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Tupaia belangeri (Wagner, 1841) is endemic to the 
Indo-Burma Biodiversity Hotspot (Han et al. 2008), 
widely distributed in the tropical deciduous forests 

its northern limit (Wang 

northern districts of Tripura but did not provide any 

in northeastern India (230 0

Northern Tree Shrew (Image 1) 
were sighted feeding on the forest 

 March 2012.  

from Dhalai District of Tripura.  The 
salient features of the wild habitat 
comprised of tropical moist deciduous forest dominated 

and valleys (Image 2).

the three specimens suggested that this species live as 
solitary individuals and are smart foragers of insects on 

along tree branches and were seen to feed on fruits 

observed.  Bamboos in the habitat possibly provided 
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the escape sites from predators like snakes, which are 
common in the habitat of this mammal.

The Northern Tree Shrew is listed as Least Concern 
(LC) species in IUCN Red List (Han et al. 2008) and in 
CITES Appendix II (UNEP-WCMC 2001).  However, forest 
encroachment for collection of timber and fuel wood, 
land modification for construction of railway track and 
road network, and conversion of forest land to rubber 
plantation are the major threats to the wild habitats of 
this mammal.
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Figure 1. The location of the habitat of Northern Tree Shrew recorded in Atharamura Hill Ranges, Tripura.
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Image 2. Part of habitat of Tupaia belangeri	  
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Image 1. An adult of Tupaia belangeri 
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