Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 17 November 2015 | 7(13): 7971-7982
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P.O. Nameer

Centre for Wildlife Studies, College of Forestry, Kerala Agricultural University, KAU (PO), Thrissur, Kerala 680656, India

nameer.po@kau.in

Abstract: A checklist of mammals of Kerala State is presented in
this paper. Accepted English names, scientific binomen, prevalent
vernacular names in Malayalam, IUCN conservation status, endemism,
Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act schedules, and the appendices in the
CITES, pertaining to the mammals of Kerala are also given. The State
of Kerala has 118 species of mammals, 15 of which are endemic to
Western Ghats, and 29 species fall under the various threatened
categories of IUCN.

Keywords: CITES, Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, Malayalam name,
vernacular name, Western Ghats.

The systematic collections of mammals of Kerala
were made as early as the second half of the 19%
century. The first book on Indian Mammals by Jerdon
(1867) had references to the mammals of Kerala State.
Other important historical publications that referred to
the mammals of Kerala were those by Sterndale (1884)
and Blanford (1888, 1891). As part of the Bombay
Natural History Society’s (BNHS) Mammal Survey of
India held between 1912 to 1923, systematic collections
of mammals were carried out from Kerala, the results
of which were published by Thomas (1914-1924),
Wroughton (1913-1921), Ryley (1913, 1914), Hinton
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(1918) and Lindsay (1926, 1929). Taxonomic account on
the mammals of Kerala found place in the second edition
of the Fauna of British India series by Pocock (1939, 1941)
and Ellerman (1961). The other taxonomic treatment
on the mammals of Kerala include Ellerman & Morrison-
Scot (1951), Prater (1971), Das (1986), Sadasivan (1987),
Kurup (1989), Jayson (1996), Balakrishnan (1997),
Nameer (2000), Dinesh et al. (2002) and Menon (2003,
2014). A regional checklist of mammals was published
by Sathasivam (1996) where he listed 158 species of
mammals from Kerala and Tamil Nadu. Subsequently,
Nameer et al. (2001) reported 135 species of mammals
from the Western Ghats. Dinesh et al. (2004) listed 106
species of mammals, while Easa and Ramachandran
(2005) reported 145 species from Kerala.

The two ubiquitous and historically introduced
species have been included in the list (e.g., Brown Rat
Rattus norvegicus and House Mouse Mus musculus).
The taxonomy and nomenclature follow Wilson &
Reeder (2005) and Wilson & Mittermeier (2009), while
the vernacular names have been taken from various
sources (Sadasivan 1987; Nameer 2000; Menon 2008;
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Dinesan et al. 2010). Marine mammals in the list are REFERENCES
indicated in blue colour.
Though 118 species have been listed here, the Balakrishnan, M. (1997). Mammalian Resources, pp. 494-506. In:

f . . ithi h litical Thampi, K.B., N.M. Nayaar & C.S. Nair (eds.). The Natural Resources
occurrence of certain species within the po itica of Kerala. WWF (1). Thiruvananthapuram, 567pp.

boundary of Kerala has not been verified as yet, Blanford, W.T. (1888-1891). The Fauna of British India, Including

because of the absence of authentic sight records of Ceylon and Burma. Mammalia. Part | & Il. Taylor and Francis, Red
Lion Court Fleet Street, London, 617pp.

these species. The most important among these are Das, P.K. (1986). Studies on the taxonomy and geographical distribution

the Malabar Civet Viverra civettina and the Fishing Cat of the species of bats obtained by the Silent Valley expedition, 1980.
Prionailurus viverrinus. Though these two species were _Records Zoological Survey of India 84(1-4).

. . . Dinesan, C., C. Radhakrishnan & J.R.B. Alfred (2002). Threatened
known to occur in Kerala based on historical records Mammals of Kerala. Zoological Survey of India, Kolkata, i-v+58pp.
(Jerdon 1867; Blanford 1888—1891; Pocock 1939; Hutton Dinesan, C., C. Radhakrishnan & M.J. Palot (2004). A systematic list
1949; Prater 1971; Kurup 1987 1989), two recent of mammals reported from Kerala, India. Indian Forester 130(10):

! ! ! ! 1113-1131.
studies (Nandini & Mudappa 2010; Janardhanan et al. Dinesan, C., C. Radhakrishnan & M.J. Palot (2010). Keralathile
2014) have ruled out the distribution in Kerala. Similarly, Sasthanikal (Mammals of Kerala). Malabar Natural History Society,

Kozhikode, 174pp.

there.has only been a vague mention _Of the p.rese.nce of Dissanayake, R. & T. Oshida (2012). The systematics of the Dusky
Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra from Kerala in the historic past Striped Squirrel, Funambulus sublineatus (Waterhouse, 1838)
(Jerdon 1867; Blanford 1888-1891; Pocock 1941; Prater (Rodentia: Sciuridae) and its relationships to Layard’s Squirrel,
. Funambulus layardi Blyth, 1849. Journal of Natural History 46(1-2):
1971), and there have not been any authentic records of 91-116 Y Y f v 46(1-2)
this species from anywhere in the state. Easa, P.S. & K.K. Ramachandran (2005). Biodiversity Documentation
Several recent taxonomic studies have led to splits for Kerala. Part 12 - Mammals. Kerala Forest Research Institute,
) X Peechi, 40pp.
in the species status of mammals. The Common Langur Ellerman, J.R. & T.C.S. Morrison-Scott (1951). Checklist of Palaearctic
Semnopithecus entellus has now been split into seven and Indian Mammals, 1758-1946. British Museum of Natural
species in India (Karanth et al. 2008; Nag et al. 2011; History, London, 810pp. , _
i . Ellerman, J.R. & T.C.S. Morrison-Scott (1966). Checklist of Palaearctic
Zinner et al. 2013), of which two are known from and Indian Mammals, 1758-1946, 2™ Edition. British Museum of
Kerala. The other taxonomic splits include those related Natural History, London, 810pp.
to Gray Slender Loris Loris lydekkerianus, Nilgiri Palm  Frost: D-R, W.C. Wozencraft & R.S. Hoffmann (1991). Phylogenetic
K ] o . relationship of hedgehogs and gymnures (Mammalia: Insectivora:
Squirrel Funambulus sublineatus, Nilgiri Vandeleuria Erinaceidae). Smithsonian Contributions to Zoology 518: 1-69.

Vandeleuria nilagirica, Hill Shrew Suncus niger and Groves, C.P. & P. Grubb (1982). Relationships of living deer. In:

. . . T . Wemmer, C.M. (ed.). Biology and Management of the Cervidae.
Indian Chevrotain Moschiola indica (Corbet & Hill 1992, Research Symposia of the National Zoological Park. Smithsonian

Groves 2000, 2005; Groves & Meijaard 2005; Hutterer Institution Press, Washington, D.C. xiii+577 pp.
2005; Meegaskumbura & Schneider 2008; Musser & Groves, C.P. & E. Meijaard (2005). Interspecific variation in Moschiola,

. . . . The Indian Chevrotain. The Raffles Bulletin of Zoology 12: 413-421.
Carleton 2005; Dissanayake & Oshida 2012; Nekaris Groves, C.P. (2001). Primate Taxonomy. Smithsonian Institution Press,

2013). There have been several nomenclatural changes Washington DC, 350pp.
at the both generic and species levels, which are given Grubb, P. (2005). Artiodactyla, pp. 637-722. In: Wilson, D.E. & D.M.

. he Table 1 bel | include Nilgiri L Reeder (eds.). Mammal Species of the World: A Taxonomic and
In the Table elow, examples include Nilgiri Langur Geographic Reference, 3rd Edition, Vol. 1 & 2. The Johns Hopkins

Semnopithecus johnii, Blanford’s Madromys Madromys University Press, Baltimore, 2142pp.

blanfordi, Chocolate Bat Falsistrellus affinis, Dormer’s Hinton, M.A.C. (1918-1923). Scientific results from the mammal
i i survey # XVII, XVIII, XXXIV & XXXVI. Journal of the Bombay Natural
Bat Scotozous dormeri, Sambar Deer Rusa unicolor and History Society 26(1): 59-88, 26(4): 933-940, 28(4): 10561066, &

Nilgiri Tahr Nilgiritragus hylocrius (Grubb 2005; Musser 29(1): 77-83.

& Carleton 2005; Simmons 2005; Karanth et al. 2008; Hutterer, R. (2005). Soricomorpha, ‘pp. 220-311. In: Wilson, DE &
D.M. Reeder (eds.). Mammal Species of the World: A Taxonomic and

Nag et al. 2011; Zinner et al. 2013). Geographic Reference, 3rd Edition, Vol. 1 & 2. The Johns Hopkins
In this monograph, 118 species of mammals in 35 University Press, Baltimore, 2142pp.
families and 13 orders are listed. Out of which 15 are  Hutton, AF. (1949). Notes on the snakes and mammals of the High
] . . Wavy Mountains, Madura District, South India. Part Il - Mammals.
endemic to Western Ghats. Twenty-nine species of Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 48: 681—-694.

mammals of Kerala, fall under the various threatened Janardhanan, R., S. Mukherjee, PV. Karunakaran & R. Athreya

. . _ . _ (2014). On the occurrence of the Fishing Cat Prionailurus viverrinus
categories of IUCN, and five are Near-threatened. Elghty Bennet, 1833 (Carnivora: Felidae) in coastal Kerala, India. Journal

seven species fall under one of the schedules of Indian of Threatened Taxa 6(3): 5569-5573; http://dx.doi.org/10.11609/
Wildlife (Protection) Act and 46 come under one of the JoTT.03780.5569-73
. Jayson, E.A. (1996). Rare and Endangered Mammals of Kerala. KFRI,
appendices of CITES. Book No. 3. Peechi, 44pp.
Jerdon, T.C. (1867). The Mammals of India. British Museum of Natural
History publications, 335pp.
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Image 5. Malabar Giant Squirrel Ratufa indica Image 6. Grizzled-giant Squirrel Ratufa macroura
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Image 9. Dusky Leaf-nosed Bat Hipposideros ater
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Image 10. Greater Asiatic Yellow House Bat Scotophilus heathii Image 11. Fulvus Leaf-nosed Bat Hipposideros fulvus
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Image 12. Blyth’s Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus lepidus
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Image 18. Tiger Panthera tigris

Image 16. Brown Mongoose Herpestes fuscus

Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 17 November 2015 | 7(13): 7971-7982 7981



Mammals of Kerala Nameer

Nandini, R. & D. Mudappa (2010). Mystery or myth: a review of history
and conservation status of the Malabar Civet Viverra civettina Blyth,
1862. Small Carnivore Conservation 43: 47-59.

Pocock, R.l. (1939). The Fauna of British India including Ceylon and
Burma. (Vol. 1, Primates and Carnivora, in part). Taylor and Francis
Red Lion Court Fleet Street, London, 463pp.

Pocock, R.l. (1941). The Fauna of British India including Ceylon and
Burma. (Vol. 2, Carnivora, in part). Taylor and Francis Red Lion Court
Fleet Street, London, 503pp.

Prater, S.H. (1971). The Book of Indian Animals. 3 Edition. 12'" reprint
2005. Bombay Natural History Society, Bombay, 324pp.

Ropiquet, A. & A. Hassanin (2005). Molecular evidence for the
polyphyly of the genus Hemitragus (Mammalia, Bovidae). Molecular
Phylogenetics and Evolution 36: 154-168.

CEENEESD Ryley, K.V. (1913-1914). Bombay Natural History Society’s Mammal

= Survey of India: Report 9, 10, 11, 12, 13& 14. Journal of the Bombay

Natural History Society 22(2): 283-295, 22(3): 464486, 22(3): 486—

Image 17. Nilgiri Tahr Nilgiritragus hylocrius 513, 22(4): 684-699, 22(4): 700-710, & 22(4): 710-725.

Sadasivan, V. (1987). Keralathile Vanyajeevikal - Sasthanikal. (Wildlife
of Kerala - Mammals). Kerala State Institute of Language, Kerala,

81p.
Sathasivam, K. (1996). A checklist of the mammals of Tamil Nadu and

Karanth, P.K., L. Singh, R. Collura & C.B. Stewart (2008). Molecular Kerala. Blackbuck 12(3): 60-70.

phylogeny and biogeography of langurs and leaf monkeys of south  Simmons, N.B. (2005). Chiroptera, pp. 312-529. In. Wilson, D.E. &

Asia (Primates: Colobinae). Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution D.M. Reeder (eds.). Mammal Species of the World: A Taxonomic

46: 683-694. and Geographic Reference, 3" Edition, Vol. 1 & 2. The Johns Hopkins
Kurup, G.U. (1987). The rediscovery of the Malabar Civet, Viverra University Press, Baltimore, 2142pp.

megaspila civettina Blyth in India. Cheetal 28(2): 1-4. Sterndale, R.A. (1884). Natural History of the Mammals of India and
Kurup, G.U. (1989). The rediscovery of Malabar Civet (Viverra Ceylon. Thacker, Spink and Co. Calcutta, 540pp.

megaspilla civettina Blyth) in India. Tiger Paper 1989: 13-14. Thomas, O. (1914-1924). Scientific Results from Mammal Survey
Lindsay, H.M. (1926). Bombay Natural History Society’s Mammal Part VII, VIII, IX, X, XVI, XIX, XXI, XXII, XXIll, XXIV, XXV, XXVII, XXX,

Survey of India: Report 38, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, & 45. Journal of XXXI, XXXV, XXXVI, & XXXVIII. Journal of the Bombay Natural History

the Bombay Natural History Society 31(1): 40-48, 31(2): 379-382, Society 23(1): 23-31, 23(2): 197-205, 23(3): 413-416, 23(4): 607—

31(2): 383403, 31(2): 403-407, 31(3): 591-597, 31(3): 597-606, & 613, 25(2): 119-206, 26(4): 933-940, 27(1): 33-39, 27(2): 248,

31(3): 606-612. 27(2):249, 27(3): 596-598, 27(4): 772, 28(1): 26-27, 28(2): 428
Meegaskumbura, S. & C.J. Schneider (2008). A taxonomic evaluation 432, 28(4): 1067-1068, & 29(1): 84.

of the Shrew Suncus montanus (Soricidae: Crocidurinae) of Sri Lanka Wilson, D.E. & D.M. Reeder (eds.) (2005). Mammal Species of the

and India. Ceylon Journal of Science (Biological Sciences) 37 (2): World: A Taxonomic and Geographic Reference. 3 Edition, Vol. 1 &

129-136. 2. The Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, i-xxxv+1-743pp &
Menon, V. (2008). Indiayile Sasthanikal - Oru Field Guide. (Indian pp.i-xVii+745-2142.

Mammals - A Field Guide). DC Books, 321pp. Wilson, D.E. & R.A. Mittermeier (eds.) (2009). Handbook of Mammals
Menon, V. (2003). A Field Guide to Indian Mammals. Dorling Kindersley of the World - Vol. I. Carnivores. Lynx Edicions. Barcelona, 727pp.

(India) Pvt. Limited, 201pp. Wroughton, R.C. (1912-21). Bombay Natural History Society’s
Menon, V. (2014). Indian Mammals - A Field Guide. Hachette Book Mammal Survey of India: Report 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23,

Publishing Indian Pvt. Ltd., 528pp. 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 32, 33, 34 & 35. Journal of the Bombay Natural
Musser, G.G. & M.D. Carleton (2005). Rodentia: Myomorpha: History Society 21(2): 392-410, 21(3): 820-825, 21(3): 826-844,

Muroidea: Murinae, pp. 1189-1531. In: Wilson, D.E. & D.M. Reeder 21(3): 844-851, 21(4): 1170-1195, 23(4): 695-720, 24(1): 79-96,

(eds.). Mammal Species of the World: A Taxonomic and Geographic 24(1): 96-110, 24(2): 309-310, 24(2): 311-316, 24(3): 468-493,

Reference, 3 Edition, Vol. 1 & 2. The Johns Hopkins University 24(4): 749-758, 24(4): 758-773, 24(4): 773-782, 25(1): 63-71,

Press, Baltimore, 2142pp. 25(2): 274-278, 27(2): 314-322, 27(3): 545-549, 27(3): 549-553, &
Nag, C.K.S., P. Pramod & P.K. Karanth (2011). Taxonomic Implications of 27(3): 553-554.

a field study of morpho types of Hanuman Langurs (Semnopithecus ~ Wroughton, R.C. (1918-21). Summary of the results from the Indian

entellus) in peninsular India. International Journal of Primatology; mammal survey of Bombay Natural History Society, Part I, II, III,

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10764-011-9504-0 VI, VII, & Appendix. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society
Nameer, P.O. (2000). Checklist of Indian Mammals. Kerala State Forest 25(4): 547-598, 26(1): 19-58, 26(2): 338-378, 27(1): 57-85, 27(2):

Department and Kerala Agricultural University, 90pp+xxv. 301-313, & 27(3): 520-534.
Nameer, P.O., S. Molur & S. Walker (2001). Mammals of Western  Wroughton, R.C. & K.V. Ryley (1913). Bombay Natural History Society’s

Ghats: a simplistic overview. Zoos’ Print Journal 16(11): 629-639; Mammal Survey of India: Report 6, 7 & 8. Journal of the Bombay

http://dx.doi.org/10.11609/J0TT.2P).16.11.629-39 Natural History Society 22(1): 29-44, 22(1): 45-47 & 22(1): 58-66.

7982 Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 17 November 2015 | 7(13): 7971-7982


http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10764-011-9504-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.11609/JoTT.ZPJ.16.11.629-39

