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The Grey-headed Lapwing Vanellus cinereus is a 
wetland bird distributed from East Asia (northeastern 
China, Japan) to Southeast Asia, mainly found in 
lowland farms and riverbeds (Sonobe & Robinson 1985; 
Nakamura & Nakamura 1995).  As their diet consists 
mostly of small invertebrates on or under the ground, 
farmlands with different microhabitats with high 
diversity of organisms are favored for foraging (Yamazaki 
et al. 2001, 2003).

Grey-headed Lapwings are monogamous and 
breed from March to August (Takahashi 2007, 2008) 
in northeastern China and Japan and migrate to the 
northern part of Southeast Asia in the non-breeding 
season (Sonobe & Usui 1993; Piersma 1996, Fig 1).  
Later reports showed an expanded breeding range 
to the south primarily along the Pacific seaboard to 

Abstract: Sightings of Grey-headed Lapwings wintering in Kerala were 
compiled from different sources.  With a total of 77 sightings from 
1999–2016 in Kerala the bird, which was earlier thought to be a rare 
winter visitor, was found to be a frequent visitor to the state.  Kole 
wetland, Vellayani-Punchakkari paddy fields and Kattampally wetlands 
were the sites in Kerala with fairly regular sightings of the bird.  From 
the records, it was found that they are here from October to April, with 
a maximum number of sightings in January.

Keywords: Kattampally, Kole Wetlands, wintering.

western Japan and southern Japan (Takahashi 2007, 
2008).  According to Robson (2005) and Bamford et 
al. (2008), the Grey-headed Lapwing has two breeding 
populations - a sedentary population in Japan and a 
larger migratory population breeding in north-eastern 
China and wintering in southern China, Indochina, 
Myanmar, Bangladesh, India, Nepal and parts of 
mainland Southeast Asia.  After October most of the 
population breeding in snowy regions head south, but 
some of them stay and winter in the breeding grounds 
and the birds that went south return to the breeding 
sites around late February (Takahashi 2007, 2008).  The 
largest wintering concentrations of these birds were 
recorded in Bangladesh and China (Bamford et al. 2008; 
Li & Mundkur 2004).

The Grey-headed Lapwing is believed to be a rare / 
uncommon winter visitor in peninsular India (Kumar et 
al. 2003) with only a few published records (Kasambe et 
al. 2012).  In India, its major wintering grounds are in the 
northeastern part of the country (Grimmett et al. 1999; 
Lainer 2004).  Ali & Ripley (1983) mentioned this bird 
as a winter visitor, regularly seen in small flocks in West 
Bengal, Assam, Manipur and Bangladesh and stragglers 
recorded from Kashmir, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand and the 
Andaman Islands.  According to Grimmett et al. (2011) 
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fin  the  Indfian  subconfinent,  fit  fis  mafinly  dfistrfibuted  fin 

northeastern Indfia.  But as per Rasmussen & Anderton 

(2012) they are regular wfinter vfisfitors to Bfihar, southern 

Assam  hfills,  southwestern  Bengal  and  Odfisha,  a  ffew 

reachfing  Delhfi  and  Bharatpur  (Rajasthan)  areas,  and 

stragglfing  to  Kashmfir,  northern  and  southern  Gujarat 

and the southern penfinsula.  In penfinsular Indfia fit has 

been reported ffrom Maharashtra (Palkar 2010), Andhra 

Pradesh (Pfifie 2001; Conroy 2003; Sreekar & Ram 2010), 

fin Goa  (Lafiner  1991)  Karnataka  (Subramanya  1987), 

Tamfil Nadu (Sundar 2000; Santharam 2003; Santharam 

et al. 2006) and the first report ffor the Kerala state was 

fin  1999  by  Ravfindran  &  Nameer  (2002).    Grey-headed 

Lapwfings  were  belfieved  to  be  rare  wfinter  vfisfitors  fin 

Kerala, but sfince 1999, many reports have been recorded 

ffrom  varfious  areas  off  Kerala.    Hence  the  objecfive  off 

the study fis to summarfise the avafilable reports on the 

presence off the specfies ffrom Kerala and to understand 

fits wfinterfing behavfior fin the state.

Materfials and Methods 

The  data  on  the  presence  off  Grey-headed 

Lapwfings  were  collected  ffrom  dfifferent  sources  such 

as  eBfird,  Bfirdwatchers  off  Kerala  (Facebook  group)  and 

KeralaBfirder (Yahoo group) apart ffrom publfished reports 

ffrom Kerala.  The collected data also finclude the sfighfing 

locafion,  date  and  number  off  bfirds,  whfich  were  then 

compfiled and analyzed ffor understandfing the wfinterfing 

behavfior off Grey-headed Lapwfing fin Kerala. 

Result and Dfiscussfion 

A total off 77 sfighfings (192 findfivfiduals) off the Grey-

headed  Lapwfing  are  avafilable  ffrom  Kerala  State,  sfince 

fits  first  record  fin  1999.    The  numbers  off  wfinterfing 

Grey-headed Lapwfing were ffound to fincrease over the 

years  (Ffig.  2),  wfith  the  number  varyfing  ffrom  1  to  23. 

The  first  record  fin  January  1999  ffrom  Kole  Wetlands 

fin  Thrfissur-Malappuram  dfistrficts  was  ffollowed  by 

sfighfings fin 2001 and 2005 at the same sfite (Sashfikumar 

Ffigure 1. Range off Grey-
headed Lapwfing durfing 
breedfing season (A) and 
wfinterfing season (B)

A

B
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et  al.  2011).    Later  fin  2007  a  sfingle  bfird  was  reported 

fin  Punchapadam  fin  Palakkad  Dfistrfict.    In  2009  fit 

was  reported  ffrom  Muderfikdavu,  fin  the  Katampally 

wetlands  fin  Kannur  Dfistrfict,  Puthenkarfi  (Puvathunkarfi) 

paddy fields fin Vafikomkarfi dfivfisfion off Kutanad wetlands 

fin  Alapuzha  Dfistrfict,  and  Vellayanfi-Punchakkarfi  fin 

Thfiruvananthapuram Dfistrfict.  It was ffrequently recorded 

fin Kole Wetlands, Kutanad area and Punchakarfi Paddy 

fields  fin  later  years.    The  hfighest  number  off  wfinterfing 

Grey-headed Lapwfing was recorded  fin Venchalfipadam 

fin  Malappuram  on  25  January  2016  (23  findfivfiduals, 

Vfijesh Vallfikunnu pers. comm. 2016) (Image 1) , ffollowed 

by  Vellayanfi-Punchakkarfi  fin  Thfiruvananthapuram  (9) 

and Kole Wetlands (8).  Among the recorded sfites Kole 

Wetlands  off  Thrfissur  Dfistrfict  had  the  hfighest  number 

off  sfighfings  off  the  Grey-headed  Lapwfing  (24  sfighfings 

fin efight years), ffollowed by Vellayanfi-Punchakkarfi fields 

(10 sfighfings fin sfix years) and Katampaly wetlands (sfix 

sfighfings fin five years; Table 1).

The Grey-headed Lapwfings were ffound to wfinter fin 

Kerala ffrom October to Aprfil.  The number off sfighfings 

was more fin January (34) and least fin October and Aprfil 

(1).  Compfilafion off ffour wfinterfing seasons ffrom 2012–

2016 showed the hfighest sfighfing off the bfird fin January 

ffollowed by February (Ffig. 3).

Ffigure 2. Number off Grey-
headed Lapwfing wfinterfing 
fin Kerala

Number off Grey-headed Lapwfing

Ffigure 3. Monthly sfighfing 
off Grey-headed Lapwfing 
fin Kerala

Monthly sfighfing off Grey-headed Lapwfing fin Kerala

Image 1. Flock off Grey-headed Lapwfing fin Venchalfipadam, 
Malappuram

© Vfijesh Valfikunnu

Image 2. Grey-headed Lapwfing fin Vadakara, Kozhfikode

© Rayees Rahman
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Table 1. Sighting record of Grey-headed Lapwing from 1999–2016 in Kerala

Site District 1999 2001 2005 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Total

Kattampally wetland Kannur 1 2 1 1 1 6

Kunjimangalam 
wetland Kannur 1 1

Ayancheri Kozhikode 1 1

Vadakara Kozhikode 2 2

Maranchery Kole 
wetlands Malappuram 2 2

Pallathingal- 
Parappanangadi Malappuram 1 1

Punchapadam Malappuram 1 1

Venchalipadam- 
chemmad Malappuram 1 1 2

Chammanur Thrissur 1 1

Edakara Thrissur 1 1

Erayamkudy paddy 
fields (Koratty) Thrissur 1 1

Kanimangalam Thrissur 1 1

Kole Wetlands Thrissur 1 1 2 1 2 1 13 3 24

Pallur Thrissur 1 1

Kakkanad Eranakulam 1 1

Nedumbassery 
Wetlands Eranakulam 1 3 4

Pandanad Alappuzha 2 2

Upper Kuttanad Alappuzha 2 2

North Kuttanad Kottayam 1 1 5 1 8

Viakomkari, Kuttanad Kottayam 1 1 2

Puthuppally Kottayam 1 1

Kumarakom wetlands Kottayam 1 1 2

Vellayani - 
Punchakkari Paddy 
fields

Thiruvananthapuram 
1 1 3 1 1 3 10

Total  1 1 2 1 1 5 2 3 6 12 10 24 9 77

In Tamil Nadu, Santharam et al. (2006) reported 
frequent sightings of Grey-headed Lapwings in recent 
years, which is thought to be an extended range in 
coastal Tamil Nadu.  Records from Kerala suggest that as 
in the case of Tamil Nadu they are making Kerala also a 
frequent wintering zone.  Most of the birds are found to 
be adults with pectoral bands (Image 2) contrary to the 
observation of Ali & Ripley (1983) where they mentioned 
that a large proportion of birds visiting India are young 
birds without pectoral bands.  Even though this data 
fails to interpret the actual number of birds wintering 
in the area, it reflects the wintering pattern of the bird 
in Kerala. 
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