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Genus Ischaemum belonging to the family Poaceae 
is distributed in warm and tropical regions having about 
70 species (Mabberley 2008).  In India the genus is 
represented by 51 species and infraspecific taxa (Sur 
2001).  Ischaemum travancorense Stapf ex C.E.C. Fisch. is 
an endemic and threatened species known from Kerala 
(Sreekumar & Nair 1991), from Goa (Joshi & Janarthanam 
2004) and Maharashtra (Lakshminarasimhan 1996; 
Potdar et al. 2012).  The known locations of this species 
are from the Western Ghats of Maharashtra, Goa and 
Kerala.  The species is treated as endemic to the Western 
Ghats (Ahmedullah & Nayar 1986; Joshi & Janarthanam 
2004) since all the known records are within the Western 

Ghats.  Though it occurs in the 
northern (Maharashtra, Goa) and 
southern Western Ghats (Kerala), 
it is hitherto not known to be 
reported from the central Western 
Ghats, showing discontinuous 
distribution.

During our explorations for 
the study of grassland ecology of Maharashtra State 
this endemic and threatened species was found near 
Wadala–Tukum Village at the outskirts of Tadoba 
National Park in Chandrapur District of Maharashtra.  
This indicates an extended distribution of the species 
to central India.  In the present communication, a brief 
citation, description, notes on ecology, illustration and 
distribution map are provided for the species.

Ischaemum travancorense Stapf ex C.E.C. Fisch. in 
Bull. Misc. Inform. Kew 353. 1933; Bor, Grasses Burma, 
Ceylon, India, Pak. 186. 1960; Karthik. et al., Fl. Ind. 
Enum. Monocot. 233. 1989; Sreekumar & Nair, Fl. 
Kerala - Grasses 165, f. 35. 1991; Lakshmin. in Sharma 
et al., Fl. Maharashtra, Monocot. 530. 1996; Sur in J. 
Econ. Taxon. Bot. 25(2): 433. 2001; Potdar, et al. Grasses 
of Maharashtra 203, fig. 85. 2012. I. aristatum subsp. 
rottleri Hook. f., Fl. Brit. Ind. 7: 127. 1896.

Perennial. Culms tufted, 60–150 cm tall.  Leaf-sheath 
terete, 15–16 cm long. Leaf-blade linear-ovate, glabrous 
sparsely hairy, base rounded or cordate, apex acuminate. 
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Racemes 2, appressed to each other, solitary.  Joints 
clavate-turbinate, hairy on angles.  Sessile spikelets 
oblong lanceolate, awned.  Lower glume coriaceous, 
narrowly ovate-oblong, faintly 10–12 nerved, with a few 

side nodules joined by shallow ridges, 2-keeled, apex 
obtuse. Upper glume coriaceous, boat-shaped, 3–5 
nerved, dorsally 1-keeled.  Lower lemma membranous, 
narrowly ovate.  Palea hyaline, narrowly ovate.  Stamens 

Image 1. Ischaemum travancorense: floral parts 
a - Habit; b - Collar; c - Joint; d - Sessile and pedicelled spikelet; e - Pedicelled spikelet with pedicel; f-n - Sessile spikelet: f - Lower glume; 
g - Upper glume; h - Lower lemma; I - Palea; j - Stamens of lower floret; k - Upper lemma; l - Palea; m - Stamens & Lodicules of upper floret; 
n - Pistil; o-u - Pedicelled spikelet: o - Lower glume; p - Upper glume; q - Lower lemma; r - Palea; s - Stamens & Lodicules of lower floret; 
t - Upper lemma; u - Palea.
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Endemism status: The species was considered to 
be endemic to the Western Ghats, now owing to its 
occurance in heavily altered agricultural systems like 
Alappuzha and its present report outside the Western 
Ghats, it should be considered to be endemic to 
peninsular India.

Threat status: As per the IUCN Red List version 3.1 
Ischaemum travancorense is Least Concern (Rehel 
2013). 
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Images 2 & 3. Herbarium of Ischaemum travancorense
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