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Ghats, located in the northern part of Visakhapatnam 
District of Andhra Pradesh, India (Fig. 1).  It consists of 

Araku Valley consists of semi evergreen and moist 

Balanophora is a genus of root holoparasites, 

Balanophora 

of Balanophora, namely, B. 
involucrata, B. polyandra and B. 
harlandii were reported from the 

Balanophora fungosa 

this plant species depends on many factors such as host 

(Image 1).
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Pollen white, powdery (Image 1).

Acer laurinum , 
Canthium dicoccum (Gaertn.) Merr., Glochidion 

Wight, Litsea deccanensis , Litsea 
, Neolitsea foliolosa A.M. 

, Garuga pinnata , Ficus microcarpa 
; Gnetum ula Brongn., Leea 

 Bauhinia vahlii , 
(Gaertn.) Baill., 

Lantana camara Chromolaena odorata 

, Alocasia 
decipiens , Costus speciosus , 
Zingiber roseum ; Adiantum sp., 
Cyathea sp.

Earlier this species 
was reported from the Western Ghats of Tamil Nadu 

Andhra Pradesh.
genus Balanophora  Finding 

the Balanophora

This species was found with a small 



Balanophora fungosa

streams of valleys. Invasion of alien species, i.e., 
Chromolaena odorata

survival threat to this species. 
There is an urgent need to cover Araku 

Valley under the protected area network of Andhra 

B. fungosa

B. dioica

management.
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