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Tree Shrews are small insectivores of the order
Scandentia. Among them, the Northern Tree Shrew
Tupaia belangeri (Wagner, 1841) is endemic to the
Indo-Burma Biodiversity Hotspot (Han et al. 2008),
widely distributed in the tropical deciduous forests
of northeastern India (Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur,
Mizoram, Nagaland and Sikkim) (Das et al. 1995;
Bhattacharyya & Ghosh 2002; Ved 2011), eastern Nepal,
Bangladesh, southeastern China, Indo-china, and the
Malay Peninsula of the Oriental realms (Oommen &
Shanker 2008) with Yunnan-Kweichow Plateau being
its northern limit (Wang et al. 1991). Bhattacharyya &
Ghosh (2002) recorded this species from western and
northern districts of Tripura but did not provide any
collection detail. In course of a routine field study at
Atharamura Hill Ranges, northern circle of Tripura State
in northeastern India (23°55’32.8”N & 91°57°20.08”E;

322m; Fig. 1), three adults of
Northern Tree Shrew (Image 1)
were sighted feeding on the forest
floor along a seasonal stream at
about 06.00hr of 15 March 2012.
This is the first record of the species
from Dhalai District of Tripura. The
salient features of the wild habitat
comprised of tropical moist deciduous forest dominated
by diverse trees, bamboo brakes and streams in hills
and valleys (Image 2).

Close examinations of the day-long behavior lasting
10 hours between 06.00hr and ending at 16.00hr of
the three specimens suggested that this species live as
solitary individuals and are smart foragers of insects on
the ground as well as in trees. Unlike the Nicobar Tree
Shrew which is highly arboreal (Oommen & Shanker
2008), most of the time shrews were found to forage
on the ground digging out insects from leaf litter and
underneath the soil which supported communities
of mole crickets, dung beetles, earwigs, tiger beetles,
termites, and cockroaches. Periodically, they moved
along tree branches and were seen to feed on fruits
or seeds or insects like cicadas, wood boring beetles,
bark beetles, ants, leaf hoppers, and leaf beetles. This
behavior continued up to noon followed by a period of
rest for 1-2 hr in nests located in the upper branches
of trees. No mating behavior or any fruiting tree was
observed. Bamboos in the habitat possibly provided
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Figure 1. The location of the habitat of Northern Tree Shrew recorded in Atharamura Hill Ranges, Tripura.
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Image 1. An adult of Tupaia belangeri

the escape sites from predators like snakes, which are
common in the habitat of this mammal.

The Northern Tree Shrew is listed as Least Concern
(LC) species in IUCN Red List (Han et al. 2008) and in
CITES Appendix Il (UNEP-WCMC 2001). However, forest
encroachment for collection of timber and fuel wood,
land modification for construction of railway track and
road network, and conversion of forest land to rubber
plantation are the major threats to the wild habitats of
this mammal.
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