafta  fis  on  an 

eflevafted cushfion on efifther sfide of fthe body.  Rounded 

orafl vefifl wfifth flong orafl ftenftacfles arfisfing from fifts edges. 

Rhfinophores are flong, sflender, smoofth, and whfifte.

Remarks: Many coflour morphs of fthfis specfies were 

reporfted  fin  fthe  Indo-Wesft  Pacfific,  as  coflour  varfiafion 

occurs fin accordance wfifth dfieft (Yonow 2008).  Thfis fis a 

new record fto Lakshadweep fisflands.

Dfisftrfibufion:  Queensfland  (Rudman  1981),  Red  Sea 

(Yonow 2000, 2008), Mafldfives (Yonow 1994), Thafifland 

(Mehroftra & Scoft 2016).
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