
Raju 1993; Raju et al. 1993) of which 
11 are considered to be threatened 
(Kundu 2009).  In India, a majority 
of the Magnoliaceae members 
are restricted to northeastern and 
southern India. 

Northeastern India is a part of 
two biodiversity hotspots, i.e., the 

Meghalaya, a small state in northeastern India falls under 
the Indo-Burma hotspot.  The state is characterized 
by highly dissected and irregular topography with 

maximum and minimum temperature ranges from 
0 0

parts of the state except Cherrapunji and Mawsynram 

biodiversity and endemism.  It harbours about 3331 
plant species of which 1236 are considered endemic 

species of the state are threatened at the global level 

Magnolia punduana Hk. f. & Th. (Synonym: Michelia 
punduana) is one of the endemic tree species of 
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The family Magnoliaceae demonstrates many 

perfumery. In India, the species comprises six genera 
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M. 
punduana with special reference to its phenology along 
with photographs is provided so as to enable easy 

have been suggested.
Based on available literature (Hooker 

0 0

0 0 0

910 0 0

0 0

0 0

Hills.  It was observed that the species was restricted 
to moist sub-tropical broad-leaved forests of the Khasi 

1; Image 1). The species was found to occur in highly 

M. punduana

shortly and abruptly acuminate with a cuneate base.  

Magnolia punduana .
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species undergoes a brief period of leaf fall during the 

 

yellowish white in colour and are made up of three 
whorls of three tepals each.  The tepals of the outer and 

cm compared to that of the inner whorl which measures 

rise to ovules and is surrounded by numerous stamens 
which gives rise to pollens (Image 2). 

 

.  The fruit is an 

at maturity and split open at one side.  Each follicle 

and black in colour (Image 2). 

to have a detailed knowledge and understanding of 

(Kalliovirta et al. 2006).  In the present study, it was 
M. punduana was 

for its growth and survivorship which was evident by 
the presence of more individuals in areas characterised 
by seasonal streams and tree fall gaps.  However, it was 
observed that the species occurred in highly fragmented 
forest patches in all the surveyed sites.  The major threat 

evident by the expanding villages located near the 

taxa. 
Therefore, it is suggested that apart from in-situ 

capacity of the species.  Nayar & Sastry (1990) stated 

Magnolia punduana

Magnolia punduana: 

a

b c d

a

c

b

d
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species attributes good timber value, plantation of the 
same through afforestation programmes will reduce the 
pressure of its exploitation in the wild. As the species 
is primitive, reintroduction of the species in botanical 
gardens will not only help in conserving the species but 
also attract and impart knowledge to bio-geographers 
and researchers in the field of evolutionary biology. 
None of the sites of occurrence of the species fall under 
any protected area networks.  Therefore, extra efforts 
are required to provide protection to this species in 
order to reduce the immediate threat.
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