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The Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis is a
circumpolar species, breeding in North America, Europe
and Asia; however, its population is declining due to
habitat degradation, pollution and hunting (Grishanov
2006). It is currently among the rarest ducks in Asia,
and has been assessed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red
List. Conservation actions explicitly include improved
monitoring efforts in Asia (BirdLife International 2016).

Praveen et al. (2014) have compiled an exhaustive
list of its sightings in India. They report two sightings
in northeastern India (Assam-Arunachal Pradesh border
in 1935, and West Bengal and Meghalaya in 2013); two
sightings in northern India (Dehradun, Uttarakhand
in 1991 and Harike, Punjab in 2001), and only three
sightings in northwestern India, one of these sightings,
however, was a female in winter plumage in Gharana
Wetland Reserve (Raj 2014). It could not be verified,

and was therefore unpublished.
The first confirmed record from
northwestern India was from
Hokersar Lake, Kashmir in 1939
(Ludlow 1940). The only other
verified account in northwestern
India since 1939 was of two females

OPEN ACCESS
photographed in 2013 (Borse 2013;
Hymakar 2013).

We report the second sighting of

this species at the Gharana Wetland Reserve (32.541020
N & 74.690843 E; 281m) and have carefully documented
our findings over four weeks. This area is a small
wetland, irregular in shape and covers approximately
0.75km?. It is situated 10km south-east of the town
of Ranbir Singh Pura in Jammu District of Jammu &
Kashmir, and is well known for its extensive assemblage
of wintering migratory birds. Many of the avifauna
are of threatened status, and the site has, therefore,
resulted in designations as a wetland conservation
reserve and also an important bird area (IBA). Nikon
Monarch 10x42 binoculars were used during surveys for
taking observations and on-the-spot identification.

Documentation: On 07 April 2013, we spotted a dark
brown duck with a dark brown back scalloped fulvous,
white head with dusky crown, and dusky patches on
either side of the upper neck; brownish lower fore neck
and upper breast, forming a diffuse pectoral band, and
the rest of the underparts white (Image 1). Later it was
confirmed to be a Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis.
Species was identified by using Grimmett et al. (2013)
and we used photographs to validate species.

This female or immature duck remained in Gharana

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online)
ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

Editor: Carol Inskipp, Bishop Auckland Co., Durham, UK.

DOI: http://doi.org/10.11609/jott.3084.9.8.10631-10632 | ZooBank: urn:Isid:zoobank.org:pub:08460548-6A0F-48A2-BD3C-C9925039FBE7

Manuscript details: Ms # 3084 | Received 03 October 2016 | Final received 08 August 2017 | Finally accepted 11 August 2017

Date of publication: 26 August 2017 (online & print)

Citation: Jamwal, P.S., P. Chandan & R. Rattan (2017). A rare sighting of the Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis (Linnaeus, 1758) (Aves: Anseriformes: Anatidae)
over a four-week period in northwestern India: first detailed scientific documentation in 73 years. Journal of Threatened Taxa 9(8): 10631-10632; http://doi.
org/10.11609/jott.3084.9.8.10631-10632

Copyright: © Jamwal et al. 2017. Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. JoTT allows unrestricted use of this article in any medium, reproduction
and distribution by providing adequate credit to the authors and the source of publication.

Funding: WWF-India and Department of wildlife protection Govt of Jammu and Kashmir.

Competing interests: The authors declare no competing interests.

Acknowledgements: We thank Michael H. Parsons of Fordham University for helpful advice and Guy Kirwan for assistance in finding the most appropriate venue
to communicate this important information. We are also thankful to the Department of Wildlife Protection, Jammu & Kashmir State for granting permission and
providing the necessary logistic support and cooperation for this extensive study. We are particularly appreciative of the support from Mr. Ravi Singh, Mr. A.K.
Singh, Dr. Sejal Worah, Dr. Dipankar Ghose, Mr. Asif M. Sagar, Mr. Tahir Shawl, Mr. Raja Sayeed, Mr. Shakeel Ahmed, and Mr. Ram Saroop.

10631



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3800-9847
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-8238-8103
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-6989-0385
http://doi.org/10.11609/jott.3084.9.8.10631-10632
http://zoobank.org/References/08460548-6A0F-48A2-BD3C-C9925039FBE7

Sighting of Long-tailed Duck in northwestern India

Jamwal et al.

© Pushpinder S. Jamwal

Figure 1. Female Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis, photographed
on 07 April, 2013, and documented over four weeks in the Gharana
Wetland Reserve.

wetland for a period of four weeks (until 5 May 2013). It
preferred foraging in the early morning around 06:00hr
near the shore in a mixed flock of other diving duck
species. It was seen using a dense cover of alligator
weed Alternanthera philoxeroides on the wetland side,
probably to conceal itself from predators. As the sun
became brighter, the duck gradually moved to deeper
water.

Context: The long-tailed Duck is a globally Vulnerable
species and a vagrant in the Indian subcontinent. This
species is wide-spread—it winters at sea further south,
as far as the United Kingdom, South Carolina and
Washington in the United States, Korea on the Asian
Pacific coast, and other areas including the Baltic Sea,

Black Sea and Caspian Sea (del Hoyo et al. 1992)—there
are a few sites in India which meet the ‘1% criteria’
necessary for their survival and propagation. This species
was first sighted in Arunachal Pradesh in 1935 (Parsons
1935), subsequently, in Kashmir in 1939 (Ludlow 1940),
Uttarakhand (Mohan et al. 1992), and Punjab in 2001
(Prasad 2008). This is only the second confirmed and
thoroughly documented sighting of this bird from Jammu
& Kashmir; other than the two photographs from 2013,
the last reported instance in northwestern India was 73
years ago (Ludlow 1940).
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